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GGG 2009 REPORT 
 

The 39
th
 edition of the Great Grape Gathering was held at the HAG 1941 airfield in Geneseo, NY, on 

September 18, 19, and 20, 2009. 

 

Friday the 18
th
 turned out to be cool, windy and with sporadic showers.  A few brave souls managed some 

fli ghts but by 1:00 pm the showers were becoming more-or-less continuous and it was decided that it would 

be wiser to cancel for the day and move all events to Saturday.  Those who had already made flights were 

given the option of keeping their scores or of starting again.  The forecast was for clear skies and calm 

conditions for the following two days. 

 

As events were cancelled for the day a number of the contestants retired to the local Tim Hortonôs (well the 

GGG is a nominally Canadian event after all). 

 

 
Photo: Roy Smith 

From the left and proceeding clockwise around the table we see Joe and Heather Mollendorf, Pat Barlow, 

Sally Smith, Jim and Janet Moseley, Jean and Les Sayer, Richard Barlow, Lyle and Priscilla Whitford and 

Rod and Ruth Mogle. 

 

Saturday morning dawned clear and calm, as prophesied.  At 8:00 am there was a mist hanging over the 

Genesee Valley and rising from the HAG duck pond. 
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The registration desk did a brisk business and Lyle and Priscilla Whitford did a fine job.  Their help was 

greatly appreciated by all (but especially by the Contest Manager). 
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Don Myers and Jim Smith with their 1/2A 

Dixielanders. 

 

 
Photo: Sally Smith 

The Event Director and the Contest Manager 

watch as a flight rises rapidly into the clear blue! 

 

The Ladies Mass Launch Cloud Tramp event attracted five entrants, down from previous years, but the 

level of competition was high. 
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Pat Barlow with her winning Cloud Tramp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning flight was a remarkable one, but 

Richard chased on his trusty trail bike and the 

winning aircraft was retrieved. 

 

It is amazing to see the performance achieved by 

these simple little aircraft in the hands of expert 

builders and fliers. 

 

 
Photo: Roy Smith 

Margo Hunter expertly holds while Gary Hunter winds. 
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Gary launches 

 
Photo: Roy Smith 

Lyle Whitford takes a break from the desk 

duties. 

 

Saturday evening was the time for Lafyôs Barbecue.   

 

 
Photo: Pat Barlow 

The 1941 Historic Aircraft Group graciously allowed us use of the Swanson Hall facility for the barbecue.  

Chicken, potato salad and fruit salad were enjoyed by all. 
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One of the group, Les Sayer, celebrated his 80
th
 

birthday just before the GGG ï so a surprise cake 

was organised.  Here is the birthday boy blowing 

out his candles. 

 

Dessert was cake for everyone! 
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The following day, Sunday, dawned clear and calm again.  How many times do you get two perfect days in 

a row at a contest ï thatôs usually reserved for Tuesdays and Wednesdays! 
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Yours truly starts the Super Tigre G20/.19 in his Sorta Dixie prior to flying in the Bob Gordon Trophy 

event. 


