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Thermaleer

Shown above: Kevin Fryer and Allan
Wooding fought it out in the ‘38 Antique
fly-off. The “Red Zepher” nearly beat the
Lanzo “Stick”, a real surprise !
Left: Ed Hamler and his Shereshaw
“Mercury” at the SAM Champs 2001.
Lost port stab inflight but very
controllable in glide.
Note mountains in the background of this
dry lake bed in this wonderful color photo
by our USA member Thomas J. Ryan.
DON’T FORGET !!

AUCTION NIGHT
NEXT MEETING
BRING YOUR SWAPS AND SALES
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Next Meeting:

Meeting #76, Thursday 22nd November 2001, 7:30pm sharp at Saturn
Hobbies, located at 17 Ardena Court, Bentleigh East (Melway 68 J-12).
off East Boundary Road. Saturn Hobbies will be open prior to 7:30pm.
Meeting #77, Thursday 24nd January 2002
Meeting #78, Thursday 28th March 2002
Meeting #79, Thursday 23rd May 2002
Meeting #80, Thursday 25th July 2002
Meeting #81, Thursday 26th September, 2002
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President’s
report:
The Eastern States Gas
Champs at Twin Cities
field was a very hotly
contested event, Paul
Farthing piped us at
the post, congratulations
Paul. Brian Lawton had
his first fly for a while
and was rewarded with first place in duration, the
SAM 1788 rules were I think a success, just a
few little additions here and there and they will be
looking good. My Red Zephyr at 3.5 lb surprised
everybody, including myself, by coming second in
Antique with nearly a 20 minutes flight, full results
next Thermaleer.
Barry Barton did a very good time in the Half A
International, a bigger effort will be required to get a
team to getter to try to win the event outright, CAN
BE DONE. The next meeting, 22nd November, will
be an AUCTION NIGHT, Norm has also got the
Christmas Hamper organized, tickets will be available
at Haddon and will be drawn at the next meeting.
The 03 March 01 State Champs are to be
finished off at Haddon on the 18th of November, 2cc
and Texaco left to go, Mark Collins at this stage has
a handy lead.
Chris Lawson has offered, with help from the
Geelong boys, to run the Swan Hill Event. Some
members will also be going to Canowindra. Graham
Scott is doing a great job coordinating the 55th
Nationals, the field we will be using is Table Top just
past the Twin Cities field, and he tells me it is even
better. If you have a shade tent don’t leave it at home.
If any one is attending and not flying in an event
and would like to be a C/D for the day, please let
me know, there will be a circular coming out soon,
all radios will be checked and stickered on registration
day, NO STICKER NO FLY, 2 inch Keys to be
used only, fuels, synthetic and castor will be provided,
MAAA will be providing some shade tents.If you
can’t make it on registration day you have to contact
Peter Harris on 9786 1330 W and give him plenty
of notice, your radio and models will have to be
checked,
Hope to see you all at Haddon

KEVIN FRYER
President SAM 600 of Australia
email-<fryerkd@bigpond.com>.
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Editor’s
Report.
I would like to
comment in detail on
the recent International
1/2A Postal Challenge
hosted by SAM Chapter
51, Sacramento,
Cakifornia. This was a
team event and five man
teams were entered from the USA mainly, but with good
representation from Australia. It is a pity that we, SAM
600, did not enter a team, being represented by one
lone flyer, Barry Barton. As you can see from the results
published in this issue on page 10 Queensland, South
Australia and Western Australia all entered complete
teams and did very well with QLD and SA coming in
3rd and 4th respectively.
Just think of the possible result if Barry Barton
(who recorded the second highest Australian score) had
been joined by some of the top 1/2A Texaco SAM 600
flyers. What about it next year, chaps ?
An interesting and quasi-scientific analysis has been
carried out on the results of this event by Steve Roselle
of Mountain View, California (Steve is Editor of the
SAM 21 Newsletter).
The results are shown in the opposite column,
note that Barry’s “Stardust Special” is not included
because for a design to qualify it had to be represented
by more than one model.
PCB
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1/2A Postal Challenge - Results by Model Design
The surprise is where the Bomber showed up !
(A quasi-scientific analysis by Steve Roselle)
The beauty of 1/2A Texaco is supposed to be that no
design has an unfair advantage, and that on a given day
anyone can win. The numbers in this contest (a worldwide
one at that) tend to bear that theory out. Each design
represented by more than one-of-a-kind was mapped out,
and actually each design was dispursed over the placings
very nicely. A summary of the placings divided by the
number of that design flying, shows a clearer picture of
that designs performance, however. The “Dallaire” and
“Playboy” are no surprise, but looky here where the
“Bomber” ranks ! What’s up wit dat ?

Relative Placing
Dallaire
14.0
Playboy
20.6
Atomizer
22.8
Red Ripper
33.0
Bomber
37.1
Bombshell
40.0

better

worse

Similarly, ranking a design by actual score brought similar
results. Again the Bomber ranks toward the bottom. Now,
just who’d a thought !

Relative Times
Dallaire
1484.0
Playboy
1344.0
Atomizer
1251.0
Red Ripper 1032.0
Bomber
876.0
Bombshell
793.0

better

worse

WebMaster’s Report:
The model recognition site now has 1015 pictures/3views, correspondence with David Simmonds of Winchester, England
regarding additional pictures resulted in quite an interesting exchange of Emails regarding the late Bill Dean, Eddie Keil,
Ben Buckle and Neil Tidy etc, which may be published in a future Thermaleer. Our home page now has two new
menu items:1 “JoinUp on line” form especially for O/S members, which gets you a copy of the
newsletter “The Thermaleer”, and indicates your intention of to pay the Treasurer membership
fees and
2 a “170 calculator” to work out the maximum motor size using the 170 rule ie:- 170
square inches of wing area per 0.1 cubic inch of two stroke engine capacity and 0.06 cubic inch
of four stroke engine capacity.
Over the last 2 months SAM 600 had 63 hits and the Recognition page
had 113 hits, both these pages can be seen from www.boundy39.com
and the webmaster can be contacted at trevor@boundy39.com.
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HIGH TEMPERATURE GASKETS:

Model Airplane New, Feb. 2001 has an article on
making high-temperature gaskets using RTV.
Here is what you need:
Wax paper, Coffee filter paper, Permatex Hi-Temp
Silicon, plastic squeegee, roller (wooden dowel), and
piece of plate glass.
Here is what you do.
Place wax paper on the glass. Squeegee thin film
of RTV on both sides of coffee filter and place on wax
paper. Cover with another piece of wax paper and use
roller the roll it smooth (this forces the RTV into the
filter). After it cures remove the wax paper and cut
to shape. For thicker gasket use two layers of coffee
filter. Safe to use on gas or glow engines for crankcase
backplates, mufflers and carburetors. These gaskets are
supposed to last a long time and be very strong.
From SAMTalk

Correspondence from David
Simmonds, Hampshire, England.
The following is some correspondence from David
Simmonds a member of the Hampshire Model Flying
Association, he has given his permission for you to use
in the SAM 600 newsletter. It was received as a result
of him supplying pictures for my Model Recognition
Page. Included are model descriptions, a request for
info and some early O/T history in England that you
might find interesting.
Regards TrevB
Congratulations I love your web site! I note that
you need a photo of a Keil Kraft Southerner, so I
attach some of my own scaled up Southerner for you.
Mine is double size at 120”, powered by an O.S.120
4 stroke, with Multiplex radio including failsafe in
the Rx. Although twice size, it is reproduced totally
faithfully to the origonal 60” span model, which was of
course free flight. There is nothng to give away the f/f
style, the aerial is concealed internally and the engine is
totally cowled as per origonal.
The Southerner design has options of either
straight dihedral wings or polyhedral. As the
Southerner aquitted itself best as a competition flyer
with the polyhedral wings, mine is built accordingly!
Hope you like the piccies and one of them will fill
the gap!
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I fly with the HMFA (Hampshire Model Flying
Association) in Southern England, near Southampton,
www.hmfa.rcclubs.com where we have several “vintage”
members in every sense of the word! I also fly scale
sailplanes with the Southampton Soaring Society.
I know that Oz is a big country, but I wonder if
you have ever come across a model flyer by the name of
Mike Minty? He originates from Winchester, England
and I last flew with him about 40 years ago (he flew a
f/f Madcap design before it became vintage)! He moved
to Singapore with his job and last I heard (18 years ago)
he had moved to Australia and he was competing
in r/c scale at the Oz Nationals. I know it’s
a long shot, but I would like to make contact
with him before we both peg it! I am also
interested in buying a set of r/c plans for Ben
Shereshaw’s Cumulus, any ideas where I can get a set?
Best regards David Simmonds Winchester, England
Hi Trevor Many thanks for your positive reply.
The Southerner and Southerner Mite were
designed by the late Bill Dean. Bill Dean was the chief
designer for the British kit manufacturer Keil Kraft,
owned and managed by Eddie Keil in the 40’s and
50’s. Bill was an ex RAF pilot, working for Eddie Keil
after leaving the service after the second world war.
However, it is said that he became dis-enchanted with
the British aeromodelling scene and emigrated to the
US in the late 50’s. He died a few years ago in the
States. He was a great designer.
I do not know the wing section for the
Southerner, so I have asked Colin Buckle of Ben Buckle
kits. Do you know them? Ben Buckle was largely
responsible for starting the vintage movement here in
the UK in 1976. He was a draughtsman and left
full time employment to start a kit manufacturing
business solely for old timer designs. Sadly he died at a
relatively young age some years ago, but his son Colin
continues the tiny “cottage” business. Ben amassed a
large collection of plans which Colin now sells copies
in addition to the excellent kits. He has a nice web
site for more info www.benbucklevintage.com I attach
a flying piccie of a “Southerner Mite” which I “lifted”
from Colin’s excellent web site.
The Southerner designs like the other famous
Keil Kraft design the “Junior 60”, are particularly well
suited to British flying conditions (wet & windy!). Ben
Buckle enlarged the “60” by 1.5 to produce his famous
“Majestic Major”, a superb flyer, acclaimed by everyone
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who flies it. It is quite the sweetest, responsive vintage
aeroplane that I have ever flown. Built light it will
thermal as well as any, makes a superb weight carrier
for aerial photography - just a very nice model! I used
to fly formation with Ben Buckle and Neil Tidy of
Laser (4 stroke) engine fame at airshows all over the
UK in the 80’s, all three of us with Majestic Majors.
We could fly them close together and very, very
low at their slow flying speed with the 4 stroke engines
popping away at almost tickover speed!
There are not many vintage designs that I
would be happy to do that in public on a windy
day! It made a good counter balance to the fast
and furious aerobatic and jet types at airshow’s.
Kind regards David Simmonds
Hi Trevor It’s me again from England. Thanks for
putting the acknowledgements up on the Southerner
page. Another very famous British “Nostalgia” class
model is the “Radio Queen”. The R.Q. is 82” span,
clark Y wing section, cabin fusulage. Why is it famous
in England?
In 1949, a Colonel Taplin flew his Radio Queen
across the English Channel which spans England and
France becoming the very first radio controlled model
aircraft to do so. His model was powered by a 7cc twin
cylinder (in-line) diesel engine of his own design. The
engine later went into production (Taplin Twin) and
many hundreds were built.
The radio was of course a very early single
channel valve set, made I believe by E.D. (Electronic
Developments), not the most reliable and extremely
heavy. It was therefore a most remarkable achievement
for it’s day.
Best regards David Simmonds
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News about Cox Stuff.
Darrin Albert has bought out Joe Klause’s Kustom
Kraftsmanship business and will continue to sell the
same products at the same prices, plus some additions.
Here is a letter, as he says, straight from the horses
mouth. I, for one, am very glad to see this business
continue.
Donald Garry
“OK, I`ll give you the news straight from the
horses mouth. It is true that I have bought his entire
inventory, minus some SAM stuff that he wants to
keep. I fully intend to keep most of the items he has
sold,in stock and continue to offer the same items and
prices.I myself am 31 years old, and have been flying
since I was 3 years old. Me and my dad used to fly
racing back when Klause was into it big time.
Now I mostly fly c/l combat, so I do intend to add
as much c/l items as I can. I am planning on stocking
custom props for 1/2a engines also.I have a good line
on them from Russia. So it is best to keep in touch
and see what`s new. I have listed a few items on ebay,
as a form of advertising. I`ve been selling on ebay for
about 3 years now. It seems reasonable that if someone
is interested in something I list for a cox engine, they
might find more stuff on my website.
Klause is having a tough time with his arthritis,
and his eyes are giving him problems sometimes. I
think he is happy to be able to pass it on to someone
who loves cox engines and model airplanes in general.
He`s sad to see it go, but realizes that it`s time. I still
have about half or more of the stuff to bring home,
so please bear with me for a week or so till I get
organized. Klause still wants to maintain his webpage,
so I have a new web address, but I kinda kept it similar
to his so people will be familiar with it. If you have
any questions, just email me
at <combatalbert@home.com>.
My new website is http://
www.competitionma.com.”
At left is John Sandige
with his “Record Hound”.
O&R 60 side port, orange
silk covering in SAM
Champs 2001 Ohlsson
sideport event.
Photo by Don Howie.
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Paul Baartz
20 Granville Way,
WILLETTON WA 6155
22nd August 2001
MAAA Secretary
Dear Ivan

Following is my report as chairman of the OT Rules
sub-committee for the 2000-01 year.
Activity by the sub-committee since the 2001
February Rules Conference has been largely concentrated
on the directive issued by the MAAA council.
The directive was “to reduce height achieved under
power.”
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2). CASA will issue height clearances for 2000 feet,
if requested and the location is judged to be suitable, and
in height tests previously undertaken no OT model has
ever been measured to achieve anywhere near this height
under power.
3). The process of formulating and revising rules for
OT events has always included consideration of safety,
fairness and the restriction of the heights being achieved
by models.
4). There is no known incident of an insurance
claim resulting directly from an OT model being flown
at excessive height.

The directive has been widely circulated and
discussed, resulting in input from many OT flyers as well
as all sub-committee members.

5). Contest Directors are empowered to alter the
format of the event on the day and even during the
conduct of the event if safety is at risk of being
compromised. This includes actions to reduce the heights
being achieved under power.

The majority of opinion expressed has been that
under the current (2001) MAAA Old Timer rules heights
achieved by models in events, with the possible exception
of the Texaco event, are not excessive, especially when
compared to some other disciplines.

6). Invariably flyers will take steps such as cutting
the engine or altering the glide pattern in order to
keep the model within effective visual range, similar
to situations, which can arise in other events such as
thermal glider.

It should be noted that changes made by the
2001 rules reduced the need to gain excessive height by
reducing the two fifteen minute flights in Texaco to ten
minutes each.

7). Many Old Timer flyers expressed the view that
the frequency and process of MAAA rule changes were
unsatisfactory and detrimental to their overall enjoyment
of the activity. Many wanted control over formulation
and alteration of rules for the activity to lie within The
Old Timer movement itself.

Engine run times in the Duration event were
adjusted to remove inequities and reduce the heights
achieved by some of the engine categories.
Heights attained by models in Texaco could most
easily be reduced by a reduction in the fuel allocations,
particularly for four-stroke powered craft.
The sub-committee agrees with this in principle and
submits that fuel allocations be reduced to amounts, as
detailed in a Re-write of the relevant section of the 2001
Rules, which is included with this report.
Reductions range from 16 to 25% of the present
allocation. Changes are highlighted by bolding.
Some minor typographical errors and anomalies
have been identified and clarified in the attachment, they
are also bolded.
Regarding the input received by the sub-committee,
from flyers, several points were raised repeatedly and I
would like to offer them for Council to consider:
1). What exactly constitutes excessive height is a
subjective perception and wide variations of opinion has
been expressed.

These seven points are not necessarily the opinion
of the sub-committee but have been raised by many OT
flyers in discussions concerning the MAAA processes and
procedures and this directive in particular.
In summary the consensus of input from a large
number of Old Timer Flyers is that the O.T rules as
approved at the 2001 MAAA conference, combined with
the proposed reductions in fuel allocations for the Texaco
event, will ensure that models will remain within effective
visual range in all Old Timer events conducted under
these rules.
In addition the Contest Director is empowered to
alter the contest format should unusual conditions occur
which may cause safety to be compromised.
This report is submitted for your consideration.
Paul Baartz
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Introducing Alfredo Herbon:
Our new correspondent and
friend from Argentina.
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work in CAD plans of Sure Fire using the magazine
plan Faxed by SAM 600 of Australia.
According US rules the Sure Fire falls in the
Nostalgia category, but for Argentina rules it compete
as Old Timer. I’m 59 years young and started modeling
at 10. My first free flight gas model was the Sure Fire
powered by a diesel Allbon Spitfire in 1954.
Another of my hobbies is AutoCAD and enjoy it
doing my own plans. In the second picture you can
see me with my PC and Brooklyn Dodger plan on the
screen. At my left the A4 size John Pond plan I used
to draw my CAD plan.
Please, use the photos and my little story as you
like, but please correct my poor English, remember
that you are my official corrector.
Best regards Peter.

Alfredo shown above with his “Sure Fire”.

Alfredo is a member of the GVRC (Guardia Viega
Radio Control) in Argentina and flys Old Timers. In
a recent email to the Editor he said, “Our rules are
very similar to SAM radio control old timer rules. The
main difference with SAM US rules is the minimal
area definition (10oz. per square foot of projected wing
area instead of the planform wing area)”.

Alfredo.-”

Editors’ note: As you can see from the above,,
Alfredo has a very good command of the English
language and would, I suggest, be delighted to receive
any correspondance from SAM 600 of Australia
members. His email is- <aherbon@coopenet.com.ar>

Alfredo is experienced in AutoCAD design and
is in the process of putting some of the Old Timer
aircraft into the AutoCAD format. As you know,
with a CAD file you can enlarge and reduce and the
thickness of the line in the drawing remains constant.
In this issue of “The Thermaleer” we are
pleased to present Alfredo’s latest offering, Sal Taibi’s
“Brooklyn Dodger”. You’ll find the plans in the centre
spread, and by special arrangement with Alfredo a
limited number of AutoCAD files are available on
floppy disk. Call the Editor.
In his latest email Alfredo tells us something about
himself, I reproduce it without editing:
“Dear Peter,
Just today I obtained some photos as you like
for The Thermaleer. In the first one you can see me
holding my Sure Fire, a Frank Ehling design published
in Model Airplane Magazine, April 1951 issue.
I adjusted the scale to set the plane in 688 sq.inch
to use it as a Class B model using a .29 engine. I will
start flying it with an O.S. .20 R/C. I did my initial

Alfredo at his AutoCAD work on the “Brooklyn Dodger”.

Page 8

SAM 600 of Australia Newsletter # 76

November • December 2001

November • December 2001

SAM 600 of Australia Newsletter # 76

Page 9

Page 10

SAM 600 of Australia Newsletter # 76

November • December 2001

2001 International 1/2A Postal Results.
Jerry Wylensk
Tom Mellas
Mick Lasker
Paul schmitz
Gene Navoy

First Place SAM 40, Highland, Michigan
Kerswap
288
1800
Playboy
288
1800
Playboy
288
1800
Bomber
288
1524
Playboy Cabin
288
1519
Total 8443

Don Hartman
Bob Hanford
Marcy Martin
Cal Sutterfield
Bill Taylor

7th Place SAM 93, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Bomber
RedRipper
Zipper
Bomber
Alert
Total

Bill Kl. Brown
John McRae
Bob Grice
Eut Tileston
Ed Raubach

2nd Place SAM 51, Sacramento, Ca.
Dallaire
300
Westerner
234
Dallaire
300
Scorpion
220
Dallaire
300
Total

Rod McDonald
Bernie Bowney
Paul Baartz
Rob Venables
Alan Trott

8th Place SAM 270, Perth Western Australia
Spearhead
306
1257
Bomber
350
986
Atomizer
270
805
Top Hat
315
802
Bomber
348
659
Total 4509

Scott Holsopple
Paul Yuhas
Jim Patterson
Ed DeVelin
Ken Reesey

9th Place SAM 60, Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Dallaire
295
1090
Bomber
290
680
Cumulus
290
582
B. Bonbshell
288
579
MG-1
290
487
Total 3418

Jim Hardy
Anthony French
Mike Moore
Alan Brand
Herb Drayton

1800
1800
1701
1676
1347
8324

3rd Place SAM 84, Clontarf, OLD., Australia
Li’l Diamond
288
1800
Alert
295
1608
Atomizer
288
1608
Atomizer
285
1123
Interceptor
324
1107

Ron Adamson
Bob Watson
Rod Spurrier
Chris Britcher
Bill Britcher

4th Place SAM 1993, Highgate, Sth Australia
Atomizer
325
1541
Atomizer
276
1177
Playboy Cabin
294
1163
‘39 NZ Texaco
285
1140
Red Ripper
252
1100
Total 6121

George Joki
Henry Smith
Frank Womack
Dave Saso
Dave Lewis

5th Place SAM 21, San Jose, California
Record Hound
250
B. Bobshell
202
Interceptor
288
B. R. Mike
315
And. Pylon
236
Total

Jim Bierbauer
Ken Low
Hardy Robinson
Ross Low
Jim Elliott

1494
1315
1090
1059
883
5841

6th Place SAM 26, Santa Maria, California
Playboy Jr.
1528
Simplex
1184
Playboy Jr
973
Charger
743
Challenger
676
Total 5104

Shown at right is a great Don Howie photo of
the Air Trails, Shereshaw designed, “Sportster”.
Flown by Canberra-based Oz flyer Allan Laycock
with an Argo (John Targos) Elfin 2.49 diesel.
Photo taken at the SAM Champs 2001.
Note the state of the dry lake bed.

Ben Beerbower
Harvey Duck
Jim Horner
Bud Frazier

10th Place SAM 82, Houston, Texas
Bowden
Turner Sp.
Playboy
Buzzard Bombshell

625
964
574
1135
1221
4519

1255
786
623
484
Total 3148

Fred Foster
Francis McCracken
Dick Scalf

11th Place SAM 96, Sedona, Arizona
Mill America
310
1219
Bomber
355
524
Commando
354
955
TotaL 2698

Barry Barton

12th Place SAM 600, Victoria, Australia
Stardust Sp
283
1645
Total 1645

To all Clubs that entered Bob Grice has sent letters to all. Thanks from SAM 51 to
everyone for their particapation in the event. Harry Jencks Sec/Trea. SAM 51
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Wonderful shot by Thomas J. Ryan at the SAM 2001 Champs in the USA. Luther Peters assists
Guinness record holder Eut Tileston with a “J2 Pearless” Veco 19 in A Glo Duration. Amazing
performance of a scale model of a full-sized flown in Duration. Something for which Eut is noted.

SAM 600 Contest Calendar for 2001-2002
September 8th through 16th - Half A Texaco International
September 9th - 30th - Eastern States Gas Champs, Albury/Wodonga. Host SAM 1788
November 17th - 18th - Haddon Field, Ballarat. Host CFMC.
17th - Half A, Clubman, Duration.
18th - Texaco & 2cc rerun of last year’s Vic. State Champs. MAAA 2001 rules.
December 29th to Jan- 5th - 55th MAAA Nationals - Albury/Wodonga. - Host VMAA.
January 26th - 27th - Roy Robertson. Host P&DARCS.
February 16th - 17th - Leopold Field, West of Geelong. Host WCSC.
March 2nd - 3rd - Victorian State Champs. Haddon Field, Ballarat.
March 29th - April 2nd - 9th Annual Easter Comp., Swan Hill. Host SHMAC
March 29th - April 2nd - 20th Annual Easter Fly-in, Canowindra. Host SAM 1788
April 13th - 14th - Cohuna - Host - CFMC.
April 20th - 21st - South Australian State Champs - Monarto
May 25th -26th-2nd TriState Gas
Champs. Jerilderie, NSW.
(Plus two one-day events at a time and place to be decided).
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Extract from SMALLnet Posting # 387
Use of PolySpan. <SMALLnet-list@eskimo.com>
Chris, it seems like each kind of model covering
material has its own unique quirks and techniques. A
couple of other SMALLsters have also asked recently
about Polyspan methods, so for their benefit, here’s
ONE technique that WORKS. (It may not be the only
one, but it’s the only one I know.) Apply three coats
of plain nitrate (NOT low-shrink) dope to every wood
surface that will touch the covering. Sand lightly after
each coat dries, just enough to remove the fuzz.
Polyspan applies like tissue, except that moisture
hasn’t the least effect on it. That means you must
position each piece of Polyspan carefully, so as to
minimize slackness and excessive material “within the
perimeter”. Polyspan heat shrinks -- but to a rather
limited degree. It’s best to apply the covering with that
in mind, even if it means covering a wingtip with an
extra piece.
I place each piece of Polyspan where I want
it, then brush a 50-50 mixture of nitrate dope and
“retarder” around the perimeter ONLY. I burnish
down the covering and do any minor positioning
adjustments that seem needed.
After each section of Polyspan is attached, I trim
the outline (usually with sharp scissors) to provide
nicely-even “wrap-around” material. Now comes the
trick! Polyspan fibers are quite springy, and it’s just
about impossible to wrap the material around, say,
a trailing edge, and adhere it with dope. It won’t
stay. Instead, with a Q-tip, brush a thin coat of
Sig’s “Stix-It” onto the underside of the “wraparound
material” AND a corres- ponding area on the “mating
part”. Let that dry.
Now with a hot “trim iron” (the flat foot works
best for me) you skmoodge the Polyspan margin
around the outline. This may take a little practice,
because three things take place at the same time here.
The foot of the iron acts as a rounding-over tool via
PRESSURE (not TOO much!) -- and as a contourformer via its tendency to stick to the Stix-It. (This
allows a certain amount of “pull” action, to make the
Polyspan conform as it is brought around a curved
leading edge.) And the HEAT softens the Polyspan,
shrinking it too as the loose edge gets “turned under”
and adhered. This allows the seams to be “ironed
down” almost to the point of invisibility. ...OK, once
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the entire model is covered, careful and progressive use
of a heat gun will remove almost every wrinkle. Warps
can also be eliminated with careful heat application -but it’s far better to avoid those in the first place.
So far as I know, EVERY type of paper or fabric
covering for aircraft needs one or two BRUSHED
coats of nitrate dope. This seals the surface, adheres the
covering to wing ribs and fuselage stringers, and the
action of the brush bristles physically forces the dope
deep into the fibers (or weave) to provide maximum
adhesion. (Butyrate dope’s adhesion is FAR less.)
...After I applied the first coat of clear nitrate
to my first Polyspan-covered model, I let it dry, then
lightly sanded the (expected) surface fuzz. I think
I used worn 400 wet-or-dry. All seemed well, and I
brushed on a second coat of nitrate. When dry that
produced FUZZ GALORE. Horrid. Loathsome!!
This reminded me of a couple of earlier “miracle model
coverings”: Dave Brown’s “Skyloft” and Midwest’s
“Microlon”. The fuzz from these awful materials was
IMMORTAL.
I was in despair until my son David came by,
and provided THE SOLUTION. That was some
exceedingly smooth “abrasive pads”, of the sort used by
plastic scale modelers. (A set of these is available from
Micro-Mark, under the name of Micro-Mesh Pads.)
I couldn’t see HOW such smooth-feeling (1200 and
2400-grit) “abrasives” could tame the fuzz that doped
Polyspan generated. Maybe the action is a “burnishing”
one -- but IT WORKED.
I went all over my fuzzy airplane lightly with one
of these pads. That made everything nice & smooth
-- and the next coats of dope went on without a
trace of fuzz re-appearing. ...I haven’t spray-painted a
model since I moved to Alabama. I’ve gotten to like
the “brushed finish look” -- and in fact I don’t even
fill grain any more. I mean, my models are built from
wood -- why be ashamed of that? And as long as
the overall appearance is consistent, visible wood grain
under the dope doesn’t look objectionable to me, nor
apparently to those who view my models. And I save
weight, time, aggravation, and MONEY.
When I DID spray paint, I used pressure between
25 and 35 psig. I found that reduced pressure
minimized overspray, and allowed me to apply “wetter”
coats. (Too much air pressure seems to make dope dry
“in the air” before it gets to the model.) [Joe Wagner]
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Ramblings: SAM
Champs 2001,
Las Vegas, USA,
by Don Howie.

About six months ago Allan
Laycock from Canberra advised
that he and Bob Raadts were
going to fly at the SAM Champs in 2001. Together they
built two “Lanzo Bombers” that had two piece wings,
detatchable tails and fins and fitted into a standard size
box that could be taken as standard luggage to the USA.
Allan also had an “Air Trails Sportster” for the Shereshaw
event that would also fit into the box with the other two
models.
When SAM Speaks asked for photographers at the
Champs, I wrote to Bruce Augustus to see if I could
be involved and received a reply from Bruce, accepting
my offer. The other reason to attend was to meet Ben
Shereshaw who is my favourite designer from
the thirties. I arranged to share a room and
hire vehicle with Allan and Bob whilst in Las
Vegas.
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flyers use modified sparkies. In the Ohlsson 23 event
George Tallent gets the sideport model to run as hard as
the FRV version from 1948. George modifies the porting,
raises the compression and running on “Alky” fuel (his
words), gets them to go quite hard. Don Blackburn is
another modifier of sparkies, getting 7100 revs from a
GHQ that would originally turn 2000 evs, if you could
get it to run. I am not sure how they allow this, I expect
it is an old boys network and the name of the game is
fun.
I have included some photos of different, interesting
models, rather than “Bombers” that seem to dominate
most of the R/C events. The Shereshaw 72 inch
“Mercury” was built by a large number of modellers, it
is now 38 Antique legal and a Madewell 49 would be a
good engine over here in this model.
The modified McCoy 60 series 20 engines on spark
ignition go quite hard on FAI fuel (no notro) turning the
narrow APC 12x4 prop at about 14,000 revs. The other
ignition engine to use is the Cunningham Blue Streak 64
that goes quite well.
DH.

The end result was I flew into Las Vegas
from Japan on an almost empty aircraft on a
Saturday morning at the end of September. I
made my way to Boulder Station Casino by
public transport for USD1.60, rather than
pay the USD35.00 taxi fare to this out of
town hotel.
Travelling to the El Eldorado Dry Lake
(past Henderson) on Monday morningsaw
a vast expanse of flat, cracked sand, with
mountains in the distance. When I arrived
we had two distinct groups of vehicles,
the first for R/C and the second for Free
Flight. The Free Flight group was larger as
it included a large number of rubber flyers,
rather than just power flyers.
I will report on the R/C flying only, but those
modellers that like old spark engines (like myself ) would
be in heaven at the F/F field. Several modellers were
using Arden .199 engines and several different Bunch
engines in F/F models.
In the Ohlsson sideport event, most flyers use the
last model .60 motor with stacked aluminium head from
1949/50 as they state it goes harder. Most competitive

This fine photo by Don Howie taken at the SAM
Champs 2001 shows Don Blackburn (Ignition
engine expert) with his GHQ (Get High Quick)
engine in his 1937 “Buccaneer”.
Standard old slag (kit engine) from the thirties
would turn 2,000 revs. This Blackburn modified
GHQ turns the Air-O prop at 7,100 revs in the
R/C Antique event.
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P.W. Hobbies
PRODUCT

SPAN AREA

OLDTIMERS:
Playboy Snr
Playboy 105%
Playboy 66%
Dallaire 75%
Dallaire 50%
Buzzard Bomb
Lanzo Bomber
Lanzo Bomber
Flamingo
Hyphen (Nost)

80”
84”
53”
80”
54”
72”
90”
76.5”
89”
80”

ENG

855 Sq”
.60 4st
934 Sq”
.40 2st
373 Sq” 2.0 cc
850 Sq”
.50 4st
374 Sq” 2.0 cc
860 Sq”
.50 4st
1260 Sq” .60 4St
918 Sq”
.40 2st
1340 Sq” .60 4st
666 Sq”
.40 4st

CONTROL LINE:
Peacemaker
35.5” Combat
Fury
24” Team Racer

3.5 cc
2.5 cc
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17 Bruton Grove, Swan Hill, VIC 3585
Manufacturers of ‘Old Fashioned’ & ‘Oldtimer Kits’
Phone: 03 5032 9664 Fax: 03 5032 9106

RETAIL
$117.00
$132.00
$ 82.00
$132.00
$ 82.00
$117.00
$140.00
$127.00
$140.00
$121.00
$ 57.00
$57.00

PRODUCT

SPAN AREA

ENG

RETAIL

GLIDERS / SLOPE:
Thermal Raiser 1.8m Elec.
Astro 05
$90.00
Sagitta
2 mtr 2 ch 600 Sq”
$121.00
Ridge Rebel
51” Slope soarer foam cores $86.00
SPORTS / SCALE:
Carrera.46 high Perform 57”
Wayfarer Bipe
52”
Flybaby
65”
Super Flybaby
65”
Extra 300
54”

658 Sq”
800 sq”
720 sq”
720 sq”
420 sq”

.46 2st
.65 4st
.65 4st
.65 4st
.46 2st

$197.00
$197.00
$197.00
$197.00
$204.00

MAIL ORDER AND PHONE ORDER SERVICE
AVAILABLE. WE ACCEPT VISA, BANKCARD,
MASTERCARD OR CHEQUES.
FREIGHT IS APPROXIMATELY $25.00 PER KIT
CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO PW HOBBIES.

November • December 2001

SAM 600 of Australia Newsletter # 76

Page 15

NIDDRIE MODEL AIRCRAFT SUPPLIES
HOBBY SERVICE ELECTRONICS

85A Hoffmans Road, Niddrie VIC 3024 Phone: 03 9331 0656 Fax: 03 9331 2633
e-mail: <rcmodels@ozemail.com.au>
www.ozemail.com.au/~rcmodels/

FOR ALL YOUR MODEL AIRCRAFT NEEDS

MOTORS: (Saito, MDS, GMS & OS), Hitec & Futaba Servos & Accessories.
Kits, Complete range of Dubro, Nicad Batteries & Chargers.
MAAA Testing Station, Australia’s Service Centre for Hitec & Futaba.
Silk: (Red, Blue, Yellow & White)
Mail Order Service: BankCard, Visa, MasterCard welcome.

THE MEETING HOME OF SAM 600

http://homepages.tig.com.au/~saturn/index.htm
e-mail:<saturn@tig.com.au>

T.

ES

7
19

7

KNOWN FOR QUALITY RADIO
SERVICE - NOW A FULLY STOCKED
R/C HOBBY SHOP

New E.T. (Extra Thick) Mega Bond
non-bloom for canopies & hinges.
Extra Thick 1oz $10.95 2oz $17.95
Partial Kits:
Lanzo Bomber (1/2 A 2cc 50”)
Lanzo Bomber (70%)
Swiss Miss (NEW - full Kit)
covering & glue included
DixieLander (full kit)
Stomper - free flight kit
1,000 sq ins (partial kit)
58” Lanzo Bomber Burford
2.5cc Partial Kit
(All prices include GST)
OzCover Light & OzCover 1m x 2m $10.95 1m x 5m
RhinoCover white 28’ x 2m $14.95 28” x 5m

$49.95
$69.95
$109.00
$99.00
$99.95
$79.95
$79.95

$25.95
$34.95

Hours:Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 till 6:00
Friday
9:00 till 7:30
Saturday
9:00 till 4:00
Mail Order a Speciality: Fax 03 9579 7666
1st Floor Ardena Court, East Bentleigh 3165
Phone: 03 9579 7555 03 9579 7566

Take off to Rogers for a
great selection of modelling gear
MODEL KITS
ACCESSORIES
RADIOS
ENGINES
ELEC. POWER
BATTERY PACKS
RECEIVERS
LEADS & PLUGS

BALSA
PROPS
BRASS
HARDWARE
COVERINGS
SERVOS
AND MUCH
MORE.

PLUS SERVICE &
REPAIRS,
AND FREE
ADVICE
FROM AN
EXPERT !

Rogers Radio Control Repairs
25 West Fyans Street, Geelong 3220
P.O. Box 789, Belmont VIC 3216

Phone: 03 5222 5085 Fax: 03 5224 2064

email: <roger@rogersradio.com.au>
www.rogersradio.com.au

”The Thermaleer” is the official newsletter of SAM 600 of Australia,
Victorian R/C Old Timers Association (SAM 600) Inc.
President/Treasurer Kevin Fryer
(H) 03 9842 4361 (Fax) 03 9848 8901
email <fryerkd@bigpond.com>
Vice President Mark Collins, (H) 03 9789 1162
Contest Director (W) 03 9569 4440
& NOTAM Co-ordinator email <matt28_@hotmail.com>
Secretary

Barry Barton,
(H) 03 5655 1767 (F( 03

Publisher/Editor Peter Bennett
(H) 03 9645 7272 (Fax) 03 9645 7732
Mobile: 0412 336 446
email <pcb@ozonline.com.au>
Safety Officer

Steve Gullock
(H) 03 5344 9334

Newsletter Mailings Fred Stebbing
03 9787 1802

Treasurer Norm Campbell, (H) 03 9836 0437
Auditor & Public Officer Ray Woodhouse
(W) 02 6056 6900 (H) 02 6056 2303
PO Box 1026 WODONGA 3689
e-mail <RW@virtualtax.com.au>
WebMaster Trevor Boundy
(H) 03 5628 7688
email <trevor@boundy39.com>
“SAM 600” and the “Model Recognition Page”
can be reached from <www.boundy39.com>
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Eut Tileston (starting engine) at the SAM
Champs 2001 with his 10 foot span 938
“Big Gull” powered with a Super Tigre 60
rear induction glo engine. Flown in C Glo
LER. Photo by Don Howie
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