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Left: What does this 30 year
old, beautifully restored Red
Zephyr from Albert Lea, Minnesota have to do with SAM 21 in
San Jose, California?
The connection is, believe it
or not,
Bob Vonkonsky ...
Find the story, and pictures I
guarantee you haven’t seen,
starting on page 10
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Next Meeting:

Thursday, July 26, 7:00 pm
SARATOGA FIRE HOUSE
Corner Saratoga Ave and Saratoga Hwy
Park in rear and enter through front door

For the Goodie Schedule - see page 2
Thanks to Dave Lewis for the June “goodies”
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2012 WEST COAST EVENT SCHEDULE
Revised 4 - 7 -12 cwc

(Italics are PRELIMINARY Dates - Subject to Change!)

Month
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN

Sat

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

4
11
18
25

5
12
29
26

MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

3
10
16
24

4
11
17
25

Sunday Only - SGMA Spring Contest FF/RC Waegell Field

APR
APR
APR
APR

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

(Easter Sunday )Sat Only NCFFC Sierra Champs - FF/RC Waegell

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

(Sunday is Mother's Day)
SAT 5/19 WINGS Of History OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY 5/25 only - SAM 51 Fun Fly - (New) Woodland/Davis Field

JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

Saturday Only - Western States Champs - FF/RC Waegell Field
SAM 21 RANCH ROMP - SCHMIDT RANCH - see flyer pg 9
Monday 6/18 Father's Day
FRIDAY 6/22 Only SAM 51 Fun Fly - Schmidt Ranch

JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

4
7
14
21
28

1
15
22
29

AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

SEPT
SEPT
SEPT

1
8
15

2
9
16

Monday 9/3 Labor Day
9th - 14th - SAM Champs, Muncie Indiana
Sunday Only- SGMA Combo - O.T RC Assist, Waegell field

SEPT
SEPT

22

23
30

21- 23 SAM 27 CRASH & BASH - Schmidt Ranch

OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

Thursday 11/22

Thanksgiving Day

DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

Tuesday 12-25

Christmas Day

JAN

14
21
28

Sun
1
15
22
29

WWW.SAM-21.ORG

Event
1/14-15 SOUTHWEST REGIONALS, Eloy Az
...
1/28 SAM 21 BANQUET— HOLDER’s Country Inn, Cupertino

SAM 26 SPRING ANNUAL RC Taft, Ca 805-739-0329

Saturday Only 4/28 - SAM 21 Speed 400/1/2A TEXACO contest -

Wednesday 7/4 Independence Day

1

VISIT SAM 21 Website:

2012 Meeting Dates
7:00 p.m.
@ SARATOGA FIRE
DEPARTMENT
Corner Saratoga Ave &
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy

January 26
February 23
March 22
April 26
May 24
June 28
July 26
August 23
September 27
October 25
November 17
(due to Thanksgiving Conflict)
December 15
(due to Christmas Conflict)

Saturday only - SAM 30 Fun Fly - Schmidt Ranch - see flyer pg 9

2012 “GOODIE”
Schedule

Saturday 20 - SAM 21 S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—DWARFs
Oct 27 - 28 SAM 26 - JOHN POND COMMEM,(37th) Taft, CA
Sunday Only- SGMA Fall Contest- O.T RC Assist, Waegell field
SATURDAY NOV 10TH - SAM 21 MECA COLLECTO

NEW YEARS DAY 2013
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Here are the choices for the year, by
“accident” excusing those who normally do
not attend meetings on a regular basis.
If you cannot accommodate this
schedule, then it will be your responsibility to “volunteer”/coerce another
member to take your place.
And, If you feel ‘The Call‘ (and aren’t
on this list), please call one of the unfortunate souls on the list and offer to take their
place. Note: there is a standby on call ...
JANUARY
Gurney
FEB
Roselle
MARCH
Sargent
APRIL
Alan Peterson
MAY
Leopold
JUNE
Lewis
JULY
Marshall
AUGUST
Chichilitti
SEPT
Henry Smith
OCT
Saso
NOV
Vanderbeek
DEC
Dowling
Standby: Noel Eberhardt
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MINUTES OF SAM 21 MEETING

JULY 2012 AGENDA

MEETING OF JUNE 28, 2012
Meeting called to order by President Brian
Sargent at 7:04PM. There were 15 members
present but no guests. The minutes of the May
meeting were approved by voice vote.
Treasurers Report: Lescher Dowling reported that we are still solvent and membership
now stands at a total 47. Bill Copeland advised that he
had received word of the passing of Bill Alberta of Red
Lodge, Montana. Bill was a flying buddy of George Joki
when they were in high school in Red Lodge.
Competition Report: Dave Lewis advised on the early
contest results of our annual contest a couple of weeks
ago; he had reported there were 11 contestants who entered and flew but it turns out there were actually only 10
fliers. His point was that the club was going to a lot of
work, expense and time putting on a full-blown contest
for only 10 fliers; nothing to do now, but we might keep it
in mind when we are planning the contest for 2013. This
year we had to have a work-party working almost 2 days
putting the contestant plaques together. A couple of
members disagreed and said so. The club thanked Bill
Vanderbeek for his great help with the contestant
plaques. The CD, Jake Chichilitti, gave a report on the
contest and he will have a report on the profit/loss next
month.
The date for the club's Collecto was discussed and it
was finally decided to leave it where it is which is Saturday, Nov. 10, 2012. Bill Copeland will do the flier and
we will send out post cards to all who have entered before. Dave Lewis said that Esther Joki had been trying
to contact Steve Roselle about George's models since
she wanted to clear out the garage. Dave said he would
call Esther and arrange to have the stuff picked up before the Collecto and it can be stored at Vanderbend
where the Collecto will be. Steve Roselle will make an
appointment with Esther Joki to inventory George's
model stuff.
The club's fall 1/2A Texaco/Speed 400 club contest
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 20, 2012.
Show & Tell: Bil Vanderbeek showed a plastic spring
loaded glider he picked up in Indonesia and showed his
Electric Mini-Pearl for NFFS E-36 class with a 202 sq in
wing area and 4 oz weight. Jake Chichilitti showed his
Supermarine S6-D seaplane with glow power. He has
had it for a while and has rebuilt it several times. Dave
Marshall showed his Fokker D-8 he built from a kit.
Power is by an electric motor and it has been flown once.
Lescher Dowling passed around a 2003 issue of Flight
Journal. Bill Copeland demonstrated some Altitude Limiting Devices. One was a an altitude recoding devise and
the other one actually could shut off electric, glow and
ignition engines at a pre-arranged altitude. Dave Lewis
passed out a couple of "grabbers" for taking off dope bottle lids and holding APC props.

MEETING OF 7/26/12
Call to order: Brian Sargent
Members present:
Guests present:
Introduction of guests.
Approval of minutes of the meeting of: 6/28/12
Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling
Membership report: Lescher Dowling
Competition report: Dave Lewis:
A) SAM 30 Fun Fly
B)
Unfinished Business/reports:
A) Chichilitti: Ranch Romp Financial report
B) Dowling: ‘Junior’ Membership
C) Sargent:
New business:
A)
B)

Copeland:
Open...

BREAK!!!
Show and Tell: All
Program: TBD.
Refreshments - Thanks to: Pat Lewis
Coffee - by SAM 21, courtesy of Lescher Dowling
Adjournment:
Next meeting: 8/23/12 at 7:00 pm Saratoga F. D.

Respectfully submitted, Dave Lewis, Secretary
The CLIPPER - newsletter of SAM 21

July 2012

Page 3

…Notes From
The Right Seat

From The June Meeting ...

Elsewhere in this issue is an expanded
report on the passing of another much admired member of our modeling world, former SAM 21 member, Bill Alberta. (see
facing page) It is never fun to consider the
journey in this world of others, but to stop to
consider one’s own journey, quickly brings
‘sobriety’.
Unfortunately, being responsible for
‘reporting the news’ in this case, SAM 21 related events, it becomes one’s duty to report even the events that sadden us.
I had the good fortune to have met Bill Alberta at the 2007
SAM Champs in Henderson, NV. Bill, and his long time friend
George Joki were like kids in a candy store. They actually took
time out to fly?
Another memory I have of Bill and George occurred when I
was Sec/Treas of ‘21 several years ago. George seemed determined to pay Bill’s dues each year and Bill always acted surprised and ‘upset’ that he couldn’t reciprocate as George always
paid Bill’s dues early. Great friends, great times.
We’re sorry they’re gone, but happy memories persist.

… let’s get to the coffee
break

Left: Jake Chichilitti discusses the history of his
‘Supermarine SD-6’

… ‘atta boy Dave’

Right: Dave Marshall presented his E-Fokker D-8

Left: Bill Vanderbeek’s
latest - an E-Mini Pearl
NFFS E-36 class free flight

At the ‘21 June meeting I thought that Gary Leopold was very
thoughtful when he humbly presented Dave Lewis with a bottle of
CA. He said it was the least he could do to make amends for ramming Dave’s Chinese Bomber in mid-air - chewing off a significant
portion of the Bombers left elevator and stabilizer. Needless to
say Dave, ‘21’s official Curmudgeon, didn’t seem amused.
(actually I think he was) I suspect the CA Gary offered had “gone
off” some months earlier - but I’m just guessing …

Also at the meeting, a substantive discussion on the future
format for the Ranch Romp was had. The resulting consensus
seemed to be that the effort to produce the event was worth carrying on in the future …

Hey, all you ‘treasure hunters’, can someone help Steve with
his magazine collection. Hate to see it heading to the dump ...

Right: From his
latest trip to exotic
lands Vanderbeek
brought this small
rubber powered
indoor ‘model’

A Really Big Deal Steal ...
I have 13 boxes of untablulated magazines from Bob Vonkonski's collection, passed to Bill Bowen, that Bill gave to me.
Also my collections of FM, MAN, RCM, MB, AIR PROGRESS, just to name a few. Some Air Trails and others dating
from the late 30, 40s 50, 60s and newer. I have yet to do a current tabulation of mine, but hope to get to it soon.
I'll make someone a really great deal on them!
Call Steve Roselle at: 650-969-1721
Or, E-mail him at: sroselle@earthlink.net
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Right: Vanderbeek with a
crude glider w/spring
loaded, pistol grip launcher
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In Memoriam ...
William M. “Bill” Alberta
Nov. 25, 1929 - Jan. 29, 2012
After a battle with cancer William M. “Bill” Alberta passed away peacefully Jan. 29, 2012 at
Beartooth Billings Clinic. A devoted husband and father, he was 82.
Born on Nov. 25, 1929 in Red Lodge, Bill was the oldest of three sons born to Richard and
Velma (Selak) Alberta. He attended Red Lodge schools and graduated from Carbon County
High School with the class of 1947.
After graduation, Bill enlisted in the U.S. Army for a year and then went to work for Chrysler
Corporation in Detroit, Mich. He was recalled to the Army during the Korean War and was stationed at Fort Ord, Calif., where he was a weapons instructor. While on furlough in Red Lodge he married the love
of his life, Norma Kero, on July 21, 1951. Together they lived in Monterey, Calif. Before he received his discharge
on Nov. 3, 1951, he turned down an appointment to West Point.
Bill and Norma returned to Billings, where he became employed by Shell Oil Co., and two daughters were born to
the family. Bill was an avid hunter and gun enthusiast
and was a member of the Black Otter Muzzleloaders
and Archery Club. In June 1964 Bill was transferred to
Oklahoma City and then to Denver. In 1973 they moved
to Houston where he worked for Shell until retiring in
1985.
They returned
to their home
in Red Lodge
in 1999
Bill became
interested in
aviation at the
age of 12. He
was a lifetime
member of
S.A.M.
(Society of
Antique Modelers) meeting
other members from
around the
world. Competition was the
name of the
game.
He earned his pilot’s license when he was 21 and continued to fly until selling his last airplane this past summer. Bill
was instrumental, along with friends, in building a state of
the art flying field for the youth of Red Lodge at the Elk’s
Golf Course.
He knew no stranger and would often greet a new person with “I’m so glad you could meet me.”
He was preceded in death by his parents and his daughter, Denise.
Bill is survived by his wife of 60 years, Norma; daughter
Patti (Jack) Allen and grandchildren (the apples of his eye),
Christopher and Ryan, all of Texas; brothers, John (Jan) of
Billings and Rich (Linda) of Clark, Wyo.; an uncle, Joe PenAbove: In both pictures above, Bill, left, times and spots for his long
time friend, George Joki at the 2007 SAM Champs in Henderson, NV dick of Red Lodge; an aunt, Helen of Lavonia, Mich.; and
several nieces and nephews.
(A clear case of ‘the blind leading the blind’…)
The CLIPPER - newsletter of SAM 21
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‘Altitude Limiting’ For The Sake Of Future
SAM Competition ?
This is the third article I’ve inserted into the Clipper, and the idea has not run out of steam yet. It
seems that the more SAM fliers hear of the proposed system the more it makes sense. At the recent SAM 21 Ranch Romp event, two more participants sat down with me for a serious conversation
about the issue and both came away at least partly
agreeing that the system may have merit.
So, let’s go on with a more detailed look at the
SAM contest results to test whether the idea of limiting the powered portion of a flight might be the
“great leveler”.
At least half of the contests held in Northern California combined Class A, B and C ignition with glow
LER. Guess what happened - there were few ignition models that came anywhere near the glow
times. I submit that this should tell us something that Ignition and Glo cannot fairly compete using
current rules, yet combining classes makes good
sense for contest organizers. Could altitude limiting
“level the flying field’” and provide incentive for
more people to participate?
Additionally, the number of contestants in the
combined events provided at least some, if handicapped, competition.
Let’s face it, the number of contestants in almost
all contests in 2011/2012 was less than 20. Specifically, at the SAM 26 Spring Opener the number of
contestants who recorded official time was about
20. At the SAM 21 Ranch Romp, 10 contestants
recorded official times. Are we going to doggedly
continue to serve this limited number of participants
in our traditional contest structure, or, should we
look for a way to attract fliers of all types? I understand, parenthetically, that some elements of SAM
21 were prepared to at least discuss the lack of attendance at their annual Ranch Romp which took a
lot of effort to serve the rather meager result.
As promised in our last installment, field testing
of Altitude Limiting parameters has begun. On a
recent (rare) relatively calm day at the Livermore
Flying Electrons flying field, Dr. Joe and I arrived at
the field early to find out what a “reasonable” altitude cut off height might look like. After installing an
altitude recording device on his speed 400, Foote
Westerner, we tried to use the current rules 90 second motor run. Before that time elapsed Dr. Joe
said, to him it already seemed too high for his comfort so the motor was cut off at about 60 seconds. I
The
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was able to see the model clearly and when, after
successfully landing, we checked the ’altimeter’ and
it read 174 ‘feet’?
That didn’t seem right as we both agreed that it
seemed ’higher’ to us?
Nothing to do but try again. For the second flight
we ignored the motor run time and again tried to
limit the height to allow us to still see the airplane
reasonably well. We again both agreed that we
could still see the airplane well enough, but Dr. Joe
complained that, to him, it was high enough to require his full concentration to keep it in sight. I had it
all the way with little problem. After working a couple of weak thermals just for fun the airplane was
brought down successfully and we hurried to see
the recorded altitude. Higher, but a still disappointing 211 ‘feet’.
We needed to establish a bench mark altitude to
work from, so we agreed to get to the field next time
with our ’twin’ Leisure Bombers with Schnerle .25’s
which are well tested.

Stop the Presses!
It turns out that, after some research (if all else
fails, read the directions) by Dr. Joe’s son Jon, that
the answer might be in the programming of the
‘How High’. The unit is designed to read altitudes in
feet or meters. Following the directions, the unit
was found to be set for meters. Well, that made a
difference between 211 meters and 696 feet. That’s
all the difference in the world and reassures Dr. Joe
and I, that our eyesight is still functional.
Turning to the testing of the ‘Sky Limit’ altitude
cut off module was undertaken to calm our nerves.
To make testing simple, we decided that actual
flight was not necessary so we simply installed the
Sky Limiter in my Clipper (with electronic ignition)
with the ‘cut off altitude’ set at 55 feet, Dr. Joe and I
loaded into my van, with Dr. Joe in the back seat
and the Clipper next to him on the floor.
We set out to find a hill at least 60 feet high. Our
first attempt, close to my neighborhood, produced
no cut off response. Intuitively, we concluded that
the hill may have been less than 55 feet above our
starting point. Pressing on, we decided on another
location somewhat farther from home.
Arriving at the base of the new ‘hill’ we reset the
unit and, with Dr. Joe’s eagle eye on the red light
signaling the ignition to be on, we proceeded up the
hill. About halfway up - RED LIGHT OFF! The altitude cut off worked as advertised!
Next month: further testing of the Sky Limit
‘timer’ function and, hopefully some flight testing of
a reasonable altitude cut-off base using our Class B
Bombers.
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Cecil Cutbirth Estate Sale

Ignition Engines
Brown Jr 60 Ign - 6 to choose from

Ign

Ign
Ign
Ign
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Ed Hamler Wins Euro Championship!
From late breaking news in the last issue, we now have more
information (mostly pictures as complete details of results are
not available at this time) from the Euro Champs event. Ed was
joined by Roy Brown from the U.S.
We do have video. Try these links:

Don’t ever let Ed near a microphone ...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4kqM5O622I&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZ-Hc79GbCo&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E33yoHa7d0U&feature=relmfu

glid
autiful
the be
t
u
o
k
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ers ...

Ed call
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lift for
belli w
Gabrie
ith his
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Dallair
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… opening Ceremony - lots of contestants
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Texaco weigh in … beautiful flying field
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Warren Pickering : 530-846-2541

an ‘oldie’.
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The Red Zephyr Lives To Fly Again!
The following story and pictures are from an E-mail to Ed Hamler requesting information on Bob Vonkonsky. Ed forwarded the request from
Gordon (Gordy) Wenum who lived in Spring Valley, Wisconsin.
When I advised Gordy of Bob’s passing it elicited the following reply:

My name is Gordon Wenum and I now reside in Albert Lea,
MN. When I was a teen and living in Spring Valley, WI, my Dad
and I met and became friends with Bob Vonkonsky.
My Dad is gone now, but I am still flying his old models,
among them a Dragonfly and a Red Zephyr. We got our start in
RC with the help of Bob as he visited relatives in Spring Valley
each year. We traded an old Brownie ignition engine for our first
radio with Bob.
Then this:
I well remember meeting Bob when I was just a kid, through
my dad, Palmer. Bob and his family would visit his in-laws in my
home town of Spring Valley, Wisconsin. My Dad was a lifelong
modeler who loved the classics and the old timers so, on one of
his visits he and Bob connected quickly. Bob helped my Dad get
into RC and connected him with John Pond. Dad ended up
sending many plans to John to add to his collection, among them
being the Flying Quaker and his plans for a Rearwind Speedster
which I believe were 1/4 scale. Bob also assisted me in finding a
home for Dad's collection of Air Trails magazines after my Dad's
passing in 1999.
I had been thinking of Bob a lot recently as I have been restoring my Dad's 30 year old Red Zephyr. On one of Bob's visits
to Spring Valley in 1983, he flew the Zephyr for Dad on it's
maiden flight.
In years following, once I knew how to fly, Bob taught me how
to find and catch thermals. I was always amazed at how he
could make the Zephyr continue to climb after the engine
run. He would get the Zephyr so high I thought we would never
see it again.
Last week I flew the Zephyr again and it flew as it did in the
past, but was not able to keep it up very long after the engine
run. That's what prompted me to contact him again. I think he
would have been as pleased as my Dad to hear the 30 year old
Zephyr has been restored and in service once again.
When I think back to my time with Bob it was limited to a
handful of meetings and conversations, but he did have a lasting
impression on me. I guess that is a mark of a great man.
I have attached a photo of the Zephyr after my restoration. My building time is very limited so, after finishing this project, I have a whole new level of respect for my Dad's building
skills and knowledge.
Ed Note: My thanks to Ed Hamler and Gordon Wenum for making this story
come to light.
A special thanks to Gordon who made the extra effort to make sure we had the
pictures. Keep in touch Gordon ..

Above: That’s Bob Vonkonsky, circa 1983 propping up his full size
Boehle Giant That’s Bob’s AMA number on the Giant (note Sailplane in
right foreground)

Above: Gordon Wenum with his dad’s restored, and recently flown,
thirty year old Red Zephyr.

Is this a small world - or what?
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… The Red Zephyr
Right: Palmer Wenum, circa 1983, with his then new, Red Zephyr

Below: Bob Vonkonsky, also circa 1983, with Gordon, center
and an unidentified young man.

Below: Palmer Wenum circa 1938 With the original
Red Zephyr. Note hand written detailed description
of various engine and ignition elements at the top
and bottom of the photo.
Top: “ignition of flashlight batteries, high tension coil,
condenser and spark plug. Arm in front of cylinder
was spark advance …”
Bottom: “ Brown Jr. ‘D’ engine cost $10 in 1936. 14”
hand carved maple propeller, SAE 70 oil mixed with
white gas for fuel…”

Above: Palmer Wenum with Red Zephyr - 1983
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45 cents

Here’s Your Copy of the July, 2012 SAM 21 Clipper
(Read at your own risk!)

First Class
PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent: 15575 Upper Ellen Road Los Gatos, CA 95033 Tele: 408-353-1977 E-Mail: bhsargent@gmail.com
VICE PREZ: Jake Chichilitti: 509 Cambridge Street Belmont, CA 94002 Tele: 650-595-8105 E-Mail: jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com
2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net
SECRETARY: Dave Lewis:
TREASURER: Lescher Dowling: 1122 Merrimac Drive Sunnyvale, CA 94087 Tele:408-739-0652 E-mail: lescher2@aol.com
EDITOR:
Bill Copeland: 4863 Primrose Lane, Livermore, Ca 94551 Tele: 925-321-1552; Toll free - 1- 866-672-2672; E-mail:bnbent@pacbell.net
Competition Coordinator: Dave Lewis: 2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net

SAM 21 - 2012 Membership Application Form
Check one:

NEW Member

RETURNING Member

Check one:

FULL Member $25

ASSOCIATE Member $15 (newsletter only)

SAM No._____________________ AMA No. _______________
(Req’d if full)

Name: ___________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________

Mail to Treasurer:
Lescher Dowling
1122 Merrimac Drive

Phone: ____________________________

Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Email Address: __________________________
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