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SAM21 Current Affairs 
Latest  dope….. 

SAM21 Collecto happened,  Prez Sarg reported the turn out a fair bit lighter than last year. 12 
tables (out of 19 available) were sold, 29 attendees signed in.  A few paid attendees did not 
show due to illness and surgery. The event was pretty much over by 10:30 am. Thank you to 
all that stayed to help clean up. Alan provided the coffee and donuts. I heard the coffee and 
donuts were excellent! 

The general meeting commenced at 10:45 am. 8 members were presents.  

Meeting Minutes: 

 Minutes were passed from last meeting 

 Brian Sargent laid it out for us.  We have fewer members than ever.  We have lost active 
members due to death and we have lost active members due to age and infirmity.  Brian 
cannot continue as president as he is slammed at work.  There is a question about using 
the Firehouse which could be available to us.  Do we have enough members to 
attend?  The Firehouse costs $280 per year.  Zoom meeting were discussed and 
dismissed. 

 We absolutely need new people at the President and Vice President level. 

 Brian Sargent will continue as CD for the SAM21 contest. 

 If SAM 21, the first and oldest club of its kind originally started by John Pond, is to 
continue this web presence must be excellent.  We have to contribute to it.  We have to 
spotlight how nice the Ranch flying site is even though it is a long way off.  We have to 
spotlight that we fly gas & electric at the same venue and that we are the only site in 
northern California that can fly old time gas without mufflers for R/C.  We are a R/C assist 
THERMAL DURATION club for gliders and power airplanes and rubber? 

 We have to consider ourselves a R/C club.  Our only site is the Ranch.  Free Flight there 
is not possible since the surrounding orchards are growing up. 

 We could trim down to only one officer with a CD and hold contests. 

 Brian Chan as editor is the only thing holding the club together at this point.  Brian is 
going for back surgery next year and flying less SAM.   

 Cliff will stay on Treasurer. 

 Cliff says it is pointless to collect dues at this time.  

 The MECA COLLECTO is counting as our November meeting.  The first in over two years 
that has witnessed the loss of key members. 

 The December meeting will be the White Elephant meeting and 
"Banquet" at Alan Peterson's home  at 11:00 AM on Sunday 
December 4th.  

 

Next Meeting will be held at the SAM21 Christmas Party (December 4th) at Gina 
and Alan Peterson’s,  11 a.m..  
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Photo by Brian Sargent 

Photos From SAM21 Collecto, November 12, 2022 

Cliff and Alan, the gate keepers. 

V.P. Tom and Ates at the Collecto. 

Part of the Livermore gang, Brian and Jeff. 
Looks like they have some stuff to sell. 

The Collecto was lightly attended. 

Loren from SAM27 came down for a visit. 

Some tether cars made an appearance. 
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Loren with a Benny Boxcar, maybe? 

A few more Benny Boxcars at C & B. 

Steve with a Buzzard Bombshell. 

Ed gives Sarg a helping hand on his Boxcar! 

It is always nice to see new blood at a SAM 
event! 

Looks like Sarg had worn Ed out! 

More Pictures from SAM 27 Crash & Bash 
photo Credit: Tom Faith (more photos in the October Clipper) 
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A little gem at the auction, 1949 Mamiya 60 Ignition Engine 

This is a Japanese made ignition engine, dated back to 1949. It is missing a gas tank, all of 
the other parts seem to be there. There is some play on the bushing on the connecting rod, 
I think. It has a metal fuel line from the tank to the spray bar. 

This is what a complete one looks like, with 
a some sort of plastic tank attached to the 
backplate. 

A home made bracket to secure the loose 
end of the fuel tubing from breaking off. 
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History of SAM21 
I received a nice letter from Steve Roselle after I 
asked Sarg regarding the history of SAM21, in 
particular when Chapter SAM21 was formed; 

Brian, Sarge sez you are trying to find out when SAM21 
was started. 

I too wondered about this and some years ago tried to 
contact AMA about when the chapter #1470 was 
opened.  they could not answer that. 

John Pond founder was long gone by then,  I contacted 
a friend of his, Tex Neuman, with whom John used to 
build models together in a hangar loft after hours at 
Hollister airport. 

Located Tex in Utah or Idaho (forget which) and had a 
phone conversation.  Tex could not remember when 
John Pond started SAM21 date-wise. Tex was by then a 
reverend or holy man and had outgrown modeling. 

Later when member Jim Gerard, passed away, Fred 
Terzian found some of Jim's SAM21 newsletters in the 
back of a cargo box on Jim's property in Soquel (I 
believe) and gave them to me.  I attach the earliest one, 
June 1976. 

Also (recently passed) member Dave Bruner gave me 
his collection of SAM Speaks and SAM 21 letters all 
neatly bound in folders. Dave also kept a SAM21 photo 
album overflowing with pics. Believe I gave that to 
somebody when I moved out of Mountain View to Chico. 

Going thru the SAM 21 folder is very interesting to me. 
They date from JAN 1977 to Dec 1986. 

I joined SAM 21 after John Pond made a raid on 
SBSS  in the late 1970s but didn’t remember the exact 
date.  Going thru Dave letters, I discovered that Jack 
Alten had joined also from SBSS in the Oct 1978 issue 
but no mention of me. Ted Kafer was editor. Soon Alten 
proposed an all electric SAM OT meet.  IT was held at 
Gilroy school field in April 31 1979.  I had been jazzed 
and built my first O/T model an M&P kit of the 84: Flying 
Quaker.  It had 3/8” sq longerons and was very 
heavy.  What did I know being a back & forth flyer.  I 
used an Astro 25G motor and 32 oz of Nicads.  Oooff! 

Found the results and I placed 6 of 6 with the 84” 
Quaker, but it was a success anyway. 

So that’s all I know about the origins of SAM21, except 
that I first ran across John Pond in the late 1960's at 
the Pioneers R/C club fun fly in Sunnyvale. John 
demonstrated a large blimp-like model that astounded 
me for flying so slow, but it was a decade before I 
actually caught the OT bug. 

Reading thru those 1970s letters I realized that SAM 
competition was done in feudal areas, not a unified 
national set of rules. Originally Pond favored Texaco 
events and LER was hampered by the SAM free-
flighters dislike of R/C, they wanted R/C assist rules 
where one would launch without touching the tx (FF) 
and time stopped when control was exercised. SAM 
21/27 flew by a set of early electric rules based on the 
Astro Flight & Leisure (Boucher brothers) feuding. SAM 
49 was in Bob's camp while we were in Roland's 
purview.  At some point Don Bishop called for a north/
south meeting (SAM 21 vs 49) to discuss electric rules 
and managed to get us all to agree on a unified 
California electric rules set.  Later they were submitted 
to a SAM rules vote which passed and the 'modern' era 
of SAM electric competition started.  At Jean Nevada 
Champs 1989, Bekins took flight data and proposed a 
change to LER engine runtimes which prevails to this 
day. 

Somewhere I have some CDs from former SAM 
Speaks editor (Roland) who digitized all the SAM 
Speaks issues. Have not found them today but 
remember paging thru and noting all the times John 
Pond was mentioned. John was instrumental in forming 
SAM along with the SAM 1 Colorado club (Magnificent 
Mountain Men, MMM). They may have held the first 
national meet that became the   SAM Champs. 

If John was not the first to propose SAM he was very 
close. 
I remember Ed Hamlers arrival in California SAM 
contest at Weagell field.  He was recently moved from 
Georgia and flew a pretty 1/2A Quaker which did very 
well in his hands. 

 
Steve Roselle 

 

If anyone out there  has more information  
regarding the history of SAM21, please send me 
a note of what you know. Thanks 

Brian, sam21editor@gmail.com 
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A Historical Artifact of SAM 21 Submitted By Steve Roselle 
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Historical Artifact of SAM21 continue 
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SAM 21 Officers 
PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent:  15575 Upper Ellen Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033  Tele: 408-656-3662  E-mail: bhsargent@gmail.com  
VICE PREZ:   Tom Faith:    1132 Roy Avenue San Jose, CA 95125 Tele: 408-267-0645  E-mail: seaspider@att.net 
SECRETARY: Alan Peterson:  1115 Seena Avenue  Los Altos, CA 94024  Tele: 650-941-6557  E-mail: alansoars@aol.com 
TREASURER: Cliff Shekell: 2473 Briarwood Dr. San Jose, Ca. 95125  Tele: 408-269-5065 E-mail: tedbear1@pacbell.net  
MEMBERSHIP:  Steve Roselle:  16114 Janet Way, Grass Valley, Ca 95949  Tele: 650-465-1996  E-mail: sroselle@earthlink.net 
CHIEF EDITOR:  Brian Chan:  113 Starlite Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402 Tele: 650-867-8813 E-mail: SAM21editor@gmail.com 
COMP. COORDINATOR: Brian Sargent:  Same as  President, See above. 

Mail Form To Treasurer 

Cliff Shekell 
2473 Briarwood Drive 
San Jose, Ca 95125 

SAM 21—2023 Membership Application Form 

       

Check one: RETURNING MEMBER NEW MEMBER 

FULL MEMBER $10.00 ASSOCIATE MEMBER $10.00 (Newsletter only) 

Make Payment to  SAM21 

SAM No. ___________________ AMA No. ______________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ 

Phone: (            ) ______________ Cell: (            )_________________ 

Required for Full membership 

Just One (or two) More: 
The Dynamic Duo, Roselle and Sargent at the SAM27 Crash & Bash (left) and the SAM 
Champs, Eldorado Dry Lake (right). 

Don’t forget SAM21  Christmas Meeting and 
Party on December 4th! 


