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Club Meeting December 4th , Runway Grill 12:30      Club Contest November 6th  & 7 th   

Be sure to show up for the club meeting ! 

We at SAM-1 have now come to a critical juncture with our club. Due 

to the reduction in our membership, and the amount of dues collected 

each year, we are projecting that we will not be able to cover next 

yearôs expenses. I have asked our Secretary/Treasurer to make a 

detailed report to our membership outlining our anticipated income and 

expenses so we can make some informed decisions for the future of 

SAM-1. Incidentally, the reason we were able to make this yearôs 

budget was due to a large carry over from previous years. We officers 

would not like to see the demise of SAM-1 therefore we have 

discussed several alternatives. At this time we would like to extend to 

all members the opportunity to give this careful consideration, and also 

let us know of other ideas you may have. We want all members to have 

a voice in this matter, for the betterment of SAM-1. 

Here are a few alternatives we have thought of, 

1. We could increase the dues structure to cover the anticipated 

field lease, expenses and the newsletter costs. The unknown is; 

will a large dues increase cause some members to drop out, 

thereby making an extra assessment necessary during the year? 

2. Keep the dues structure nearly the same, and negotiate with the MMM club to accept an affordable 

amount for the field lease. We would keep the newsletter active as well as the club meetings.  

3. Give up our participation with the lease sharing, considering that we have had very poor attendance at 

our flying weekends, with only 3 or 4 flyers in attendance. The SAM flyers who would want to continue 

to fly, can do so by joining the MMM club. We can keep the SAM-1 charter alive and also keep the 

newsletter and the club meetings active. We could also maintain the indoor flying at Lowry, and 

possibly increase the Delta Dart program. Individuals could also compete in the SAM nationals, 

representing SAM-1. 

4. Dissolve SAM-1, and cancel our charter with AMA, and the State of Colorado. We would be obligated 

to send a letter to the SAM National organization informing them of our demise. 

Sincerely your club officers, 

Duane Hjerleid, President,  Norman Frawley, Vice President,  Richard Sills, Secretary/ Treasurer 

  

Is this the future of SAM 1? 
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The SAM 1 Memorial Contest- September 11 th  & 12 th 
The Memorial contest and picnic was attended by 11 people, including 4 spouses. It started Saturday with a healthy 

breeze blowing from the south-
east at about 10 to 15 mph, 
however by about mid morning 
the glider flyer's got their flights 
in. as well as some R.C. flights. 
By afternoon the winds calmed 
down a bit and some good 
flights were made.  Sunday the 
flying was one of the best days 
anyone could remember.  Not 

everyone signed up for the 
contest, but they should have as 

plenty of maxes were made.  I had some long chases nearly to the west fence 
with FF rubber.  A couple of spectacular crashes occurred, with Jack and 
Norman's planes. Rich had a great R. C. flight if you like to look for specks in 
the sky. Mike put on quite a show with several R.C. planes as well as free flight gas models. Norman flew his beautiful 
Sailplane. Thanks to the spouses, we had a great picnic both days, and we flyer's sure thank them for their work.  It 
seemed that we had a lot of activity, and everyone was busy.  We had 6 fliers on the field and all enjoyed flying. We will 

be awarding the 
trophies at the 
December 
meeting. It was 
too bad that 
more members 
did not show up 
and take 
advantage of 
the great flying 
conditions.  
 Duane Hjerleid, 

CD  

SAM 1- Jack Warkins, Richard Sills,  Norm Frawley, Mike Fields, Marcia Clarke, Al Yuhasz, Carol Hjerleid, Duane 
Hjerleid.  Kathy Sills is behind the camera taking the picture! 

Carol and Duane Hjerleid getting ready to post 
another max in small rubber.           K Sills photo 

Norm Frawley prepping the Anderson 
Spitfire-powered Sailplane for another 
flight- awesome flyer!                 K Sills photo 
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Mike Fields praying for another thermal to 
blow through.             Kathy Sills photo 

Dick Sills launches the Scientific Commodore for yet another max. 
How does he do that?              Kathy Sills photo 

[ƻƻƪΗ ¦Ǉ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜΣ ƴƻ- ƛǘΩǎ the 
Mystery Plane! Jack Warkins gets some stick time before 
the ill-fated flight. The flag on the antenna gives a clue as 
to the cause of its demise.                        Sills photo 

The Mystery Plane breaking ground on its maiden flight. If 
you recognize this plane- let us know! It was a great flying 
plane, but fell victim to gusting winds.                                                        
Kathy Sills photo 
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This photo pretty much says it all- flying SAM events on the best field in the nation. We need to find more SAM flyers so 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘΗ ¢ƘŜ aŜmorial Event was well attended- though many of the SAM 1 members whom attended 
were there only in spirit. Here are some of the more recent SAM 1 members who were guiding the thermals our way:  

¶ Karl Bruggeman 

¶ Art Grosheider 

¶ Ed Smull 

¶ Sweeney Hayashi 

¶ Art Hillis 

¶ Jerry Hagan 

¶ Gail Jackson 

¶ Bob Smith 

¶ Bud Warren 

¶ Dave Ramsey 

¶ Wally Lieper 

¶ Bill Layne 

¶ Bill Etherington   

Mike Fields launching his new 1/2A Sailplane acquired from Jack Fatjo- great flier!      Another superlative Kathy Sills photo 

Norm Frawley with his Unlucky Lindy!   
Sills photo 

Art Hillis- one of the members who will 
always be in attendance. Fields photo 
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There are a number of SAM members whom are still around, but we just 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ them any more- Maurice Kaiser, Bill Monday, Don Lund, Matt 

Curtiss, Jack Dech, Jerry Hahn, Ralph Mroch, Bob Miller, Sean Hillis, Dean 

Sadler, Bob Schleim, Frank Tap, Irvin Vinzant, Jim Whelan, Frank 

Armbruster, John Berryman and Tom Boyles.  

Then we have the other guys who moved away- Ken Kullman, Jim Lang, 

John Anders, Kirk Kirkham, Tim Dannels, Karl Morgan, Greg Strevey and 

Jack Phelps.  

Even a number of MMM flyers who used to fly in both clubs have moved 

on to concentrate their efforts to MMM alone- Herb Kothe, Chuck 

Etherington, Randy Reynolds, Don DeLoach and Bill Gieskieng.  

A couple of members are on the injured reserve list- Jack Fatjo and Ralph 

±ƛǎŎŜǊŀΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎΦ Dave Jansen keeps 

showing up for meetings, despite a terrible case of arthritis and the 

dialysis which keeps him from flying at the fieldΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΗ 

The following biography of Carl Goldberg ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !a! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭŜǊ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

biography and more on the AMA website at http://www.modelaircraft.org/museum/abc.aspx - AMA History Program  

The AMA History Program Presents:  

Biography of CARL GOLDBERG 
Began Modeling in 1925 
1912 to January 21, 1985 
Compiled by NR 
Transcribed, written & edited by SS (11/2002), Updated by JS (9/2008), (11/2008), (08/2009) 

Career: 

¶ Received an honorable mention flying a twin pusher at the 1928 Nationals 

(Nats) 

¶ Won first place in indoor competition at the 1934 Nats 

¶ Opened a hobby shop in 1935 in Chicago after selling modeling supplies 

through mail order while in college 

¶ A founder of the Central Gas Model Plane Society in the summer of 1935 

¶ Formed the Chicago Aeronuts club 

¶ Designed and built his first gas engine-powered model, the Valkyrie, in 

1936 

¶ Was the national indoor champion around 1937 

¶ Worked as chief designer of Comet Model Company from 1939 to 1945 

This photo of Carl ran on the cover 

of Radio Control ModelerΩs May 

1985 issue in a tribute to him after 

his death. 

Jerry Murphy is still supporting SAM 1! Way to 
go, old friend!   Fields photo 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/museum/abc.aspx-


   Exhibits  
SAM 1    The Model Museum Flying Club      October 2010  

6  

 

¶ Designed the popular Clipper and the famous Zipper for Comet as well as training material for the U.S. military 

¶ Traveled the U.S. in the early 1940s giving lectures and demonstrations at schools and for model clubs 

¶ After Comet, started a business with Mike Schlesinger and Sid Axelrod that eventually became Top Flite Models 

¶ In 1955, he started Carl Goldberg Models and designed numerous models including the Blazer, Ranger, 

Swordsman 18 and the Shoestring Stunter 

¶ Some kits produced by Carl Goldberg Models include the Senior Falcon, Eaglet, Eagle, Sky Tiger and Junior Tiger 

Honors: 

¶ 1959: AMA Fellow 

¶ 1969: Model Aviation Hall of Fame  

¶ 1978: National Free Flight Society Hall of Fame  

¶ 1984: Vintage Radio Control Society Hall of Fame 

¶ 1984: Howard McEntee Award 

¶ 1992: Society of Antique Modelers Hall of Fame 

¶ 1996: Kits and Plans Antiquitous Hall of Fame 

The following biography on Carl Goldberg came from The History of the Academy of Model Aeronautics: 

Including Part One and Part Two From the Beginning to the Year 1966, written by Willis C. Brown and Dick 

Black that was published first in 1966; the second part was published in 1967. This biography comes from 

Part One written by Willis C. Brown. It was completed by November 1965. 

Carl Goldberg 
άMr. Modeling̈  title given by American Modeler magazine, hailed by expert builders and beginners alike as Expert 

Designer. Carl is typical of the many designers who have come to the top from the rank of model builders and flyers and 

herein represents a host of individuals with similar talents. 

The luster of his name has not dimmed with the years. At age 15 living in New Rochelle, New York, he flew his first single 

propeller pusher for about 65 feet. He attended the 1928 Nationals (Nats) flying a twin pusher and received an 

honorable mention certificate. 

Carl was fascinated by the possibilities of the fragile indoor models that he saw at the Nats. Skills in designing and 

building developed fast; seven years later, he won a first place in this difficult event at the 1934 Nats. Frank ZaicΩs Model 

Aeronautics Yearbook 1935-1936 gives the plans for CarlΩs open class C indoor record plane- duration 23 minutes and 

29.3 seconds. 

He opened a hobby shop in Chicago where he was living in 1935, but he spent much of his time still building and flying 

model planes. He showed his ever-increasing skills by producing a most advanced and unusual gas model, the Valkyrie. 

After several years in his hobby shop, Carl became chief designer of Comet Models. His success was immediate, as he 

had just designed what became the most popular Comet Clipper. CarlΩs next and most famous model was the Zipper. 

Gas Bird 
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He stayed with Comet Models for six years, designing several other Free Flight gas models, Control Line models and, for 

the armed forces, a classroom wind tunnel. Then in 1947, he worked under the 

name of Top-Flite producing such designs as Zing, Cumulus, Trainer, Rascal, and a 

dozen Jig Time beginner kits. 

In 1955, he went into business for himself, designing and manufacturing Carl 

Goldberg Models. With the help of his wife and family, he started with a simple 

line of $1 kits, scale like and made mostly of sheet balsa. Later came the Blazer, 

Ranger, and the Swordsman 18. C.G. Models were really on their way when he 

produced the Shoestring Stunter. 

Competition flying is in CarlΩs blood. He is famous for having participated in every Nats since 1928. As an old timer, but 

always with fresh ideas, Carl has figured prominently in the history of model aviation and the Academy ¡V always 

encouraging, always willing to help and always anxious to give others credit for his own success. 

The following inf ormation on Carl Goldberg was written by Evan T. Towne for the AMA History Program in 

2000. 

Carl Goldberg: Mr. Model Aviation 
By Evan T. Towne 

In 1925 at the age of 13, Carl built his first model airplane. It did not fly, but it presented the type of challenge that he 

enjoyed, so he started making a better one. For the rest of his life this seemed to be his goal. 

In 1920, the National Aeronautic Association (NAA) sponsored contests for full-sized airplanes. By 1923 the IMAC (Illinois 

Model Aero Club) with Bertram Pond as a prominent member, convinced the NAA that they should have a model 

contest at the same time, so they did. In 1975, Bert Pond and Jim 

Noonan convinced the AMA to make the year of 1976 the 50th 

anniversary Nationals in the nationΩs bicentennial year in Dayton, 

Ohio- the hometown of the Wright brothers. To do this, the five NAA 

Nationals were added, making 50. Bert Pond felt compelled to say 

that it was from this first AMLA National in 1928 that famous modeler 

Carl Goldberg had entered every National and in no way did the 

change detract from Mr. GoldbergΩs most enviable record. Carl was a 

contestant and placed second in an indoor flying event in 1928.  

As early as 1930, he had introduced polyhedral wings to replace the 

almost universal vee-dihedral in model airplanes. 1931 found him 

enrolled at the University of Wisconsin. For money, he started selling 

microfilm solution, rubber lubricant, and MRL brown rubber via mail 

order. He soon designed two 10-inch all-balsa models and added these to his business. 

By 1934, he dropped out of college, moved to Chicago, and opened a small hobby shop. CarlΩs mother Beth often helped 

in his hobby shop. He became very adept at working with microfilm models. This type of model requires very close 
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attention and an extra amount of manipulative expertise. Around 1937, Carl was the national indoor champion flying 

three-gram rubber-powered microfilm models with a propeller rpm somewhere under 60. 

The summer of 1935, he became one of the founders 

of the Central Gas Model Plane Society. It was 

necessary to build a gas model within six months of 

joining. Also with another group of modelers, he 

formed the Chicago Aeronuts club. One of the 

foundations of the club was to advance the hobby by 

freely passing on άsecrets of successέ to any and all 

hobbyists, wherever they were. Some of the other 

clubs were very secretive about how and why. Carl 

was always interested in promoting all aspects of 

modeling. He was a teacher and was adept at finding 

how to do things correctly and willingly told others. 

Carl was a real experimenter and innovator. 

In 1936, he designed and built his first gas engine-

powered model, the Valkyrie, with a huge 10-foot 

wingspread. Instead of placing the wing directly on the fuselage, he built a tall platform and mounted it on that. Carl 

gave credit for the pylon design to Alvin Anderson, but Carl is the one to put it to good use. His pylon-mounted wing on a 

series of beautiful models almost single-handedly ended the reign of realistic cabin models like the Westerner for Free 

Flight. An interesting note was that even the Comet Company that kitted this series of planes didnΩt know what to call it. 

The Zipper ads said the models had an έautomatic pilot wing mountέ. Soon there were two separate camps of thoughts 

about that planes that looked like real airplanes or planes designed to fly with little appearance to real airplanes other 

than having wings, fuselage and tail surfaces. The battle still rages today [2000].  

Dave Thornberg reports for 1938, Carl Goldberg, after winning indoor again, came skipping onto the Wayne County field 

just 10 minutes before the final bell in open gas. He had under his arm a curious little plane with a Dennymite up front. It 

looked dangerously overpowered. According to legend, the design came about as the result of a bet that he couldnΩt fly 

ά60-60έ a .60 engine in a 60-inch airplane. The Dennymite was only a .46, but the model had just 46-inches of wing. If it 

flew, heΩd win the bet with 10 inches to spare. For reasons that soon became obvious, Goldberg dubbed the final version 

of the strange-looking airplane the Zipper.  

Model Airplane News magazine editor, Charlie Grant, wrote, άOne of the most remarkable flights was made by a little 

six-foot model which literally tore off the ground and spiraled itself vertically upward at an angle of about 60 to 80-

degrees. Actually, it acted like a helicopter, the propeller pulling it nearly vertically. It climbed to an elevation of about 

600 feet before the motor cut.έ 

As early as 1941, Carl was pleading for the use of dethermalizers to stop άfly-awaysέ instead of shorter engine runs. He 

loved the sound of an open throated .60 screaming skyward. 


