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                  The Geezer  
Official Journal of the WA Model Aero Club (inc) and  

SAM 270 Western Australia 
 

 

Issue 11: October, 2011 

 Editors Rant.. 
 
 
After an extended break in the wild north west and two 
week sojourn in the US of A, I am back downunder and 
back at the helm of The Geezer.  A BIG THANKYOU to 
Dicko for stepping in to the breach and putting together the 
September issue – I think you would agree he did a bang-
up job and deserves a huge pat on the back. Content is a 
bit light on the ground this month as some of our regular 
contributors are enjoying a break but that just means that 
they will come back refreshed and ready for action, right 
boys? 
 
Happy Birthday to The Geezer! 
This month marks the 11

th
 issue and exactly one year since 

The Geezer was launched upon an unsuspecting 
aeromodelling public. Since we began this impromptu 
newsletter, we have re-launched SAM270, formalized our 
club competition calendar, attracted some new members 
and gone viral on the internet. The Geezer is now featured 
on the International SAM website and read by modellers 
across the world. Lets hope we can keep the momentum 
rolling! 
 
Stiff competitions 

The competition season this calendar year has been a long 
one due to several events being rescheduled (I have been 
accused of employing native american shaman to cause 
weather chaos at home while on my recent sojourn 
overseas. This is a scurrilous accusation with no basis in 
fact and the beads and axes I handed out to the local Indian 
tribe I was visiting was a gesture of friendship ONLY!). The 
final two AWA events WAMAC  are staging are Texaco (Oct 
9) and 1/2a Texaco (Oct 23).There are still two 
SAM270/Baartz shield events to go – Nostalgia and Electric 
1/2a – and there are some lovely trophies on offer for all 
these events so make sure your equipment is all tickety-boo 
and get down to Cardup for the run to the end of the 
competition year. 
 
One man and his dog went to mow a meadow.. 

I have been led to believe that rusty club icon, Alan 
“Burkhalter” Trott, has retired as our chief mower pusher. I 
think you would all agree that Alan did a much needed and 
highly under appreciated job and we are grateful for his 
execution of this task over many years. Alan’s retirement 
from this role means we need to either find another mower 
man/woman/transgender or subcontract the task out to a 
professional. If you are interested in performing this role for 
the club see Dicko, Paul or myself and let your intentions be 
known.  
 
Troy “Zeek” Latto 
Editor-that’s-large 

AWA State '38 Antique - 25
th

 September 2011 – 
Wanneroo 

 
The inaugural AWA State '38 Antique event was held at the 
Wanneroo Aeromodellers Field, where we were made very 
welcome by the host club. The facilities can only be 
described as excellent and allowing exclusive use of their 
flying field for this State Event was greatly appreciated. 
 
The '38 Antique event is based on Antique aircraft designed 
during or before 1938 and using engines manufactured 
prior to 1950. No pylon type designs are allowed. A fairly 
complex set of rules based on aircraft weight, engine 
capacity and manufacturer are used to formulate engine run 
times for each competitor. 

 
Two Miss America’s – one without her top on.. 

 
Early test flights proved promising with lift available to those 
who could get enough height from their initial engine runs. 
We kicked off the event with considerable interest shown by 
the members of the host club. 
 
Kevin Hooper's engine spat the prop nut off during an early 
test flight, which saw him race home for a spare. 
Unfortunately his engine coughed during the next climb out 
and he lost the replacement prop nut, this put paid to 
Kevin's day. 

 
Place getter’s at A38.. 
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Flying conditions were good with Rob Rowson and Greg 
McLure both posting three ten minute maximum flights, so a 
fly-off was needed to decide first and second place. 
 
Greg McLure (who managed to find the flying field this time 
out) stayed aloft longest during the fly-off to claim first place, 
leaving Rob Rowson in second place.  
 
Rod McDonald once again had some problems locating the 
field, more of a worry was needing to follow Kevin Hooper out 
to the freeway after the competition. 
 

 
A happy Greg McLure with the A38 trophy. Greg is having an 

excellent competition year so far – well done! 
 
Results 

1
st
 Greg McClure    Bantam \ Mills 1.3      1800 + 1098 

2
nd

 Rob Rowson     Miss America \ ED Hunter     1800 + 937 
3

rd
 Rod McDonald   Pixie \ ED MK II                     1492 

4
th

 Ian Dixon    Powerhouse \ Anderson Spitfire  1487 
5

th
 Paul Baartz RC1 \ OR 60 Small Port      1369 

6
th

 Kevin Hooper   Miss America \ OK Super 60  40 
 
Overall the diesel engine brigade lead the way even though 
they did receive longer engine runs, when compared to the 
spark ignition engines. But the trade off is the mess diesels 
leave on the airframe. 
 
The hospitality shown by the Wanneroo Aeromodellers 
during this competition was truly excellent. 

  

Finally, I would like to thank the kind folks who came along to 
act as timekeepers and generally help out. 
 
 
Rob Bovell. 

 

AWA State Open Duration– 2
nd

 October 2011 – Oakford 

 
Poor weather saw both of these events cancelled earlier in the 
year and this has resulted in the running of the first double 
header contest of the year. 
 
The AWA State Open Duration event attracted 10 pilots keen to 
compete for state bragging rights. Weather conditions were 
good compared to recent times, with a front sitting out on the 
horizon and some showers over the hills. Early test flights 
looked promising with some signs of lift. 
 

 
Rowdy shoots the moon while Hoops turns the other cheek.... 

 
A couple of pilots had misadventures during the launch phase 
of their flights.Hans Van Leeuwen suffered a total loss of control 
of his model, which resulted a full power dive into the ground, 
completely destroying his 85% Bomber.Paul Baartz lost control 
of his model but managed to cut the engine before the model 
crashed into the road side. Paul's model looked to be 
repairable. 
 
The conditions were good enough for four pilots to achieve 
three maximum flights of 7 minutes and go through to the fly-off 
to determine the final placings. 

 
The old, the fat and the small..McDonald, Latto and Dixon: 

placegetters at the AWA Open Duration 2011 
Results – AWA State Open Duration 

1 Ian Dixon    Stardust Special/ASP 61 FS       1260 + 627 
2 Rod McDonald Kerswap/Magnum 61 FS   1260 + 426 
3 Troy Latto       85% Bomber/OS 52 FS   1260 + 415 
4 Rob Rowson  85% Bomber/Saito 65 FS   1260 + 209 
5 Les Isitt    85% Bomber/Magnum 61 FS             1234 
6 Greg McLure   75% Bomber/OS 30 FS             1147 
7 Kevin Hooper  Playboy Cabin/ASP 61 FS              1028 
8 Gary DickensThermal Thumber/ASP 52 FS               967 
9 Paul Baartz   85% Bomber/Saito 62 FS                840 
10Hans Van Leeuwen 85% Bomber/Magnum 61 FS 162 
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Burford Duration – 2
nd

 October 2011 – Oakford 

 

The second event of the double header was the AWA 
State Burford Duration event which attracted 7 pilots. 
 
During the half hour or so recess between events we 
were treated to a lightning show. Surprisingly the most 
concern was shown by those on 36 MHz with their long 
antennae or should that be lightning rod. Whilst those 
on 2.4g had another virtue to extol.  Fortunately the 
weather cleared and the contest was soon under way. 
 

 
Dicko gets ready for round 1 whle the editor-that’s-

large waits for launch instructions 
 

Again misfortune hit with two pilots having completely 
different style crashes: Troy Latto stalled out during a 
landing after a max in round 1 which resulted in 
damage to the model's pylon which was too big a 
repair job for the field. Rod McDonald put his Ramrod 
in hard, which resulted in an exclamation of “Oh Good”. 
We don't think he was too disappointed by his loss. 
 

 
Compare the fly off styles: Dicko “The Tradtionalist”; 
Richard likes the “Hands off” approach while Greg 
McLure likes his timer to tickle him behind the ear.. 

 
Early flights provided plenty of lift and most pilots 
managed at least one maximum flight of 5 minutes. A 
total of 3 pilots managed 3 maximums and a fly-off was 
needed to finalise the top three placings. 
 
 

Isn't it always the way? Declare a fly-off and all lift 
deserts the field! This resulted in a climb and glide 
fly-off of fairly short duration. 
 
 

 
The winners circle: Mclure,Dixon and Sutherland.  
 
Results – AWA State Burford Duration 
 
1 Ian Dixon     Swiss Miss / BB   900 + 248 
2 Greg McLure    Ollie / BB          900 + 236 
3 Richard Sutherland Ambition / PB 900 + 223 
4 Kevin Hooper     Bomber / PB    822 
5 Troy Latto    Zoot Suit / PB    300 
6 Rob Rowson       Slicker / PB    133 
7 Rod McDonald     Ramrod / PB        0 
 

 
Big Mac rummages around in his car for a model he 

won’t mind breaking.. 
 
Finally, my thanks go out to all the competitors and 
those who came along to generally help out. 
 
 
Rob Bovell. 
_________________________________________ 
 
My wife and I were watching Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire while we were in bed. 
I turned to her and said, 'Do you want to have Sex?' 
'No,' she answered. I then said, 
'Is that your final answer?' 
She didn't even look at me this time, simply saying, 'Yes..' 
So I said, "Then I'd like to phone a friend." 
And that's when the fight started... 
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Just a minute… 
 
WAMAC.  Minutes of  general meeting held on: 

9TH September 2011 
 
Held at: 20 Granville Way, Willetton 
 
Meeting started at: 8.04pm with president Ian 
Dixon in the chair. 
 
Members present: I.Dixon, P.Baartz, G.Cooke, 
R.Bovell, D.Gibbs, B.Slyns-Daniels, K.Hooper, 
M.Butcher, R,Rowson 
 
Apologies: A.Trott, T.Latto and D.Hope 
 
Visitors: nil 
 
Correspondence inwards: Ian Avery (editor 
Duration Times) congratulating us on the Geezer 
and advice regarding Canowindra 2012, need to 
book accommodation really early. 
G.Cooke re Wings over Whiteman now on 19th and 
20th November. 
 
Correspondence outwards: Geezer to all 
members.  Emails to A.Taylor regarding ether 
supply. 
 
Treasurers report: Balance at bank: $14,498.49,  
we have 18 senior members and 6 associates. Still 
have a plentiful supply of both club and SAM270 
caps. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  were confirmed as 
circulated to members in the Geezer. 
 
Business arising: 
 
General Business: Decided not tgo pursue ether 
purchase from Alisdair Taylor and to order 20 litres 
from Sigma Chemicals.  Ether to be decanted into 1 
litre bottles for sale to members (I.Dixon will look 
after this matter.) 
 
Competition results:  
Results of Tomboy Challenge as per Geezer.   
ic section: 
1st Ian Dixon  
2nd Paul Baartz 
 
Electric: 
1st Roy Silverstein 
 
Meeting Closed at: 8.35pm. 
 
Next meeting at 8:00pm on 14 October 2011 at 
20 Granville Way, Willeton. 
 
 

Poets corner 
 

The Rhyme of the ancient modeller 

 
As I ponder weak and weary, 

O’er endless aerodynamic theory, 
Searching for that ever elusive edge, 

I start to wonder if I oughta 
Just give up the endless balsa slaughter 

And be content to drink tea, watch TV and veg! 
 

But I can’t:You see I’m an Old Timer tragic, 
Addicted to dope and tissue magic 

A thermal hunting, sky gazing man of wood 
I collect plans, engines and endless pages 

Of articles written in past ages 
And spend more money on old things than I should. 

 
I spend endless hours bent o’er a table, 

Sawing, and gluing for as long as I’m able 
To Craft a machine of exquisite definition. 

Only to watch in totrtured pain 
as it loops, rolls and spins over and again 
and impacts in a spectacular demolition. 

 
Come competition time I toil manfully away 
Tweaking, testing and getting ready to play 

Assuring myself that today will make it worthwhile 
Only to clench my fists in an apoplectic fit 

As my careful preparation turns to shit 
And I have to watch as my peers climb away in style. 

 
“So why do I do it?” You may well ask, 

And its not the first time I have been taken to task 
For pursuing a hobby that frustrates more than it rewards 

I do it because I love to see, 
no matter how brief it may be, 

Something I crafted with my head and hands climb skywards. 
 

I love lazy days in fields of grass, 
With the snort and crackle of engines that pass 

O’er my head and climb toward the endless blue. 
And I wistfully remember my youger days 

And those now gone that taught me the ways 
It is also for them that I continue what I do. 

 
So onward I will go 

though my reflexes might slow 
My eyesight fade and joints and muscles ache. 

I will continue to glue those sticks together 
And keep a bloodshot eye on the weather 

Until I get a set of wings only the Great Modeller can make! 
 

Troy Latto 
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Contest Calendar for 2011 
 
 
Date             Event Type        Location        Start time 
March 27         1/2A Texaco     SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
May 22             Burford             SAM       Cardup             9.30am 
May 29           Texaco              SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
June 5           Open Duration   SAM       Cardup             9.30am 
June19th        38Antique         SAM         Wanneroo     9.30am          
July 3rd          Std Duration    AWA      Cardup            9.30am 
July 17th            Std Duration     SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
July 31st         Burford        AWA      Cardup            9.30am 
Aug14th      Open Duration    AWA      Cardup             9.30am 
Aug 28th      Tomboy Rally      SAM       Cardup            9.30am 
Sept 25

th
        38 Antique       AWA       Wanneroo      9.30am 

Oct 9
th  

     Texaco               AWA       Cardup            9.30am 
Oct 23

rd        
1/2A Texaco        AWA       Cardup            9.30am 

Nov 6
th

        Nostalgia Trial Cardup         9.30am 
Nov 20

th
  electric O/T event Trial Cardup         9.30am 

 

Note: The Nostalgia and electric O/T events marked 
in BLUE are TRIAL events for 2011 run by SAM270. 
Events marked in RED are AWA State events run by 
WAMAC. All other events are club events run by 
SAM270 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

2011 SAM270 “Paul Baartz Shield” 
Progressive Scores 

 

Current as of June 31, 2011 
 
SAM27017                       I Dixon   16 
SAM27024                       R Sutherland   9 
SAM2703                         R Rowson   7 
SAM2701                         Paul Baartz   6 
SAM2704                         T Latto   6 
SAM27021                       K Hooper   6 
SAM2706                         R Mc Donald   5 
SAM27013                       A Trott   4 
SAM27023                       G McLure   3 
SAM27019                        R Bovell   2 
SAM27012                       G Dickens    1 
SAM27022                        L Isitt   1 
SAM27026                        R Sherburn                                   1 
SAM2702                          P Spencer   - 
SAM2705                          D Hope   - 
SAM2707                          D Bentley   - 
SAM2708                          D Gibbs   - 
SAM2709                          G Sayers   - 
SAM27010                        G Eyre’s   - 
SAM27011                        R Hoogenkamp  - 
SAM27014                        H VanLeeuwen  - 
SAM27015                        G Cook   - 
SAM27016                        J Voak   - 
SAM27018                        R Rumble   - 
SAM27020                        C Behr   - 
___________________________________________________ 
 

“Paul Baartz Shield” criterium 
SAM270 is presenting all club events for the 2011 
flying season. Participation is open to all AWA 
affiliated pilots but trophies and points will only be 
awarded to SAM270 members. SAM270 
membership is automatically awarded to new and re-
joining WAMAC members and numbers will be 
allocated on a sequential basis. Once you are 
allocated a SAM number, its yours for life and it will 
not be re-allocated. An entry fee for each event will 
be charged to cover costs of trophies and engraving. 
Points are allocated thusly: First place 4 points; 
Second place 3 points; Third place 2 points; One 
point is awarded for flying in the event.  
 
 

Office Wallahs.. 
 

President : Ian Dixon  
 
Email: ian@perthartglass.com.au 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Paul Baartz  
 
Email: paulbaartz@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President/Geezer Editor: Troy Latto 
 
Email: latto@iprimus.com.au 
 
Contest Co-ordinator : Rob Bovell 
 
Email: rhbovell@bigpond.com 
______________________________________________ 

 
Club Meetings 

 

Meetings will be held on the second Friday of every 
month at Paul Baartz’s place - 20 Granville Way, 
Willetton. Meetings kickoff at 8pm sharp, The waffle 
kicks off about 10 mins later. Bring yourself and a 
sense of humour. Tea and coffee will be provided. 
Stronger Beveridge’s are at your own expense and 
will be gratefully consumed when you’re not looking. 
 
______________________________________________ 

Club PlanZ Library 
 

The club has a growing library of old timer and 
nostalgia plans for your delectation. The catalogue is 
available from Ian Dixon. The simple rule of the plans 
library is: If you borrow it, copy it and bring back the 
original! If you have a plan that you would like to 
donate to the library, see Ian and he will snatch it 
from your trembling hand!  
_____________________________________________ 
 

Random Picture Page.. 
 

 

“Yonder Rowson has a lean and hungry look” 
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SAM Supporters 
 

 

 

 
Now Open 7 Days for all your hobby needs! 

Checkout our website at: 
www.discounthobbies.com.au 

Ph : +61 8 9354 3019 
 

 

 

  Texas Timers   
 
Suppliers of clockwork and electronic timers and accessories for 

free flight aircraft 
 

Hank Nystrom 

Phone: (423) 282-6423 

Email: sales@texastimers.com 

www.texastimers.com 

 

 
 Want an Aussie made Ignition system?  

Who you gonna call? 
 

               Peter Scott!! 
 

Ignition coil assemblies with transistor - 
ready to go only $70!! 

 
. Contact qualmag@optusnet.com.au 
   Or Phone: (02) 9624 1262 

 

 
Larry Davidson 

66 Casa Mia Circle 

Moneta, VA. 24121-5307 

(540)721-4563 

Supplier of specialist model equipment for 

antique and spark ignition motors 

     Email: samchamp@jetbroadband.com 

 

 

         Model Draughting Services 

Providers of quality laser cut Antique, Vintage, 

Nostalgia, Sport, Scale, Control Line and Free Flight 

kits, plans and accessories. 

Dave Brown 

2 Cary Ave 

Wallerwang, 2845, NSW 

Ph: 02 6355 7298  

                           Email: daveb@ix.net.au 

 

 
 

Klarich Custom Kits has been a family owned and operated business for over fifteen 
yearsserving clients around the world. We produce partial model air plane kits. 
Includingbut not limited toAntique old timer and Nostalgia free-flight. Hand crafting all 
thecurved parts, we have put together a partial kit for free-flight and adaptive radio-
controlled 

2301 Sonata Drive 
Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670 
Phone: (916) 635-4588 
KlarichKits@gmail.com 

 

Great products, excellent service, competitive pricing! 
 

 

  

 
 
We make thousands of excellent parts for collectors and model engine enthusiasts 
all over the world. If you are in need of an authentic, well-made reproduction part 
for any model engine, you have found the BEST and LARGEST source for 
professionally produced antique model engine parts anywhere. 
 

Email: info@woodysengines.com or Phone (269) 665-9693 

 


