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This morning I began covering the left side of the pylon. A 7” X 14” single piece of red silk
was cut out to cover the left side of the pylon including the bottom of the wing saddle and
top of the fuselage in the pylon area. This is a tedious undertaking and requires
considerable time and patience. The dry silk is first centered on the pylon. Only the center
of the silk is sprayed with atomized distilled water front to back without disturbing the
grain. Then a thin strip of Acetone was brushed down the center of the pylon from the TE
to the LE. This sticks the silk to the pylon in the center and prevents grain distortion. The
area of the silk below the center was sprayed with water and worked into place and clear
nitrate dope was brushed on the fillet and the top of the fuselage. The silk above the
center was worked the same way and doped as shown below. The white edges called “blush”
are caused when clear dope is brushed on damp silk. However, it goes away immediately
when the first coat of clear dope is applied. This picture was taken just after trimming off
the excess silk along the top of the fuselage. The top and bottom pylon fillets were clear
doped three times to insure that the silk would not come loose and pop up.
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Two and one half hours were spent working down, trimming, and doping all of the many silk
edges. Then one coat of 50/50 clear nitrate dope was brushed on the silk as shown below.
The pylon’s front and back curved edges will be doped three more times this afternoon
before bed time so there will be plenty of clear dope on the edges for the silk on the right
side of the pylon to adherer to when it is wrapped around from the other side. I will try to
start first thing in the morning and cover the right side of the pylon with red silk.
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I am still amazed that you can get one piece of silk to wrap around and conform to such a comp
structure without a single wrinkle, pucker, or seam. There is simply nothing else like silk that w
this…………..Tandy
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