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I will be 85 next month and I still remember that my first fascination with airplanes as a little kid was
from reading the “Smilin’ Jack” comic strips shown below by Jack Mosely.

I always looked for the airplanes he drew, never realizing that the cartoons were actually
characterizations of a real aircraft like the Bellanca shown below. To this day I still get excited every
time I see any vintage private plane.

A few years back I decided to create some small to medium size electric powered R/C scale models of
vintage aircraft that I have admired over the years. So between 2012 and 2016 I did in fact build a
series of three scale models. I documented each construction project with detailed reports on all three.
The first was a Piper J-4 Cub Coupe. After some searching, I found a detailed 3-View drawing of the
1941 Piper J-4 Cub Coupe in Volume 2 of Paul Matt’s “ Scale Airplane Drawings”. Plate 2 of 2 is shown
below.

Piper J-4 Cub Coupe - Plate 2 of 2
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The structural design was developed from

Paul Matt’s 3-view drawings were scaled up to a wing area of 330 sq. in. Wood sizes were selected and
the design of the structure was developed as shown below.

This shows the model’s structure after it was completed including the installation of the electrical power
train and radio equipment.
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The three pictures below show the Piper J-4 Cub Coupe that was finished on June 26, 2012.

(One point of interest is the that the NC number is actually my AMA number 71698)
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There are 113 reports documenting the construction of this model and the flight testing. A summary of
the Piper J-4 model details are presented below.
PROJECT

Wing Span: 48.6 in.
Wing Chord: 7 in.
Wing Area: 330 sq. in.
Weight: 17.28 oz.
Wing Loading: 7.54 oz./sq. ft.
CG: 25.14%
Covering: yellow silk over Polyspan Lite
Graphics: Callie Graphics
Motor: 6 Volt Speed 400
ESC: Jeti 020
Battery: 2-Cell Thunder Power 850 mAh 45C
Prop: GWS 6030 (“6 X 3”)
Radio: Futaba 2.4 GHz

Roland Friestat featured my daughter (Tia) holding the J-4 Cub on the cover of SAM Speaks shown
below.
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The model has been flown and trimmed out during flight tests. Its slow scale speed makes it easy to
handle and it looks so realistic in flight. This turned out to be such a rewarding project for me that I
started to consider another, which will be presented in the forthcoming Part 2…………………Tandy

Trevor Boundy <jtboundy@dcsi.net.au>
Draft To: Tandy Walker <rdb435021@icloud.com>

Sat, Nov 16, 2019 at 10:20 AM

Tandy
I would be very interested in publishing the 3 small electric scale models reports that u mentioned above if u have the
time to accommodate.
Kind Regards Trevor
for SAM FlyNet BawBawSingers
[Quoted text hidden]
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