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Editorial

Further to the initial investigation of the possible amalgamation of ourselves with SAM 35
during Any Other Business at our recent Annual General Meeting, a face to face meeting was
held between representatives of the committees of both organisations early in February. The
outcome was positive and both parties are now looking at how the differences between our
operating methods could be adapted to form one organisation - SAM UK.

What’s in this issue?

 Nick Peppiatt was first to tender his report, on the Crawley indoor free-flight meeting,
therefore his article kicks off this issue.

 Model Aircraft April 1957, Pylonius takes a really good look at himself in minute detail.
 I dig up another article of my own from the old paperback Clarion of 2004.
 I typed Balloons into my browser and came up with quite an informative piece from the

USA National Air and Space Museum website.
 Early on I was short of copy and resorted to putting the old brainbox into gear to recall

a minor model recovery incident from my own somewhat chequered past.
 Further digging into the USA National Air and Space Museum archives came up with a

detailed piece on Bleriot’s crossing of the English Channel.
 Ex pat John O’Sullivan in Canada wrote an email to me which I’ve turned into an

interesting article with pictures of some of his models. Also Glen Stride from 2022.
 Here and There April 1951 tells of the non-arrival of the South African Wakefield

models for the contest in Finland.
 Richard Crompton tells of the Hawker Hunter that crashed on the town of Tintagel in

1979 and has dug up a picture.
 1956 Heard at the Hangar Doors reports on the death of Brighton’s Arthur Mullett, the

abolishment of the ROG requirement and the reduction of rubber weight for
Wakefields to 50gms.

 Martin Pike reports on the NW indoor meeting in the Manchester Velodrome.
 Tony Shepherd completes his restoration article on his Jimp together with a few

pictures of his 2021 version as well as his restored 2026 model.
 Roger Newman provides Part 2 of his investigations into full size Solar powered flight.

Supported by his usual plethora of pictures.
 Our secretary’s Notes for the Month is a catalogue of models lost and lost & found, and

details of the up and coming Croydon/SAM1066 contest.
 Roger Newman’s Plans for the Month.
 Events

Jokes courtesy Free Flight Down Under

Editor
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone - Nick Peppiatt

SEBMFA ‘Crawley’ free-flight indoor meeting, 22nd February 2026

This meeting took place at The Triangle, Burgess Hill and followed the well-established
‘Crawley’ format of various competitions separated by fun-fly slots. As last year, half the hall
was used, separated from the other half by a curtain. This year a Karate competition was being
held on the other side, so the flying was sometimes accompanied by bouts of yelling and
shrieking! As can be seen from the flight times and entry numbers, the conditions for the very
lightweight duration models were not as benign as last year, with considerable localised down
drafts from some of the vents in the ceiling.

In the scale events, some of the more unusual models did not make it into the top three placings.
Alisdair Clark can always be counted on to produce something challenging and interesting. This
year it was a model of the Caproni Ca 60 Transaereo flying boat, which had three sets of
triplane wings and was designed with the intention of carrying one hundred passengers across
the Atlantic. The original had eight Liberty V12 engines, and Alisdair used eight 6x12mm
coreless motors to power his model. Unfortunately, he had had little opportunity to trim it,
and, unfortunately, it did not fly much better than the original.

Alisdair Clark explaining his Caproni Ca
60 to judge Don Coe. Side view of the Caproni CA 60.

Mike Stuart’s beautiful Blackburn Ripon
torpedo bomber, second in Open Scale.

Peter Brown’s Pietenpol Air Camper
homebuilt, fourth in Open Scale
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Alasdair also flew his Gossamer Condor man-powered aircraft in Peanut Scale and, unlike last
year, I managed to take a photograph. Unfortunately, it did not fly as well this time, possibly
because of the more turbulent conditions. Ian McGeekin flew a Wainfan Facetmobile homebuilt
design in this class. This model looks as though it was based on Ken Johnson plans published in
the October 1996 edition of Model Builder. It was flying well with times of around thirty
seconds.

As I have mentioned flying lightweights was something of a challenge. In Living Room Stick, I
flew a Joe Krush K777 design (7” wingspan, stabilizer span and prop diameter}. On its first and
best timed flight, I was somewhat concerned as it was climbing fast to the ceiling furniture
under a relatively high motor torque. However, it had a number of lucky bounces and it
eventually escaped to circle down and drift into a folded side curtain, ending less than half way
up the height of the hall. On a subsequent flight it did end up on a beam by the curtains
separating the hall halves. It was readily dislodged using a pole, but then made its way through
a small gap in the curtains to cruise and drift in circles across the other half of the hall, where
the Karate protagonists were packing up, much to their interest and amusement. The air was
very buoyant in this half of the hall as the model was reluctant to descend and even appeared
to be gently rising on some circuits. Eventually, I caught hold of it and took it back where it
belonged.

Alisdair Clark’s Gossamer Condor man-
powered aircraft in Peanut form.

Alex McMeekin’s Wainfan FMX-4
Facetmobile Peanut.

Joe Krush K777 Living Room Stick
built by Nick Peppiatt

Very light Peanut Pietenpol Air Camper (9.8g
all-up) built from the Peck kit by Alisdair Clark
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Triangle Indoor 2026 Results
Open Scale (6 entries) Flight Static Total

1 Nick Peppiatt Sablatnig SF4 27 36 63
2 Mike Stuart Blackburn Ripon 26 35 61
3 Stephen Haines Currie Wot 25 29 54

Peanut Scale (6 entries) Best 2 flight (s) Static Total
1 Stephen Haines Nesmith Cougar 102 53 155
2 Mike Stuart Vought Kingfisher 97 55 152
9 Nick Peppiatt Clutton FRED 81 57 138

Legal Eagle (5 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Terry Adams 2:54+ 2:51 = 5:45
2 David Goodwin 3:01 + 2:39 = 5:40
3 Ian Pearce 2:22 + 1:57 = 4:19

Gymminie Cricket (4 entries) Time (m:s)
1 David Goodwin 3:47 + 2:29 = 6:16
2 Ken Taylor 2:11 + 2:02 = 4:13
3 Tom Goodwin 2:46 + 1:26 = 4:12

EZB (2 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Robert Horton 5:20 + 3:21 = 8:41
2 Stuart Willis 2:05+ 1:54 = 3:59

Living Room Stick (4 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Tom Goodwin 4:53 + 4:36 = 9:29
2 Nick Peppiatt 4:46 + 3:50 = 8:36
3 David Goodwin 4:18 + 3:24 = 7:42

Hand Launch Glider (4 entries) Time (s)
1 Tom Goodwin 27.5 + 21.6 = 49.1
2 Ken Taylor 21.4 + 14.4 = 35.8
3 Alisdair Clark 18.5 + 14.3 = 32.8

Catapult Launch Glider (8 entries) Time (s)
1 Tom Goodwin 32.2 + 31.4 = 63.6
2 Terry Adams 30.8 + 29.3= 60.1
3 Alex Cameron 28.6 + 26.5 = 55.1

As usual there were mass launches for Hangar Rats and Ikara Butterflies. Tom Goodwin
triumphed in the Hangar Rat and your scribe was last down the Butterfly with a time of 96s.
A raffle was held part way through the afternoon, and at the end engraved glasses were
presented to the winners, along with BMFA certificates for those who placed in the
competitions. As usual, thanks are due to the organisers and judges, in particular the SEBMFA
chairman Stuart Willis, Contest Director Alex Cameron, and other members of the Crawley
DMAC.

This was the 47th SEBMFA annual indoor meeting, and the third at this venue, The Triangle.
Fortunately, costs were covered at this meeting, and the next has been booked for Sunday 21st

February 2027. SE BMFA Indoor Free-Flight Competition 2026 – Results – BMFA South East Area

Nick Peppiatt

SEBMFA Triangle meeting, competition prizes (left and )raffle prizes (right)



6

Extract from Model Aircraft April 1957

Model Aircraft April 1957
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Old ‘Clarion’ 2004 - John Andrews

John Andrews at Grantham & Luffenham
Early in July I received a call from Peter Spalding inviting me to an open day and Bar-B-Q at the

Grantham club’s farmers fields flying site.  Wednesday 14th July and I was on my way, past Barkstone and
down some country lanes and a farm track into a flying site similar in layout to Old Warden but somewhat
larger.  The field is a good trimming site and large enough for rally’s of some sort or other.

I settled down near the Bar-b, I don’t like to be too far away from food.  It was more than a little breezy
but I was there so I was going to fly.  Before I assembled any models I visited the ever present John Hook and,
after buying a fuel bottle, I finally remembered to get myself some thinners.  I came away with a whiskey bottle
full, some guys must have thought I was still on the meths.

I assembled my Stomper and prepared for a short trim flight.  I had decided to attempt to straighten
out the climb a bit and had fitted a couple of thin washers under the engine lugs to give a little left side thrust.
I fired up the motor and launched with about a 4 second engine run.  I had straightened out the climb alright,
straight up into the wind and over the top.  The motor cut when the model was upside down, but the model
had just started to roll and I watched with ever tightening cheeks of my bottom as the descent and the roll
carried on.  Thankfully the roll just beat the descent and the Stomper was almost level when terra-firma arrived,
no harm done apart from my blood pressure.

That was enough of that for me, out with the spanners, out with the washers and back to factory
settings with the thrust-line.  Next attempt, back to normal on the climb but the glide was all over the place and
Stomper appeared to be pushed into the floor by some giant hand.  The penny dropped, the field was bounded
on the upwind side by a huge stand of trees and the very strong wind was boiling over the top creating
phenomenal turbulence way down the field.

Stomper was back in the box in short order whilst still in one piece and I thought I would try my rubber
model 36-4 which was supposed to be for windy weather.  I put quite a few turns on to give enough power to
clear the turbulence but not enough.  Up goes 36-4, whips round the corner, wallows all over the place and is
finally pushed into the ground.  John boy does not give up though, more turns try again, same result only
higher to start with.  Still stubborn, I try even more turns, even higher but same result.  This time the prop
folded but, with no sign of a glide, 36-4 was pushed into the ground yet again.  The balsa and bamboo cabane
wing mount did not survive this time and most of it was removed by a wing down arrival on terra firma.

I gave it best and sat in the boot of the estate and cynoed all the bits back together, then off to snack
at the bar-b-q.  Great stuff, we even had a posh glass of wine to wash it all down, that’s what aeromodelling
should be like thinks I.

About now I noticed numerous chaps wandering about with Gaz Lanterns and packs of Gaz cylinders,
it transpires that Rod Brigginshaw was emptying out some closed down factory’s abandoned stock.  I missed
the boat as usual.  Rod made a couple of attempts to fly his large open electric, but although he went off well
down wind to launch, he still was hooked up with the turbulence and any thoughts of trimming soon vanished
and he, Bert Whitehead and myself slipped into conversation mode.  We moaned about the weather men’s
mistaken prediction of dropping winds later in the day.  As it was about 4 o’clock by this time and Rod had to
go back down the A1 to London whilst I had to tangle with the A14, we both would hit the rush hour traffic so
we decide to carry on chatting until the roads cleared a bit.  What the three of us found to talk about for the
best part of the next three
hours I still don’t remember
but all of a sudden about 7
o’clock the wind died and it
went dead still.  We had an
hour of superb trimming
conditions and I found I
needed 1/16th packing under
the tail to get 36-4 to glide
again, no wonder it would not
climb in the earlier wind.
Finally, those of us who had
hung on had a good time
although we had had to wait
until the death.  John Hook
was still there, flying one of
his folding wing catapult
gliders, John’s gliders are
available to all at about £2 a
pop, at least they were when
I bought my bundle for the
grand-children a couple of
years ago.

John Wingate winds his ITZME III
Wakefield at Luffenham
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My next three outings were to the delightful bomb site by the name of North Luffenham, the home of
cratered runways and waist high grasses that not only hide models but modellers as well.  I was returning
through the jungle after one check flight when I came across a clearing of beaten down grass containing non
other than Ray Monks.

Ray was messing about with a power job and he informed me that he had just blown his folding prop
assembly off the front of the motor and actually found all the bits.  If you saw the depth of the grass, you would
find that difficult to believe.  Just look at the background of John Leitch’s picture.

The three events, BMFA/Walsall Summer Mini, Brumfly Gala & Timperley Open, seem to have blurred
together and I have difficulty in separating the individual happenings at each.  One thing I do remember is the,
BMFA 4th area do run by the Walsall club where your scribe recorded his first event win.  I flew my Stomper in
the additional British Power competition and, although I dropped one flight, my bad flight was better than the
bad flights of the other contestants.  John boy stepped up proudly at the prize presentation for his John Hook
voucher.

My win was not without cost.  I set up the Stomper and moved out into the grass for an engine warm-up
and, in my usual bumble fisted manner, I managed to chew a lump off the end of my forefinger as I turned the
model for tuning.  Immediately following the bang, as my finger stopped the motor, came a chorus of ‘Ouch!’
from the majority of the nearby flyers.  I get out the first aid kit and fiddle about trying to stem the blood flow
whilst left-handedly getting a plaster on the wound.  I was still leaking blood so I bound micro-pore tape around
the whole shebang.  After my first flight, I noticed my injured finger was feeling a little cold and looking very
blue on the end.  I had to unwind a few turns of tape to get the feeling back.  Back at home that evening I
unwrapped it and blood still flowed like Billy-oh so I re-wrapped it.  Next morning same process, unwraps,
blood, re-wrap.  I then decided that a visit to casualty at the local hospital was the wisest move.  Later that day
I’m in the assessment sisters office, sat at her polished desk, and she asks me to remove the wrapping.
Looking at the clean desk, I enquire “What about the blood?” Sister puts a wad of gauze on the end of the
desk and I expose the wound.  Dry as a bone, not a spot of blood in sight, just the white jagged edges of the
cut.  A couple of cross tapes with dressing and your embarrassed scribe scuttled away.

The same meeting saw my recent new acquaintance from Grantham, Rod Brigginshaw in the E30
electric fly-off, with me as timekeeper.  The drift had veered by fly-off time and we moved to the end of the
main runway as Rod intended to fly straight down it.  I set myself up with a towel on the wet roof of the car to
rest my elbows in case of a long flight and waited for Rod to launch.  I had not seen any of Rods previous
flights and only had my memories of his large model’s test flights at Grantham.  His E30 could not have been
any more dissimilar, when he launched, the model pottered across the runway towards me and went by me at
shoulder height with me thinking, is it going to climb at all?  Rod had said he expected to do about six minutes
and when the model had completed its first circle, I could not see how.  After the second circle, the model was
a little higher and, as it carried on down wind, it was slowly getting a little more altitude with each successive
circle.

After five minutes the model could not have been much over fifty foot high, then it came slowly down
and I clocked it off at 6-17, Rod knows his model.  The time was good enough to win, so we both had to step
forward for awards at the end of proceedings.

I thought I’d throw in a picture
of well-known John Leitch and his
electric powered bicycle recovery
machine. The box on the back will hold
John’s models for the trip back to
base.  John is a real vintage power
man and all of his models fly with
vintage engines.  When I enquired as
to what he had, he reeled off a very
long string of models and engines that
I could not possibly remember, Mcoys,
Ohlsson etc.  The list was more akin to
an engine collection than a
competition flyer, but a competition
flyer he certainly is.  He made the
vintage fly-off at the first Luffenham do
but declined to compete in the fly-off,
as he just could not face another safari
through the jungle grasses for
recovery.

I failed to compete at the
Timperley do and the Brumfly.

My Stomper had a long burble at cut off so I had fixed up a strangler next to the spray bar operated by
a lever from the normal squeeze off timer.  Snag was, the lever seemed to slow down the action, and cut off
was even worse so, when I tested at the Timperley, I opted out.  Brumfly was just too windy

Vintage Power flyer John Leitch with
his electrified recovery en-semble.



9

John Andrews - Subtitle – Giggles with Biggles
I just could not resist the sub-title, this tale of recovery of John Cooper’s A1 glider (I don’t go in for

these F1-whatevers) and John Wingate’s Wakefield by the Biggles group at the Timperly do.
I had tested my new Stomper cut-off and opted out so I attached myself to John Wingate (He must be

getting sick of the sight of me by now).  I was acting timekeeper/general factotum and John wound his ITZME
III Gosling Wakefield for his one and only flight of the day.  We go over to the blockhouse for maximum available
distance, light up the fuse, launch into good air and up goes ITZME like a lift.  D/T was a bit long and the model
was very high so recovery was going to be well off the field.  John had a bug fitted so he set off on his cycle
round the peri-track sometime about midday.  I took a bearing on the line and filled in his card then wandered
about passing the time of day here and there together with a lunch break.

An hour or so later I’m chatting to Kath, John’s wife, who was helping run control, and still no sign of
John.  I say to Kath “I’ll walk down the line and see if he’s in the right place, see you later”. I go back to the
launch point, pick my bush on the skyline and off I go wading through the jungle.  Over the fence at the edge
of the airfield, across a couple more fields, and the bush I’m heading for is now a tree on the end of a small
spinney.  When I arrived John had also found the area and is waving his tracker about with a good signal but
could not find the model.  Chris Strachan had retuned his own tracker to John’s frequency and was also in
wave it about mode as the pair tried to locate the errant Wakefield.  Eventually it was some other flyer  from
further away who spotted the models wing tip in the centre of what I think was a Hawthorn bush cum tree.  The
model was well out of reach and the tree was not climbable, so we headed back to get some equipment,
leaving Chris poking buttons on his tracker trying to retune to his own frequency.

Back at base, I put my 8 Mtr. pole into Johns car ready for recovery and we located some ladders in
the back of Trevor Payne’s van.  We then looked in vain for Trevor, not wishing to abscond with his kit.  Our
dilemma was solved when the Biggles Squadron, led by John Cooper, arrived and purloined the ladder, loaded
up their car and set off to recover John’s glider.  John Wingate and I set off in hot pursuit in his car to claim
‘twos up’ on the ladder when the Biggles gang were through with it.

John Cooper’s glider recovery had all the hallmarks of a Whitehall Theatre farce.  The model was the
best part of fifty feet above ground in the very top of a slender tree.  John was swaying about at the top of the
two-section ladder propped up against the adjacent tree and he was wielding a totally unstable thirty-foot long
sectional alloy tube rod.  The rod had a hook on the end but getting it anywhere near to the model was down
to pure chance.  The hook caught on everything else and we half a dozen helpless onlookers were all dodging
falling branches including John at the top of the ladder. It was getting quite hilarious as the de-forestation took
place.

The farmer was continually passing by as he ferried tractor loads of something or other back and forth,
giving us the thumbs up each time he passed.  It took so long to get anywhere near the model that even the
farmer eventually ignored the goings on.

Finally a path was cleared to the main branch and, after much swaying about with the pole, it was
hooked.  That was not the end of it however, as the model was firmly caught, and, although the branch was
shaken really well it was some time before one of the wings slid off its dowels and fluttered down.  More shaking
and eventually all the bits were at ground level including half of the tree.

Then came the inquest. John Cooper had already wrecked one model in the course of compiling his
three maximums so he needed undamaged bits of the retrieved glider to try to make up some sort of composite
model for the fly-off.  Sadly, he could not find satisfactory bits and decided to give it best.

This decision of John Coopers however, was good news for John Wingate, as the Biggles recovery
squadron now moved lock stock and barrel across the road for the ITZME retrieval.

A similar story unfolded, the tree was not as high but there was no way that the model could be dragged
down through the dense foliage.  The ladder was placed near the centre of the tree and John invited me to
climb, but I quickly declined. I could see it was going to be virtually impossible to get the model down in one
piece and I did not want to be the one that knocked it to pieces.  Therefore it was John Wingate who was
standing on the top rung of the ladder and, using half the pole, he managed to get the hook tangled up in the
Wakefield’s undercart.  Problem was, that he could not drag the model down and could not untangle the hook.
John elected to raise the model as high as he could and then attempted to throw the pole and model towards
the outside of the tree.  We now had the model and the pole out of reach up the tree.  I scouted round and
found a half inch diameter iron rod with a big hook on each end which we hooked onto the highest branch we
could and then three of us shook the tree as best we could.  Eventually the bits were retrieved, the weight of
the pole attached to the models undercart brought the Wakefield within reach.  The wing and tail survived
almost intact but the fuselage was sheared off in front of the wing and the undercart is still up the tree.  John
was reasonably happy however, as he had his new rubber motor and his bug back.

It was way after five o’clock by now and John and I had been out in the boondocks twice for the best
part of five hours but we just made it back to see the fly-offs.

Trevor Payne had returned by now and he needed his ladder, as his model was still up a tree
somewhere.  He was quite unconcerned however and remarked that the model was safe enough where it was
until after the prize presentation.

I’ll shut up for this issue, JHA at Wallop next time.

John Andrews, Old ‘Clarion’ 2004
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Balloons - USA Air and Space Museum

The invention of the balloon struck the men
and women of the late 18th century like a
thunderbolt. The Montgolfier brothers,
Joseph-Michel (August 26, 1740-June 26,
1810) and Jacques Etienne (January 6, 1745
- August 2, 1799), launched the air age when
they flew a hot air balloon from the town
square of Annonay, France, on June 4, 1783.
Members of a family that had been
manufacturing paper in the Ardèche region of
France for generations, the Montgolfiers were
inspired by recent discoveries relating to the
composition of the atmosphere. Joseph led
the way, building and flying his first small hot
air balloons late in 1782, before enlisting his
brother in the enterprise.
Impatient for the Montgolfiers to demonstrate
their balloon in Paris, Barthélemy Faujas de
Saint-Fond, a pioneering geologist and
member of the Académie Royale, sold tickets
to a promised ascension and turned the
money over to Jacques Alexandre-César
Charles (1746-1823), a chemical
experimenter whom he had selected to
handle the design, construction and launch of
a balloon. Charles flew the first small
hydrogen balloon from the Champs de Mars,
near the present site of the Eiffel Tower, on
August 27, 1783. Not to be outdone, the
Montgolfiers sent the first living creatures (a
sheep, a duck and a rooster) aloft from
Versailles on September 19.
Pilatre de Rozier, a scientific experimenter, and François Laurent, the marquis D'Arlandes, became
the first human beings to make a free flight on November 21. Less than two weeks later, on
December 1, 1783, J.A. C. Charles and M.N. Robert made the first free flight aboard a hydrogen
balloon from the Jardin des Tuileries.
A wave of excitement swept across Paris as the gaily decorated balloons rose, one after another,
over the skyline of the city. Throughout the summer and fall of 1783 the crowds gathering to witness
the ascents grew ever larger. As many as 400,000 people - literally half of the population of Paris --
gathered in the narrow streets around the Château des Tuileries to watch Charles and Robert
disappear into the heavens.
The wealthy and fashionable set purchased tickets of admission to the circular enclosure
surrounding the launch site. Guards had a difficult time restraining the crush of citizens swarming
the nearby streets, and crowding the Place de Louis XV (now the Place de la Concorde) and the
garden walkways leading toward the balloon. People climbed walls and clambered out of windows
onto roofs in search of good vantage points.
"It is impossible to describe that moment:" wrote one observer of a balloon launch, "the women in
tears, the common people raising their hands to the sky in deep silence; the passengers leaning out
of the gallery, waving and crying out in joy… the feeling of fright gives way to wonder." One group of
spectators greeted a party of returning aeronauts with the question: "Are you men or Gods?" In an
age when human beings could fly, what other wonders might the future hold?
The balloons had an enormous social impact. The huge, seething crowds were something new under
the sun. The spectators who gathered in such huge numbers were just becoming accustomed to the
idea of change. The old certainties of their grandparent's world were giving way to an expectation
that the twin enterprises of science and technology would provide the foundation for "progress."
The balloons sparked new fashion trends and inspired new fads and products. Hair and clothing
styles, jewelry, snuffboxes, wallpaper, chandeliers, bird cages, fans, clocks, chairs, armoires, hats,
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and other items, were designed with balloon motifs. Party guests sipped Créme de l' Aérostatique
liqueur and danced the Contredanse de Gonesse in honor of the Charles globe.
The Americans who were living in Paris to negotiate a successful conclusion to the American
revolution were especially fascinated by the balloons. It seemed only fitting that, at a time when their
countrymen were launching a new nation, human beings were throwing off the tyranny of gravity.
The oldest and youngest members of the diplomatic community were the most seriously infected
with "balloonamania."
"All conversation here at present turns upon the Balloons…and the means of managing them so as
to give Men the Advantage of Flying," Benjamin Franklin informed an English friend, Richard Price.
Baron Grimm, another Franklin acquaintance, concurred. "Among all our circle of friends," he wrote,
"at all our meals, in the antechambers of our lovely women, as in the academic schools, all one hears
is talk of experiments, atmospheric air, inflammable gas, flying cars, journeys in the sky."
Franklin noted that small balloons, made of scraped animal membranes, were sold "everyday in
every quarter." He was invited to visit a friend's home for "tea and balloons," and attended a fête at
which the duc de Chartres distributed "little phaloid balloonlets" to his guests. At another memorable
entertainment staged by the duc de Crillon, Franklin witnessed the launch of a hydrogen balloon
some five feet in diameter that kept a lantern aloft for over eleven hours.
The senior American diplomat in Paris purchased one of the small balloons as a present for his
grandson and secretary, William Temple Franklin. Released in a bed chamber, "it went up to the
ceiling and remained rolling around there for some time." Franklin emptied the membrane of
hydrogen and forwarded it to Richard Price so that he and Sir Joseph Banks might repeat the
experiment. The delightful little toy was thus not only the first balloon to be owned by an American
but also the first to reach England. Both Franklins were soon supplying little balloons to friends across
Europe.
Sixteen year old John Quincy Adams also took note of the small balloons offered for sale by street
vendors. "The flying globes are still very much in vogue," he wrote on September 22. "They have
advertised a small one of eight inches in diameter at 6 livres apiece without air [hydrogen] and 8
livres with it. .. Several accidents have happened to persons who have attempted to make
inflammable air, which is a dangerous operation, so that the government has prohibited them."
There was a general sense that the colorful globes marked the beginning of a new age in which
science and technology would effect startling change. The results and the implications of the
revolution in physics and chemistry underway for over a century were largely unknown outside an
elite circle of privileged cognoscenti. The balloon was unmistakable proof that a deeper
understanding of nature could produce what looked very much like a miracle. What else was one to
think of a contrivance that would carry people into the sky?
If human beings could break the age-old chains of gravity, what other restraints might they cast off?
The invention of the balloon seemed perfectly calculated to celebrate the birth of a new nation
dedicated, on paper at any rate, to the very idea of freedom for the individual. In the decade to come
the balloons and the men and women who flew them came to symbolize the new political winds that
were blowing through France. While some might question the utility of the "air globes," flight was
already reshaping the way in which men and women regarded themselves and their world.
Of course most citizens of Europe and America were unable to travel to see a balloon. They had
their first glimpse of the aerial craft through the medium of single sheet prints. In the late 18th century
it was difficult and expensive to publish anything more than the roughest of woodcuts in newspapers
or magazines. In an effort to share the excitement with those who could not attend an ascent, to let
people know what a balloon looked like, and to introduce the brave men and women who were taking
to the sky, artists, engravers and publishers flooded the market with scores of single sheet printed
images. Ranging from the meticulously accurate to the wildly fanciful, these printed pictures were
sold by the thousands in print shops across Europe.
The business of producing and marketing such images was nothing new. In Europe, block prints
from woodcuts had been used to produce book illustrations and single sheet devotional or
instructional religious images since the mid-15th century. In the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries, the
technique was used to produce multi-sheet maps, bird's eye images of cities, and other products. In
the early modern era, etching and engraving techniques enabled artists from Albrecht Dürer to
Rembrandt van Rijn the opportunity to market copies of their paintings. .
In the 1730's. William Hogarth inaugurated a new era in the history of English printed pictures when
he published his, "Harlot's Progress," a series of single sheet images charting the downfall of a young
woman newly arrived in London. Other sets, including "Marriage à la Mode," appeared in the decade
that followed. Other artists used the medium of the etching or engraving to reproduce portraits and
offer examples of their work for sale.
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By the late 18th century, Thomas Rowlandson, James Gillray and other English artists made
considerable fortunes producing sporting prints and satirical images offering biting commentary on
the shortcomings of the political and social leaders of the day. Rowlandson was said to have "etched
as much copper as would sheathe the British navy." In order to publish his prints and caricatures
while they were still newsworthy, Rowlandson worked rapidly. He would water color the first
impression, then send it to refugee French artists employed by Rudolph Ackermann, one of his
favored publishers, who would color each of the prints before they were hung up in the shop window.
In the 1780's a typical print seems to have sold for a shilling, the price being sometimes included on
the print itself.
The appearance of the balloon in 1783 provided artists, engravers and publishers in England,
France, Germany and Italy a new subject for their efforts. As the wave of balloon enthusiasm swept
across the continent, the production and sale of images depicting the great flights and daring
aeronauts flourished. In addition to illustrating the birth of the air age, print makers made use of
balloon motifs in comic images satirizing political events or social trends.
In the 19th century new lithographic techniques and the advent of improved presses and smooth
paper, led to a revolution in the ability to mass produce images. Balloons remained a common subject
of interest to readers, and ready material for satire in the talented hands of artists like Honorè-
Victorine Daumier.
Today, the balloon prints produced by 18th and 19th century artists remain as a priceless window
into the past. They enable us to share some sense of the excitement that gripped those watching
their fellow beings rise into the sky for the first time. Engraved portraits tell us something of the
appearance, and even the personality, of the first men and women to fly. Satirical prints utilizing
balloon motifs help us to understand the impact that flight on the first generations to experience it.
The National Air and Space Museum owes its collection of balloon prints to the generosity of several
leading 20th century collectors. The bulk of the prints in our collection come from Harry Frank
Guggenheim (August 23, 1890 - January 22, 1971).. The son of industrialist and philanthropist Daniel
Guggenheim and his wife Florence, Harry Guggenheim enjoyed multiple careers as a business
leader, diplomat, publisher, philanthropist, and sportsman.
Aviation was the thread that tied his diverse activities together. A graduate of Yale and Pembroke
College, Cambridge University, he learned to fly before the U.S. entered WW I and served as a Naval
aviator during that conflict and as a Naval officer during WW II. In the mid- 1920's, he convinced his
father to establish the Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics, which had an enormous
impact on aeronautical engineering and aviation in the U.S.
A collector of everything from fine art to thoroughbred horses, Guggenheim began to acquire
aeronautica during the 1920's, gradually focusing his attention of aeronautical prints. His collection
had grown to be one of the most complete in the world by the 1940's, when he loaned his prints to
the New York museum maintained by the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences. When the IAS
dissolved its museum in the 1950's, Guggenheim donated his own collection to the National Air and
Space Museum.
The NASM collection of aeronautical prints also includes items donated by the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics, and by a number of other private collectors, notably Constance Fiske
in memory of her husband Gardiner Fiske, who served with the U.S. Army Air Service during WW I
and with the USAAF in WWII; Thomas Knowles, a long-time executive with Goodyear Aircraft and
Goodyear Aerospace; and Bella Clara Landauer, one of the great American collectors of aeronautica.
There can be little doubt that William Armistead Moale Burden was one of the most significant
contributors to the NASM collection of furnishings, ceramics and other objects related to ballooning
and the early history of flight. . Burden began collecting aeronautical literature and memorabilia
during the 1920's, while still a Harvard undergraduate. Following graduation he rode the post-
Lindbergh boom to prosperity as a financial analyst specializing in aviation securities. His business
success was inextricably bound to his enthusiasm for the past, present and future of flight.
By 1939, Burden was reputed to have built a personal aeronautical library second only to that of the
Library of Congress. He loaned that collection to the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences, an
organization that he served as president in 1949. In addition to his library of aeronautica, Burden
built a world-class collection of historic objects dating to the late 18th century - desks, chairs,
bureaus, sofas, mirrors, clocks, ceramics and other examples of material culture -- inspired by the
first balloons and featuring balloon motifs. After a period on display in the IAS museum, William A.M.
Burden's balloon-decorated furnishings and aeronautica went into insured off-site storage in 1959.
A member of the Smithsonian Board of Regents, Mr. Burden ultimately donated his treasures to the
NASM, as well.

USA National Air and Space Museum
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Reminiscing - John Andrews

One thing that sticks in my memory took place at The Nationals at Barkston in 2012. I was
flying BMFA Rubber and had two models with me, 0-3 & 0-4. Both models were of similar
planform but 0-4 had a slimmer fuselage (supposed to be lighter than 0-3).

Saturday, up with the lark, full English breakfast including black pudding, and limped off (I had
a dicky knee) to the airfield for my first comp, BMFA Rubber.

My regular followers will know that I often make mistakes, well I started the Nationals this
year with an absolute beauty. I assembled a model for my first flight, inserting a 50gm motor
into 0-3’s fuselage then attached the rear section including tailplane, checked the DT
operation, then I dived into the model box for the wing. This is where I went wrong, unknowingly
I strapped 0-4’s wing onto the 0-3 fuselage and wound for the flight.

I launched the hybrid model and 2-49 later the model dropped out of sight over the compound.
One max in the bag.

Digression, one of my Timperley club-mates Reg had flown his open rubber model a few years
earlier with the wing on back to front, still maxed but it few a little oddly at first. There is no
substitute for a good patch of lift.

Back to 2012, it was a little windy and we thought 0-3 would be well off the field. Rachel & I
set off after it, however we could not find the model, which was odd as other models in the
compound had recorded times around the three minute mark. So we returned to base.
I decided to continue with my second model 0-4 and this was when I realised that I had mixed
up my components. I puts the old brainbox into gear and concludes that “if a hybrid worked
once it should work again” (wrong) so I assembled my 0-4/0-3 bits and wound for flight number
two. This combination did not work, the model flew in flat tight circles and failed to gain
sufficient height so John Boy had dipped out again and one model (0-3/0-4) was still out in the
boondocks somewhere.
I don’t recall the competition outcome and the BMFA website results only go back to 2013.

Sunday was a washout for us, although quite a few flyers obviously more hardy than ourselves
were out there doing their business.
We paid a quick visit to the hanger for the swap meet then departed to take in the Newark Air
Museum, a really good collection of aircraft and well worth a visit.

0-3 & 0-4, the wings and tails are supposed to be identical in size but decor is different
and they’re marked. It takes an extremely competent idiot to mix them up
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Monday saw us bright and early on the field in better flying conditions although there was a
little light drizzle now and then. I made an early mess of Classic Rubber with my ‘Last Resort’.

First mistake, I released the model too square into wind and it looped straight over the top
and vertically into the ground. On retrieval I was amazed to find no damage, the over long grass
had cushioned the aircraft’s arrival.
Second mistake, immediate re-launch, third mistake launched too far out of wind and a couple
of hair raising flat turns before climbing away in indifferent air. Did not make requirements.
Just to prove that I was not totally incompetent I had a second flight which, of course, was a
text book climb to good altitude and DT on the button. Any fool can do it second time.

I started mini vintage with my old ‘Hep-Cat’ and a perfect first flight, DT’d high-up dropping
down behind the campsite hanger. Flushed with success we decided to partake of a burger
before we drove around to recover and this proved to be an error as the second flight failed
to climb properly and the glide appeared badly under-elevated and failed to max. I conclude
that the drizzle and wet grass affected the trim somehow. That was me finished for the 2012
Nationals.

Things then brightened up, I was sitting on the tailgate of the car packing up my models when
a Brownhills indoor flyer Russell Lister appeared saying “John have you lost a model?”. “Yes” I
replied and Russell said that he knew where it was. He had been out looking for models and
recognised my colour scheme on a model sticking up in a rape field way behind where we had
been searching on the Saturday when we lost it. Rachel went off with Russell to effect recovery
as I was still limping with my knee.

Time passed and I thought I’d better go and see what was going on. I drove to where I knew
the model was and I climbed up the bank behind the compound and looked out over the rape
field to see two heads bobbing about in the dense crop, one holding my model aloft. Eventually
they appeared complete with undamaged model but water filled from two nights out in the rain.
They too were both soaking wet from the waist down having had to work their way up and down
the tractor paths to reach the aircraft, I owed Russell a bottle of wine for his efforts, I could
not have fought my way through that rape.

John Andrews

Russell Lister in the rape and two wet heroes with my undamaged model
A few days in the conservatory at home dried it out fine.
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Bleriot - USA National Air and Space Museum

Blériot's Cross-Channel Flight - Jul 25, 2009

Early in the morning of July 25th, 1909 - a hundred years ago - Louis Blériot (1872-1936) crossed
the English Channel, a distance of 22 statute miles (36.6 km) from Les Barraques (near Calais) to
Dover. There had been longer flights and further flights, but the conquest of the Channel by air was
a sensation and brought Blériot instant fame. Blériot had been a successful manufacturer of
automobile headlamps who became fascinated by aeronautics in starting in 1901. He brought his
latest aircraft to Les Barraques, the Type XI, a little monoplane fitted with a 25-horsepower, 3 cylinder
Anzani motor. The London Daily Mail had put up a £1,000 prize for the first airplane flight across
the Channel, and Blériot was competing with two other aviators, Hubert Latham and Charles de
Lambert. Lambert, who received his training from Wilbur Wright, had been injured in a test flight
and was out of the running. Latham had already attempted a Channel flight - he had made it halfway
across the Channel in his Antoinette IV monoplane on July 19 when engine failure brought him down
in a forced landing in the sea. On the morning of the 25th, Latham was ready for another attempt
with a replacement aircraft, but was still fast asleep when Blériot took to the air. The flight took 36
minutes, 30 seconds, and was not without suspense. Blériot had also been injured in a test flight and
was in pain with a badly injured foot. The photograph above, taken just before the flight, shows the
strain that Blériot was under. It began to rain, and Blériot feared that the moisture would cause the
Anzani to pack it in. The weather became turbulent, and visibility declined; he later recalled thinking
- I am alone. I can see nothing at all. At Dover, the wind nearly caused him to crash, and his landing
gear and propeller were damaged. But he had made it, and he was declared the winner. It was the first
successful flight by an airplane over a large body of water. Hubert Latham was not happy when he
finally woke up.
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Blériot became a hero, celebrated on
both sides of the Channel.

And his Type XI became a best seller
- many were produced by the Blériot
firm, others by foreign licensees, and
many were built by enthusiastic
amateur builders in Europe and
America.

The Museum has a Blériot Type
XI built by Blériot Aéronautique at
Levallois, Perret, France, in 1914 and
originally flown by Swiss aviator John
Domenjoz.

John, a Blériot company flight
instructor and noted daredevil.

Blériot's original Type XI is in the
possession of the Musée des Arts et
Métiers in Paris, which has a special
exhibit on Blériot's flight.

A replica Type XI built by Pascal
Kremer will attempt to repeat the flight.

USA National Air and Space Museum
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Letters to the Editor - John O’Sullivan (Canada) & Glen Stride

Hi John:
It's wonderful that you continue to produce the New Clarion. You have done much to keep the
History of Free Flight alive.
Although we are far away on the east coast of Canada we have a small group of ageing free-
flighters still semi active. We are all of British or Irish origin and were active in the UK in the
50's to 70's.
John and Brian Richards are originally from Coventry and John Davies who passed away some
time ago was a Welshman and I am a Paddy. We are all in our 80's. I am flying mostly RC
Sailplanes now, but Hummingbird Model Products have kitted a Free Flight design of mine:

E36 Blizzard
https://hummingbirdmodelproducts.com/

My E20 Blizzard was published in August 2024 Aeromodeller.

John Davies had a number of designs published in the Aeromodeller

His Half Jaguar Aeromodeller June 1922
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=2162
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His Pongo P30 Aeromodeller September 1992
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=10281

His Gypsy Half Size Aeromodeller July 1922
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=2940

I flew frequently in the UK with my late friend Maurice Doyle in the 60's and 70's and made
many firm friends some of whom I am still in contact with.
;

Sorry to hear that Rachel passed away. I really looked forward to seeing her positive support
for you and the hobby.
I'm just turning 85 in May and fortunately in good health, but slowing down and finding
retrieval difficult. That's why it is mostly RC lately.
I'm Just finishing a new 2 metre RES electric sailplane. It is number 4 in my Mayfly series and
I get out at least monthly even in the winter. I'm also flying larger 4 metre Ukrainian carbon
models.
I have printed up a 3D template with four sides, 5, 7.5, 10 and 12.5 angles to set ribs at dihedral
breaks. I also made some 1/16 sq, 3/32 sq. and 1/8 sq. 3D Templates for notching Trailing edges
or Formers. I'll send details of these.

Photos of my, 34" electric Leprechaun and some Mayflies.

John O’Sullivan (Canada)
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I found this letter from 2022 buried in my archive, apologies to Glen for missing it.

Hi John,
Just been reading the June 2022 Clarion.
Spotted Y-bar in Roger Newman’s Plans for
the month.
This brought back a memory. I built one in
1961-62.
Powered by a Frog 149 vibromatic diesel,
which I still have today.
Flew it at Highgate Common near
Stourbridge.
It didn’t last too long as I was not very
experienced in trimming in those days.
See attached photo – taken when still living
at home with my parents who lived near
Bromsgrove,

Best Regards

Glenn Stride
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Here and There - Model Aircraft April 1951
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Model Aircraft April 1951
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Hunter’s Rest - Richard Compton

Between Christmas and New Year we did
a coastal walk based around Tintagel on a
sunny and very cold crisp day. The return
leg took us past a house interestingly
called “Hunter’s Rest” which has nothing
to do with foxes or hounds.

On 6 July 1979, pilot Alick Nicholson was
on a weapons training exercise out to sea
in his Hawker Hunter. The jet developed
engine trouble and he decided to eject
after pointing the jet out to sea. After
he ejected for some reason the jet
veered to port and hit the ground, west
of Atlantic Road, at 150mph. The jet
ploughed up the hill shedding debris as it
went demolishing garden walls and cars as
well as hitting Westmead Guest House. It
eventually came to rest in the 4m gap
between the Klymiavren Restaurant (now
the Olive Tree) and the house next door
as shown right.

No-one was killed and the pilot was picked
up by a local fishing boat. Further details
and pictures can be found on
tintagelweb.co.uk just search for “plane
crash” on the site.

But the most interesting part is the pilots account which can be found here, well worth a read!
www.tintagelweb.co.uk/pilots_account_htm_files/tpc.pdf

Richard Crompton
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller April 1956
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Aeromodeller April 1956
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NW Indoor Gala - Martin Pike

The BMFA NW Indoor Free Flight Gala
A day at the Manchester Velodrome

This was my second visit to the Manchester Velodrome. It is not the first venue I would have
thought of for an indoor meeting, but the centre of the banked track is a large, clear area,
separated by netting from the track and spectator seating. This makes for a good flying area
with a high ceiling. The netting is a mixed blessing - planes often get stuck in them. The model
is safe, but difficult to dislodge, and retrieval can result in damage at slower rate than a wall
collision provides. Flying height is restricted to the first layer of girders that hold the lights.
This is around 15m up. Above this, numerous gantries and struts form a trap for the over-
ambitious model. Flights above the girders do not count.

As an aside, the track is in use as you fly, making for an interesting backdrop. The junior GB
team pursuit were training - four riders closely bunched at high speed (40mph??), keeping to
a narrow portion of the track to maintain the smallest lap circumference. The leader is relieved
each 1.5 laps, in a well-orchestrated manoeuvre where the rider mounts the banking, re-joining
at the rear of the pack. Impressive stuff.

The Velodrome is in the centre of Manchester, easy to find with Sat-Nav. It has parking and
a basic cafe. There is a large Asda nearby for other supplies.

The organisation of the meeting was effective but relaxed. Flying was on an informal basis
rather than rounds. It was up to the flier to determine whether it was reasonable to fly - a
system that worked well. I saw no mid-air collisions despite there being a mixture of duration
and scale types being flown. Scale judging was from a end table manned by Paul Rich and Martin
#### who managed to do both the static and flying judging without undue delays.

My flying was less than successful - models that had previously flown well had lost their trim
or warped, resulting in net collisions and breakages. My hopes of getting them fully trimmed
for the Indoor Nationals at the end of April were dashed. These things happen - if it were
easy we probably would not do free-flight! I have some repairing and maybe even new building
to do before the Nats now.

There were many good flights as well as the occasional incident. Dave and others were on-hand
with roach poles to pluck down errant models.

My travelling companion, Allan had sensibly thought to bring a table. Several others had done
the same, with collapsible tables that included mounting points for stooges and winders. One is
reminded of the engineering background of some flyers when you see their support equipment.
Colin Frey stood out in this with an articulated table-top torque meter of his own construction,
together with other tools. Attention to rubber length, weight and torque clearly does help gain
consistency - particularly for duration classes. I have three basic torque meters and have often
said to myself I should use them more. It is something more to think about in a competition,
but it seems that it is worthwhile.

Meeting and talking to fellow modellers is more than half the reason behind these meetings,
and this was no exception. I think that it is important to feel part of a group and exchange
ideas, or just maintain enthusiasm. It seems that men socialise better if they have an excuse
to meet up. I think it unlikely that free flight or other traditional aeromodelling will ever be
as popular as it was in the 1950s, but there is enough interest, especially among the middle-
aged to maintain a movement. I have seen more people returning to or taking up aeromodelling
in middle age than in youth. Maybe the desire and patience to build things is something people
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develop over time. Aeromodelling information held on the Internet was central to me re-
starting in my 30s, I think the same goes for others now.

I spent some time advertising my May Welsh 2026 event, which generated some interest, but
also sparked further conversations and contacts.

Picture Parade

General view of the Velodrome The GB Junior Pursuit Team just released

Pits area, inside the track Author with Warped Legal Eagle

Participants at the Prize Presentation
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RESULTS
Thanks to Mike Colin.

These may contain some anomalies but corrective data is not to hand.

F1M 0.75g Motor Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 6.06 4.55 6.17 1 1
Dave Whitehouse 3.55

Limited Penny Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 4.42 5.03 5.17 1 4
Tim Milner 4.53 2 3
Dave Whitehouse 3.11 3.50 3 2
Martin Pike 3.36 3.25 3.44 4 1

Clubman Penny Plane  &  F1L - No Contest

P18 Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 2.09 2.30 1 3
Phil Morrell 1.05 2.05 2.11 2.24 2 2
Harry Twist 0.45 0.49 0.55 3 1

Bostonian Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Stephen Haines 1.20 1.22 1.33 1 8
D. Horsefield 1.05 1.06 2 7
Mike Stuart 0.42 0.52 1.00 3 6
Peter Brown 0.49 0.47 0.51 0.58 4 5
Dave Whitehouse 0.49 0.51 3.48 0.40 0.55 5 4
Harry Twist 0.31 0.41 0.44 6 3
Tim Horne 0.41 7 2
Phil Morrell 0.40 8 1
Mark Brill

Osprey Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 3.04 1 2
Phil Morrell 0.43 2 1

Legal Eagle Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 1 4
Martin Pike 2 3
Tim Horne 3 2
Tim Milner 4 1

No-Cal Model Type
Name

Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6

Colin Fray 2.40 1 4

Stephen Haines Gannet 1.48 2 3
Tim Horne Chambermaid 1.10 1.23 3 2
John Hey Hien 0.23 0.31 0.42 0.43 0.45 4 1
Mark Brill
Dave Whitehouse
Harry Twist
D. Crompton



28

Capacitor Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 0.49 1.44 1.45 1 3
Ian Lever 1.08 1.20 1.31 2 2
Phil Morrell 0.40 3 1

Pussycat Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 0.53 0.39 0.35 1.06 1.18 1 4
Ian Lever 0.36 0.47 0.48 0.53 0.44 0.53 0.48 1.00 2 3
Mark Brill 0.38 0.34 3 2
John Hey 0.23 0.27 0.23 0.31 0.33 4 1
Martin Pike

Scale Events
No Pistachio Contest

Peanut
Model Type Scale Points

Flight Scores
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5

M. Stuart Kingfisher 56 94 1 9
Peter Brown Found Centennial 35 120 2 8
Stephen Haines Nasmith Couar 37 117 3 7
D. Horsefield Luton Minor 33 120 4 6
John Cooper Fred 38 100 5 5
Tim Milner Nasmith Couar 37 94 6 4
Peter Brown Murphy Rbl 31 94 7
Peter Brown Andreason BA-4 45 80 7
Tim Horne Parnall Imp 42 68 9 2
Dave Crompton Jodel D9 42 10 1
John Cooper Piper Vagabond 42 10
Martin Pike Lacey M10

Open Scale
Model Type

Flight Scores Highest
Score Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4

Tim Horne RWD10 1690.0 1 19

Dave Whitehouse Stinson 125 1680.0 2 18
Stephen Haines Currie Wot 1660.0 3 17
Mike Stuart Blackburn Shark 1630.0 4 16
John Cooper Farman PC 1630.0 4 16
Peter Fardell Stinson Sentinel 1600.0 6 14
Mike Stuart Blackburn Ripon 1600.0 6 14
Ted Griffiths Andreason BA-4 1570.0 8 11
Ian Lever Cessna 170 1570.0 8 11
Peter Brown Pietenpol Cmp 1570.0 8 11
Peter Brown Piper Cub 1540.0 11 10

John Cooper Hawker Hart 1410.0 12 9

Tim Milner Jodel D9 1400.0 13 8

Mark Brill Luscome Silvair 1370.0 14 7

Peter Fardell Bleriot lX 1340.0 15 6

Phil Morrell Cessna 140 VMC 1290.0 16 5

David Horsefield SE5 1230.0 17 4

Tim Horne Stinson Voyager 1200.0 18 3

Peter Fardell Short S 42 1030.0 19 2

Martin Pike Lacey M10 0.0 20 1
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Mike Stuart Bristol Superfreighter 0.0 20

Martin Pike Auster J4

Dave Horsefield SE5
Harry Twist Auster AOP9

Tim Milner Veron Skyhawk

John Hey Cessna 140

D. Crompton Piper Vagabond

D. Crompton Piper Super Cruser
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Total

Stephen Haines 8 3 7 17 35
Dave Whitehouse 1 2 4 3 4 18 32
Mike Stuart 5 9 16 30
Peter Brown 6 8 11 25
John Cooper 5 16 21
D. Horsefield 7 6 4 17
Ian Lever 2 3 11 16
Colin Fray 2 4 3 2 4 15
Tim Milner 3 4 8 15
Peter Fardell 14 14
Ted Griffiths 11 11
Phil Morrell 2 1 1 1 5 10
Mark Brill 2 7 9
Harry Twist 1 3 4
Tim Horne 2 2 2 19 25
John Hey 1 1 2
Martin Pike 1 1 1

Martin Pike
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A Bit More for the Board - Tony Shepherd

Jimp time again. The last time this matter came up was back in February and March last year
as I was agonising over what engine to put in my Jimp, such that I would create something that
just might give Dave Cox a run for his money in Vintage Power comps.  You will hopefully
remember that Dave has very successfully campaigned what was my first Jimp after I gave it
to him and he’d fitted a very powerful, modern ASP 15 glow engine in it.  I’d originally run it
with a PAW149 and it was OK with that, though not spectacular.
Moving on, I’d built a second Jimp, possibly with the intention of flying it with an ED Comp
Special as per Charlie Allen’s 1948 original but before that had flown, I’d gone to Mod State 1
and chopped off the front end of the fuselage to fit an Elfin 249 though I couldn’t remember
which version.  I’d flown it once or perhaps twice on Salisbury Plain but it was something of a
pain as the sidewinder mounted engine threw castor oil all down the right side of the fuselage
and it was nightmare to hold and launch.  The sensible approach to solving this problem would’ve
been to stick on some sort of grip but I just gave up for a while and hung it up in the little
modelling room whilst moving on to something else.
Eventually the Jimp came back into my mind, and this time back in its previous Mod State Zero
form with the Comp Special as per Charlie and once again I cut the front off the fuselage and
started to prepare for it.  The internal holes for the engine bearers were still there so the
only requirement was to stick some in then make a new front bulkhead and we’d be pretty well
ready to fly.  Of course, Dave Cox tried to put me off this option but I really wanted to give
it a go, plus Trevor Hahner had his Comp Special version featured in an edition of the New
Clarion to whet the appetite further!  The idea then got parked again!
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The start of 2026 has seen yet another burst of Jimp enthusiasm as an offshoot to the Free
Flight Tech Committee requirement to fit RDT to models weighing over 250g and having to
work on some of the other larger IC models that I have.  And then the inevitable question came
up again – Comp Special or something with more poke?  The radial mounted Elfin 249 had been
sold on but I still had the beam mount version and a bench test suggested that it was quite
powerful.  It also appealed to me as it’s a 50s engine so not too different from the original
model, so I plumped for that.
Fact – I’m a slow builder! So the comparatively simple task of putting a plain bulkhead on the
front of the fuselage and adding RDT took far longer than it would’ve taken many builders, but
at the time of writing, the build work is complete and I’m just waiting for the RDT servo to
arrive through the letterbox.  If the weather is kind then next weekend should see trimming
resume.  I suppose that this is now at Mod State 2 with Mod State 1 not having had the RDT,
however I suspect that the
most important addition is the
piece of 400 grit emery paper
which has been stuck to the
right hand side of the front
end of the fuselage.  If this
means that I can actually grip
the model firmly when the
engine is running flat out then
that will be a seriously good
thing as the tips of the fingers
on my left hand are almost
completely devoid of tread
these days and gripping oily
models is more of a problem.

It will be ironic if this was all
that was needed when the
model was in Mod State 1 to
turn it into a highly potent
Dave Cox-beater.  And the
irony is even greater as just
the other day I found a photo
from September 2021 which
clearly shows that this model
was in fact already fitted with
the beam mount Elfin 249 so if
I’d left the razor saw and
scalpels in the toolbox then
much of the rework wouldn’t
have been unnecessary!!

Oh well, it keeps me off the streets. I wonder if I’ll ever get around to building a third Jimp –
one with an ED Comp Special on board.

Tony Shepherd

2026

2021
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Solar Powered flight – Part 2 - Roger Newman

Last month had a quick delve into solar powered aircraft, focused mostly around the model
world. This month has an equally quick & relatively superficial look at the progress of unmanned
solar powered “proper” aircraft, with a bit of a jaundiced eye on the evolution of modern free
flight competition models & these rather unconventional craft.

There is much interesting work going on in increasingly diverse parts of the world regarding
the development of unmanned high altitude, lengthy flight duration, solar powered drones –
loosely categorised as HALE (High Altitude Long Endurance) / HAPS (High-Altitude Pseudo-
Satellites) craft. In this context, high altitude broadly encompasses the stratosphere. At this
stage it is reasonable to say that none have yet come anywhere near the stage of volume scale
commercialisation either for civil or military purposes, albeit much is promised.

What is the difference between the two categories?

HALE craft are (mostly) military drones capable of flying at altitudes around & above 18
kilometres for extended periods, typically many hours, while HAPS craft are unmanned air
vehicles that operate at altitudes of 20 to 50 kilometres (the stratosphere), planned to provide
observation/communication services for weeks – even months on end. Essentially HALE refers
to a specific type of high altitude drone, whereas HAPS encompasses a broader range of high
altitude platforms, including both civil & military applications. It is this latter category that
has a small synergy to our beloved hobby.

Technical Challenges in developing HALE & HAPS Craft
Endurance & Power Management

Energy Sources: Both require efficient energy sources. Solar power dependency currently
gives rise to critical energy storage (on-board batteries) & management for long duration
flights.
Flight Duration: For HAPS craft which depend on on-board power generation, achieving weeks
to months of effective & reliable operational endurance is highly challenging.

Manoeuvrability & Stability
Dynamic Lift: (Fixed wing) HAPS have a degree of “reasonable” manoeuvrability, but at their
relatively  low air speeds are susceptible to gusts & require highly advanced control systems
for good stability in operation, particularly where there is a constant need to reallocate to
alternative locations.
Wind Sensitivity: HAPS platforms may be heavily stressed by wind, complicating their
operational reliability & longevity.

Payload Capacity & Applications:
Payload Limitations: Current structural limitations limit the capacity to carry significant
payloads which in turn limits the potential for applications, creating trade-offs between
operational capability, performance & reliability.
Diverse Applications: HAPS platforms are focussed on supporting various cost effective
applications, including data communications (alternative to low earth orbit satellites) &
surveillance, which necessitate different payload configurations & capabilities.

Regulatory Factors:
Airspace & Telecommunications Regulations: Regulating & navigating uncharted & ill-defined
territory for airspace use & telecommunications could well hinder or delay development &
introduction into commercial service.
Certification: Yet another step into the unknown by the bodies responsible for flight safety &
operations, on top of an already understaffed & overloaded work program.
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Technological Advancements:
Material & Component Sciences: further innovations in materials & components are necessary
to enhance durability, operations,  performance & reliability of HAPS craft in extreme
stratospheric conditions before they can enter service with a high expectation of long life cost
effective operations.
Automation & AI: the integration of advanced automation & artificial intelligence for flight
control, navigation & operational effectiveness will pose significant technical challenges.

However, before venturing down a short look at a few of the most interesting craft – an
important diversification must be noted that has the potential for significant impact on the
long term success or otherwise of these rather strange craft. That is the topic of
stratospheric winds. - the winds that occur in the stratosphere, the second layer of Earth's
atmosphere, located above the troposphere. Such winds can reach impressively high speeds –
often exceeding 135mph and are influenced by temperature differences and the polar vortex,
which circulates cold air around the poles. Such high speeds (which also show quite large
variances relative to height within the stratosphere) & the possible accompanying turbulence
are not very good bed fellows for lightweight, fragile aerodynamic structures as embodied by
HAPS craft. Probably just as troublesome, even possibly more so, is the ascent & descent from
launch to “cruising” height & back for what look to be exceedingly flimsy craft. There have
been several press releases on “successful” flights by various organisations followed by
seemingly long silences, which perhaps indicates that there are many problems to be still
resolved before any degree of  commercial success can be achieved.

Not in any particular order, here are a few of the HAPS craft in development at present.
Unusual as it may seem – quite a lot of the current ongoing published work is of British origin.
Several projects in various countries that have commenced in the past couple of decades have
been cancelled or quietly abandoned. Probably many developments are kept under wraps & are
not well publicised. All are typified by very lightweight construction using the latest materials
technology & carrying relatively small payloads in the region of a few kilograms.
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Airbus Zephyr

The concept for this craft dates back to 2003, as a development by Qinetiq (spin off from the
MoD). As an aside – if you want to be really disillusioned yet again by what privatisation does
to the taxpayer, do a search on “History of  Qineteq” & read the Wilkepedia article.
First flight trials of Zephyr began in December 2005 at the White Sands Missile Range. Two
prototype Zephyrs with wingspan up to 12m were flown to a maximum altitude of 27,000ft and
for 4.5 hours and six hours which were the maximum flight duration times permitted under the
missile range restrictions. In July 2006, flight trials at White Sands involved three prototype
air vehicles with a wingspan up to 16m. A flight of 18 hours endurance was achieved including
seven hours of night-time flight. The Zephyr exceeded the world record for the longest
duration unmanned flight in August 2008. Zephyr successfully completed an 82-hour flight,
reaching an altitude of more than 60,000ft during a trial held at the US Army’s Yuma Proving
Ground in Arizona. The US Department of Defence funded the demonstration flight under a
joint capability technology demonstration (JCTD) programme with the UK MoD. Zephyr was
flown on autopilot and by satellite communications.
Suffice to say that the entire program was sold off to Airbus in 2013. Since then, Airbus has
been developing and testing the platform in order to prepare it for commercial use The latest
iteration, Zephyr Z8, has a wingspan of 25m while weighing only 75kg. It is designed to fly at
around 70,000 ft (21 km), above the weather and commercial airlines. In August 2022, the
Zephyr broke a record  for the longest flight in history, staying in the air for 64 straight days.
A failure on day 64 occurred when the Zephyr dipped below its standard altitude of 70,000 ft
to 45,000-50,000 ft, before eventually plummeting to the ground. In Spring 2025 the latest
Zephyr 8 concluded 67 days, 6 hours and 52 minutes of continuous flight in the stratosphere
on 28 April 2025, but seemingly ending by crashing into the Indian Ocean with an undefined
problem, possibly turbulence, according to the published air accident report published by the
Kenyan Air Accident Investigation Dept. Despite this, the flight was deemed to be successful.
This surpassed Zephyr’s previous flight record of 64 days in 2022.

Airbus have spun off a subsidiary Company – AALTO HAPS Ltd to exploit the project. A target
date of 2026 has been mentioned for entry into service – whatever that means. Airbus seem
to be looking at the project as a long term investment as the subsidiary incurred an operating
loss of some $45M for the financial year ending 2024. For that reporting period, it employed
around 200 staff & entered a supply agreement for solar panels over a 2 year period from
2025 to 2027 for over $21M – so serious staffing & money involved.
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Airbus Zephyr “Production” Hanger

BAE Systems – Phasa 35

A competitor to Airbus Zephyr. PHASA-35 was originally designed and developed by engineers
who had previously worked on the Zephyr HAPS drone for Qinetiq. When Qinetiq sold Zephyr
to Airbus in 2013, these engineers left and formed their own company, named Prismatic, to
develop a rival aircraft. Development of PHASA-35 consequently began in 2018, in collaboration
with BAE Systems, and a first flight was scheduled for 2019. Prior to this, a quarter-scale
model, named the PHASE-8, completed a successful first flight in 2017. In September 2019,
BAE Systems acquired Prismatic as a subsidiary, subsequently siting it within the Falcon Works
empire of BAE.

Phasa 35

Falcon Works is the BAE centre for advanced research and technology development in the Air
Sector. After less than two years in development, the PHASA-35 made its maiden flight on 17
February 2020 at Woomera with support from the UK's DSTL and Australian DSTL.
Further trials commenced and, in October 2020, the aircraft carried out an endurance trial
whilst carrying a sensor payload.
The trials saw the aircraft operating 72 hours whilst in a simulated environment of harsh
stratospheric conditions.
This craft also has a stated objective of entry into service in 2026. The Phasa has a span of
some 35m & a notional weight of about 150kg.

Note the family heritage between the Zephyr & Phasa craft, hardly surprising as they
emanated from the same parentage.
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Aerovironment (USA)

Best known for being founded by Paul McCready of man-powered flight fame, this Company has
worked closely with NASA on a variety of craft. Most notable being the original NASA
Pathfinder & Centurian, followed by Helios, Horus & HAPSMobile Hawk 30. This latest venture
(Hawk30) is  to team up with Softbank from Japan to form HAPSMobile. Softbank are a
Japanese multinational investment holding company that focuses on investment management
The group primarily invests in companies operating in technology that offer goods and services
to customers in a multitude of markets and industries ranging from the internet to automation.
HAPSMobile is developing the Hawk30 for stratospheric telecommunications.

Pathfinder in flight over Hawaii

Helios in flight – ultimately crashed.

Hawk30



37

The Aerovironment craft are distinctive & (I think) unique in that all are flying wing
configurations with the Hawk 30 being about 78m span powered by 10 electric motors.

Korea

The Korea Aerospace Research Centre had a program, developing its EAV-3 craft, again after
a seemingly successful flight, all went rather quiet but it stills seems to be an existing program.
The EAV -3 has a span of approx 20m, rather on the smaller side but has since been superseded
by the EAV-4 of 30m span & an approx weight of 150kg.

EAV-3

EAV-4

United Arab Emirates

A fairly recent & potentially interesting entrant through MIRA  Aerospace - a subsidiary of
Space42, the UAE’s first SpaceTech company with global reach, has announced the
development of two advanced payloads in Earth Observation and Telecommunications.
The payloads were explicitly designed for deployment on Mira’s High Altitude Platform Station
(HAPS) ApusNeo craft and engineered to operate in the stratospheric environment.
The ApusNeo18 has a span of some 18m. It's first publicly announced successful flight was
announced at the Dubai Air Show in late 2025.
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ApusNeo 18

New Zealand

New Zealand’s first solar-powered aircraft has reached the stratosphere. The Kea Atmos Mk1
has a wingspan of 12.5 metres and weighs under 40 kilograms. Its maiden flight was in March
2023 & its first stratospheric flight was in  Feb 2025. It is planned to be superseded by the
Kea Atmos Mk2, a long-endurance platform with a wingspan of approximately 30 metres that
is intended to use lithium-sulphur batteries. These promise higher energy density and lighter
weight compared to conventional lithium-ion packs, in conjunction with solar cells.

KEA Atmos Mk 1
No doubt there is less well publicised work going on in France, Russia & China to mention but a few
other contenders & interested parties.
An  interesting point regarding the stratosphere, which is not
exclusively classified as uncontrolled airspace. As more aircraft,
including high-altitude platforms, begin to operate in the
stratosphere, regulatory bodies like the FAA and CAA et al will
need to develop traffic management systems for this region
leading to more structured management and regulation. However
that will take yet more time, so one assumes that current flight
activities are made with special consent of the appropriate
regulatory bodies? Yet greater workloads for an already very busy
& overloaded set of people!
Finally, I wonder how many (if any) of the craft designers have
ever participated in our ancient hobby of model aeroplanes?
There does look to be some degree of synergy in shape & use of advanced materials between these
craft & certain of the FIA free flight categories – particularly F1A, F1B & F1C? Conversely do any
of you remember the photo of D A Russell of past Aeromodeller fame launching his rather large
sparky from the roof of a moving car? What would he have thought of these oh so modern craft!

Roger Newman
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Secretary’s Notes for April 2026 - Ray Elliott

A tale of models lost and (sometimes) found
Roy Vaughn’s article in last month’s New Clarion about retrieving his Coupe at Oxford got me
thinking about the models I have lost and sometimes found.
When I was growing up, I lived in Portsmouth and used to go trimming on a playing field adjacent
to a golf course, with Langstone Harbour downwind (you could only fly in one direction, other
directions were too built up), The first model I ever lost was flown from here. I can’t remember
whether the DT failed or was too long but the model, an elliptical 1/2 A, a bit like a George
French HalF-A Train, disappeared in the direction of the harbour, never to be seen again. This
would have been about 1962. I was very disappointed because this was the first time I had
built a model with elliptical surfaces. It was my pride and joy.
I don’t remember any losses over the next few years but in 1969 I built a Wakefield based on
Thomas Koster’s 1965 World Championship winner. I was trimming it on Chobham Common when
it disappeared in the direction of Wentworth Golf Course. After much searching I never found
it (no trackers in those days).
Fast forward to the mid 80’s and I was flying my one and only A2 at Beaulieu when I had a
flyaway in a massive thermal. Again, no tracker so no point in going to look for it. That evening
I received a phone call from a gentleman who had been sailing in The Solent. He said the model
landed in the sea near him and he rescued it. I asked him where he lived and he said Ruislip
which is about 5 miles from where I live in Ealing. I collected it the same evening. Lucky me!
Moving on about 15 years and I was flying a Wakefield in another Area meeting and the model
disappeared into the wild blue yonder in a westerly direction and wasn’t coming down. On the
Wednesday after the comp I happened to be working from home when I got a phone call. “I’ve
got your model aeroplane. Would you believe me if I said I found in France?” I said I’d believe
anything. He replied “Well no, I didn’t find it in France. I was sailing in The Solent, and it landed
in the sea near my dinghy”. He said the model was in his office, which turned out to be in Ealing,
about a mile from where I live. Lucky me again! Interestingly the model was picked out of the
water in a south easterly direction from where we were flying, yet, as I mentioned above, it
disappeared in a westerly direction. Strange.
Another example: an Open Rubber fly off at Beaulieu. We had seen the model to the ground
and there was a good signal from the tracker. After a while the signal stopped and we couldn’t
find the model. That evening another phone call. Someone out walking saw the model and took
it home. I asked where he lived. He replied South Woodford, about 30 minutes from Ealing. I
collected the model the following evening. Lucky again.
One more from Beaulieu: RAFFV disappeared in the direction of the Isle of Wight but this
time the model landed on the island and was found by a local. I spoke to the late John White
who lived in Totland. He collected the model and returned it at the next Area meeting.
Other examples: the same RAFFV found by a private plane owner on the airstrip at Deptford,
south of Area 8; Bilgri Wake found by a farmer near Sway in the New Forest -flying from
Beaulieu; Coupe lost at Moncontour in France, found by a local, collected by a French flyer and
returned to me in France the following year.
Models lost but not found include two E36’s on Salisbury Plain, a Coupe at Odiham and
Wakefields at Beaulieu and Poitou in France. I may have missed a few but, on balance, I’ve
probably got back more than have been lost, never to be seen again.
I’m sure there are many readers with similar stories. Perhaps some of you may like to put
fingers to keyboard.
Just a reminder that the Croydon /SAM1066 contest is on Easter Monday , 7th April, Salisbury
Plain Area 8. Full details follow:
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Ray Elliott

Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Glider: yet another elegant design from Italy - the Aeropiccola Nordec
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Power: Mudhopper - nice little low wing job for Merlin power - from Aeromodeller.

Rubber: as we've had a recent excess of water, an amphibian project - Skyleada Amphibian

Roger Newman
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Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham

October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


