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Editorial

FF season well underway, 2nd area had good conditions on Salisbury Plain.
Our chairman Tony Shepherd has found an event reporter name of Paula Butler and has
submitted two of her reports to be found elsewhere in this issue. I hope Paula will continue her
good work, I need regulars.
This issue is a bit larger than usual, contains a lot of pictures so I ‘ve had to dumb down quality
to keep file size down to manageable proportions and keep loading time down.

Right, what have we got in this bumper issue:

 John O’Sulivan from Canada has followed up his article in the last issue with a
description of a few bits and bobs he’s made for his modelling.,

 Pylonius makes a few cutting comments on our international teams’ new sporting apparel.
 Once again I’ve dug out another of my old articles first published in the old paperback

‘Clarion’ in 2004.
 Engine Analysis is the Australian SABRE 2.5 from Aeromodeller 1951. The engine gives,

normal for these days, high power output at high revs but is a particularly smooth runner
with flat output curve.

 Here and There from Model Aircraft of 1951 discusses the variation in timekeepers
abilities and cites some of the problems. It offers no solution but asks for comments.
It also offers opinions on whether models should circle to the left or the right for best
results.

 Nick Peppiatt, for a change, offers details of the making of the pilots in his scale models.
They are masterpieces of the modelling art in their own right.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors from 1955 highlights the much needed book for non
technical aeromodellers, ‘Simple Radio Control’ and hopes it will encourage advancement
in Radio Controlled model aircraft.

 Seeing the scale model of the Caproni Ca60 in Nicks article last month inspired me to
search the internet for details of this unusual aircraft. As usual Wikipedia provided a
wealth of detail.

 A flashing beacon advertisment Martin Pike found somewhere.
 I dip into my picture archive to make another page filler.
 Canard-Air, another of Ray Malmstrom’s little masterpieces.
 New writer Paula Butler, via Tony Shepherd, reports on the Croydon Cagnarata event on

Salisbury Plain together with our SAM1066 event. She supplied many pictures and Tony
identified them.

 Secretary Ray Elliott supplied the results of the above event.
 Once again Laura, via Tony, reported on the BMFA second area comp on Salisbury Plain.

Together with more pictures and Tony’s IDs.
 Our North Wales correspondent Roger Newman, taking a rest from research into

modern full size aircraft development, penned a few notes on various subjects model
wise.

 Secretary Ray Elliott offers his thoughts on May 2026.
 Roger Newman wraps up this issue with his usual three plans for the month.

Editor
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Gadgets & 3D Printing - John O’Sulivan (Canada)

Spar and Trailing Edge Notchers
These are handy for notching trailing edges, ribs and for use for stringers on formers. These
are made up from short sections of thin blades sandwiched between layers of suitable
thickness balsa. I usually use 1/16 square, 3/32 square and 1/8 inch ones. I also made a three-
in-one 3D printed one for 1/16”, 3/32” and 1/8” notches.
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Balsa Stripper
There are a number of commercially available balsa strippers available, but most involve the
use of a thick blade such as Exacto #11 as cutter. I found home fabricated strippers using
fixed thin razor blades to work well and give a more precise cut. I have made up a selection of
them to cut various sized strips. I use basswood of the required thickness as a base and glue
on the razor blades at about 60 degrees to the line of the cut. A cap strip of basswood is then
glued on to secure the blade. Various strippers can be made up to cater for different heights
of strips. These allow repeatable precise cutting and last forever.
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Balsa Stripper

Another Stripper 3D Dihedral Angle setting Block

Dihedral angle Template
I have a four sided 3D printed Angle template with 5 degree, 7.5, 10 and 12.5 degree angle
settings which can be used for setting wing rib angles at dihedral breaks on wings.

John O’Sulivan
(Canada)
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Extract from Model Aircraft May 1957
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Old Clarion 2004 - John Andrews
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John Andrews - Clarion 2004
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Engine Analysis: SABRE 2.50 - Aeromodeller May 1951
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Aeromodeller May 1951
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Here and There - Model Aircraft May 1951
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Model Aircraft May 1951
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone No.98 - Nick Peppiatt

Pilots
I have been asked several times recently about how I produce my pilots. I often carve them
from a soft balsa block, following Doug McHard’s article in the December 1957 edition of
AeroModeller, where he describes making a pilot for his 1/12 scale SE5a, free plans for which
were published in that issue.
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In fact, I described this process whilst going through the build of my Nesmith Cougar Peanut,
back in IIFE 10 (see NC March 2017). I generally use one of Paul Plecan’s Profile Pilots* as a
side pattern, which is cut out and stuck to the side of the block.

In the original sheets,  there are seven different profile pilots (two are repeated above), at
various scales from 5/16” to the foot to 7/8” to the foot. I proportion the width of the block
to Doug’s 1” to the foot blank, so for a 1/24 pilot, say, this would be ¾” wide. I should again
point out the error in the AM article, that the amount removed each side of the head should
be 3/8”, i.e. a quarter of the block thickness and not ¼” as stated. I cut out the blank with a
scroll saw, in my case an old Aeropiccola Vibro Saw. I think a good blank is key to a satisfactory
result. Then, I try to follow Doug’s carving and finishing procedure as best as I can. I paint the
pilots with Tamiya Acrylic, after sealing the wood.

Here are some examples of carved pilots and their models that I have made over the years: -

Tefft Contester Peanut with my representation of the pilot Al Neuntathol
(see Heard at the Hangar Doors, AeroModeller, March 1963).

Build based on Jean-Frances Frugoli’s plans published in Bill Hannan’s Models & Methods.
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1/20th scale Sablatnig SF4 triplane seaplane. Highly unlikely,
but I thought fitting a Pickelhaube to the pilot suited the character of the model.

The performance of the full size aicraft was dubious, as only one was built.
Nevertheless, Loubomir Koutny’s design , published in the AeroModeller December 1992

and kitted by Ikara makes a fine flyer.

Peanut sized Dornier Libelle, Brown A-23 CO2 motor powered, designed by Walt Mooney,
with Claude in the cockpit. Plans published in Model Builder February 1979.

Peanut Scale Ganagobie N1949 with Ron Ballou in the cockpit.
He is cut away to clear the rubber motor. Built from Peck-Polymers kit from Wind-it-up Enterprises.
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I have also made use of Dave Bank’s superb pilots, moulded, I think, from expanded
polyurethane foam, and the rather less-detailed, but still perfectly satisfactory, vac-formed
pilots that the late Lindsey Smith produced in his Small Scale Services range.

If you require a copy of Paul Plecan’s Profile Pilots, please try this link: -
l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcgroups.com%2Fforums%2Fshowatt.php%3F
attachmentid%3D12093701%26d%3D1558328190&h=AT6_EMcWhVbyjGkaV8E1xLz6ZfBiiw
GzZ-khDHu8cOQSOrFNpT-
7BlX4eLePxeA4UGBcgu18rE4s0zEPshXyvVt5J0cv1kG3h_vZThHth4Pd2g8JUSxFMFphomC2v
5WBbgAyWJdOtRNip-SmsFzx&__tn__=H-
R&c[0]=AT57LI3Bdp6y40Zj9yX8Wt0bZoKsssG586BcSzzILddBMtJdz5VyZ91X35w3HcJwS
N5g7FwfmjGgPn5DpjiWDtKPGYoTWDee586H-jvurU5r0zE1-
gqULhJTruC9lOUCR7b8S3fpiJmfcMy2c-
n8rxBLmRCZzVCJj3b5N6olLDgcrxynXOtK5pCwHaMVCz5Rn5hqlXIeW7hEPuPKRjMYg1A2-
XaF

Nick Peppiatt

Dave Banks moulded pilot in a Stevens Aero SE5a,
finished to represent one of Major Jack Savage’s sky-writing machines.

This is a three channel RC model of 14.5” wingspan, and uses Parkzone electrics.

A Lindsey Smith vac-formed pilot in a Pistachio Scale (6” fuselage length)
Lippisch Storch Xlb.

Built from Siegfried Glöckner’splans published in Bill Hannan’s Stick & Tissue Vol. 3.
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller May 1955
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Aeromodeller May 1955
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The Caproni Ca.60 - Wikipedia

The Caproni Ca.60 Transaereo, often referred to as
the Noviplano (nine-wing) or Capronissimo, was the
prototype of a large nine-wing flying boat intended to become
a 100-passenger transatlantic airliner. It featured eight
engines and three sets of triple wings.
Only one example of this aircraft, designed by Italian aviation
pioneer Gianni Caproni, was built by the Caproni company. It
was tested on Lake Maggiore in 1921: its brief maiden flight
took place on February 12 or March 2. Its second flight was
March 4; shortly after takeoff, the aircraft crashed on the water
surface and broke up upon impact. The Ca.60 was further
damaged when the wreck was towed to shore and, in spite of
Caproni's intention to rebuild the aircraft, the project was soon
abandoned because of its excessive cost. The few surviving
parts are on display at the Gianni Caproni Museum of
Aeronautics and at the Volandia aviation museum in Italy.
Development
Gianni Caproni became a famous aircraft designer and
manufacturer during the First World War; his Caproni aviation
company had major success, especially in the field of heavy
multi-engine bombers, building aircraft such as the Caproni
Ca.32, Ca.33, Ca.36 and Ca.40. The end of the conflict,
however, caused a dramatic decrease in the demand for
bombers in the Italian military. As a result, Caproni, like many
other entrepreneurs of the time, directed his attention to the
civil aviation market.
As early as 1913, Caproni, then aged 27, had said during an
interview for the Italian sports newspaper La Gazzetta dello
Sport that "aircraft with a capacity of one hundred and more
passengers" would soon become a reality. It was after the
war, however, that (besides converting some of his large
wartime bombers into airliners) Caproni began designing a
huge and ambitious passenger flying boat; he first took out a
patent on a design of this kind on February 6, 1919.
The idea of a large multi-engined flying boat designed for
carrying passengers on long-range flights was considered, at
the time, rather eccentric. Caproni thought, however, that
such an aircraft could allow faster travel to remote areas than
ground or water transport, and that investing in innovative
aerial means would be a less expensive strategy than improving traditional thoroughfares He affirmed that his large flying boat could
be used on any route, within a nation or internationally, and he considered operating it in countries with large territories and poor
transport infrastructures, such as China. Caproni believed that, to attain these objectives, rearranging wartime aircraft would not be
sufficient. On the contrary, he thought that a new generation of airliners (featuring extended range and increased payload capacity, the
latter in turn allowing a reduction in cost per passenger) had to supersede the converted leftovers from the war.
In spite of criticism from some important figures in Italian aviation, especially aerial warfare theorist Giulio Douhet, Caproni started
designing a very innovative aircraft, which he patented in 1919.
Caproni was aware of the safety problems with passenger flights, the root of Douhet's criticism. So, he concentrated on both improving
the aircraft's reliability and minimizing the damage that could be caused by possible accidents. First of all, he conceived his large
seaplane as a multi-engine aircraft featuring enough motors to allow it to keep flying even in case of the failure of one or more of them.
He also considered (but then discarded) "backup engines" that could be shut off once the cruise altitude had been reached and only
restarted in case of emergency. The seaplane configuration assured the capability of performing relatively safe and
easy emergency water landings on virtually any water surface calm and large enough. Moreover, Caproni intended to improve the
comfort of the passengers by increasing the cruise altitude, which he meant to achieve with turbochargers and variable-pitch
propellers.
(such devices could compensate for the loss of power output of the engines at high altitude)

Below, the Transaereo under construction in Sesto Calende. Gianni Caproni is sitting on the left side outrigger.
The construction of the model 3000, or Transaereo, began in the second half of 1919. The earliest reference to this event is found in
a French daily newspaper of August 10, 1919, and perhaps the first parts were built in the Caproni factory of Vizzola Ticino. In
September an air fair took place at the Caproni factory in Taliedo, not far from Milan, during which the new, ambitious project was
heavily publicized.
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Later in September, Caproni experimented with a Caproni Ca.4 seaplane to improve his calculations for the Transaereo. In 1920, the
huge hangar where most of the construction of the Transaereo was to take place was built in Sesto Calende, on the shore of Lake
Maggiore. The several parts built by Caproni's subcontractors, many of whom had already collaborated with the company during the
Great War, were assembled here.
At the end of the year, the construction yard was visited by United States Ambassador to Italy Robert Underwood Johnson, who
admired Caproni's exceptional aircraft. The press affirmed that the aircraft would be able to begin test flights in January 1921, and
added that, were the tests successful, Italy would swiftly gain international supremacy in the field of civil aerial transport.
On January 10, 1921, the forward engines and nacelles were tested, and no dangerous vibrations were recorded. On January 12 two
of the aft engines were also successfully tested. On the fifteenth, Caproni forwarded his request for permission to undertake test flights
to the Inspector General of Aeronautics, General Omodeo De Siebert.
Design.
The Transaereo was a large flying boat, whose main hull, which contained the cabin, hung below three sets of wings in tandem, each
composed of three superimposed aerodynamic surfaces: one set was located fore of the hull, one aft and one in the center (a little
lower than the other two). The wingspan of each of the nine wings was 30 m (98 ft 5 in), and the total wing area was
750.00 m2 (8073 ft2); the fuselage was 23.45 m (77 ft) long and the whole structure, from the bottom of the hull to the top of the wings,
was 9.15 m (30 ft) high.[11] The empty weight was 14,000 kg (30,865 lb) and the maximum takeoff weight was 26,000 kg (57,320 lb).

Above a Scale model of the Transaereo, at the Volandia museum. Note the central push-pull nacelle, with pull-only nacelles on either
side, and the open cockpits for pilots (on top of the main cabin) and flight engineer (in the central nacelle)
Lifting and control surfaces
Each set of three wings was obtained by the direct reuse of the lifting surfaces of the triplane bomber Caproni Ca.4; after the end of
the war several aircraft of this type were cannibalized in order to build the Transaereo.
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The flight control system was composed of ailerons (fitted on each single wing) and rudders, even if the aircraft didn't have a tail
assembly in the traditional sense and, in particular, didn't have a horizontal stabilizer. Roll (the aircraft's rotation about the longitudinal
axis) was controlled in a completely conventional way by the differential action of port and starboard ailerons; pitch (the aircraft's
rotation about the transverse axis) was controlled by the differential action of fore and aft ailerons, since the aircraft didn't
have elevators; four articulated vertical surfaces located between the wings of the aftmost wing set acted as vertical stabilizers and
rudders controlling the yaw (the aircraft's rotation about the vertical axis).] Wings had a positive dihedral angle, which contributed to
stabilizing the aircraft on the roll axis; Caproni also expected the Transaereo to be very stable on the pitch axis because of the tandem-
triplane configuration, for the aft wing set was supposed to act as a very big and efficient stabilizer; he said that the huge aircraft could
"be flown with just one hand on the controls." Caproni had patented this particular control system on September 25, 1918.

Propulsion
Only one of the eight Liberty L-12 engines of the Transeaereo survives, shown here on display at the Caproni Museum.
The aircraft was powered by eight Liberty L-12 V12 engines built in the United States. Capable of producing 400 hp (294 kW) each,
they were the most powerful engines produced during the First World War.
They were arranged in two groups of four engines each: One group at the foremost wing set, and one at the aftmost wing set. Each
group featured a central nacelle, containing two engines in a push-pull configuration, all with four-blade propellers. To either side were
single-engine nacelles, with two-blade propellers. In the forward engine group, these were pulling, while in the aft engine group, they
were pushing.
All nacelles had radiators for the cooling liquid. Each of the two fore side engines was connected to the central wing set and to the
corresponding aft engine thanks to a truss boom with a triangular section.
The two central nacelles also housed an open-air cockpit, for one flight engineer each, who controlled the power output of the engines
in response to the orders given by the pilots via means of a complex system of lights and indicators located on electrical panels.

A Transaereo engine control panel, on display at the Caproni Museum.
Switches and lights communicated orders from pilots to flight engineers.

The fuel tanks were located in the cabin roof, close to the central wing set. Fuel reached the engines thanks to wind-driven fuel pumps.
Hulls
The main fuselage ran the entire length of the plane, below most of the wing structure. The passenger cabin was enclosed, and
featured wide panoramic windows. Travelers were meant to sit in pairs on wooden benches that faced each other—two facing forward
and two backwards. It featured a lavatory at the rear end of the fuselage.
An open-air cockpit was positioned above and slightly behind the forward windows. It accommodated a pilot in command and a co-
pilot side-by-side. Its floor was raised above the passenger cabin floor, so that the shoulders and heads of the pilots protruded through
the roof. The flight deck could be reached from inside the fuselage by a ladder.
Besides the main hull, the aircraft was fitted with two side floats located under the central wing set, acting as outriggers which stabilized
the aircraft during static floating, takeoff and landing. Caproni had Alessandro Guidoni, one of the most important seaplane designers



25

of the time, create the hull and floats, the hydrodynamic surfaces that connected them and the two small hydrofoils located close to
the nose of the aircraft: Guidoni designed new and innovative floats for the Transaereo to reduce dimensions and weight.
Test flights
The Transaereo was taken out of its hangar for the first time on January 20, 1921, and on that day it was extensively photographed.
On January 21, the aircraft was scheduled to be put in the water for the first time, and a cameraman had been hired to shoot some
sequences of the aircraft floating on the lake. Because of the low level of the lake and of some difficulties related to the slipway that
connected the hangar with the surface of the lake, the flying boat could not reach the water. After receiving De Siebert's authorization,
the slipway was lengthened on January 24, and then again on 28. Operations were carried on among problems and obstacles until
February 6, when Caproni was informed that 30 wing ribs had broken and needed to be repaired before the beginning of test flights.
He was infuriated, and kept his employees awake through the night to allow the tests to begin on February 7. The ribs were fixed, but
then a starter was found broken, further exacerbating Caproni's frustration. As a result the tests had to be postponed again.
On February 9, finally, the Transaereo was put in the water its engines running smoothly and it started taxiing on the surface of the
lake. The pilot was Federico Semprini, a former military flight instructor who was known for having once looped a Caproni Ca.3 heavy
bomber. He would be the test pilot in all the subsequent trials of the Transaereo; no tests were going to be performed with more than
one pilot on board.

The Transaereo on Lake Maggiore.
Always keeping on the water surface, the aircraft made some turns, then accelerated simulating a takeoff run, then made other
maneuvers in front of Gianni Caproni and other important representatives of the Italian aviation in the 1920s: Giulio
Macchi and Alessandro Tonini of Nieuport-Macchi, Raffaele Conflenti of SIAI. The tests were soon interrupted by the worsening of the
weather conditions, but their outcome was positive. The aircraft had proved responsive to the controls, maneuverable and stable; it
seemed to be too light towards the bow and at the end of the day some water was found to have leaked inside the fuselage, but
Caproni was satisfied.

A period scale model of the Transaereo, on display at the Gianni Caproni Museum of Aeronautics. The position of the left outrigger is
clearly visible, as well as the shape of the fore part of the hull.
On the next day, after reconsidering some of his calculations, Caproni decided to load the bow of the Transaereo with ballast before
carrying out further tests, in order to keep the aircraft from pitching up excessively.
More taxiing tests were successfully carried out on February 11. On February 12 or March 2, 1921, the bow of the aircraft loaded with
300 kg (660 lb) of ballast, the Transaereo reached the speed of 80 km/h (43 kn; 50 mph) and took off for the first time. During the brief
flight it proved stable and maneuverable, in spite of a persisting tendency to climb.
The second flight took place on March 4. Semprini (according to what he later recalled) accelerated the aircraft to 100 or 110 km/h
(54–59 kn, 62–68 mph), pulling the yoke toward himself; suddenly the Transaereo took off and started climbing in a sharp nose-up
attitude; the pilot reduced the throttle, but then the aircraft's tail started falling and the aircraft lost altitude, out of control. The tail soon
hit the water and was rapidly followed by the nose of the aircraft, which slammed into the surface, breaking the fore part of the hull.
The fore wing set collapsed in the water together with the nose of the aircraft, while the central and the aft wing sets, together with the
tail of the aircraft, kept floating. The pilot and the flight engineers escaped the wreck unscathed.
The wreck of the Transaereo is towed to shore after the accident, on March 4, 1921. The boat may be the same that interfered with
the aircraft's takeoff, possibly causing it to crash.
Caproni, coming from Vizzola Ticino by automobile, was delayed, and only arrived on the shore of Lake Maggiore after the Transaereo
had crashed. He later commented, "So the fruit of years of work, an aircraft that was to form the basis of future aviation, a ll is lost in a
moment. But one must not be shocked if one wants to progress. The path of progress is strewn with suffering."
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At the time, the accident was blamed on two concurrent causes. First, the wake of a steamboat that was navigating on the lake close
to the area where the Transaereo was accelerating was thought to have interfered with the takeoff. Second, test pilot Semprini was
blamed for having kept pulling the yoke trying to gain altitude while he should have performed corrective maneuvers, for example
lowering the nose to let the huge aircraft gain speed. Another theory suggests the aforementioned boat was a ferry loaded with
passengers and Semprini (who was only performing some taxiing trials, for he did not mean to take off before Caproni's arrival on the
spot) was suddenly compelled to take off, in spite of the insufficient speed, to avoid a collision. According to more recent theories, the
cause of the accident was probably the sandbags that had been placed in the aircraft to simulate the weight of passengers: not having
been fastened to the seats, they may have slid to the back of the fuselage when, upon takeoff, the Transaereo suddenly pitched up.
With the tail burdened by this additional load and a shift in the center of gravity, the aircraft became uncontrollable and the nose lifted
more and more, until the Transaereo stalled and violently hit the water tail first.

The surviving fragments of the outriggers and of the lower front section of the main hull, on display at the Gianni Caproni Museum of
Aeronautics.More surviving fragments (a section of one of the truss-booms and one of the hydrofoils) are on display at Volandia.
Because the photographer was on board the same car as Caproni, no photos exist of the takeoff, flight or crash, but many were shot
of the wreck.
The flying boat had sustained heavy damage in the crash, but the rear two-thirds of the fuselage and the central and aft wing sets were
almost intact. However, the Transaereo had to be towed to shore. The crossing of the lake, performed thanks to a boat that may have
been the same that had interfered with the takeoff, further damaged the aircraft: a considerable quantity of water leaked in the hull and
the fuselage was partly submerged, while the central and aft wing sets got damaged and partly collapsed in the water.
The possibility of repairing the Transaereo was remote. After the accident, only the metallic parts and the engines were still usable.
Almost all wooden parts would have to be rebuilt. The cost of the repairs, according to Caproni's own estimate, would be one-third of
the total cost of building the prototype, but he doubted the company's resources would be sufficient to sustain such a financial effort.
After initial discouragement, however, on March 6 Caproni was already considering design modifications to carry on the project of a
100-passenger transatlantic flying boat. He was sure that the Transaereo was a promising machine, and decided to build a 1/4 scale
model to keep on testing the concept. After discussing with De Siebert and Ivanoe Bonomi (who had been the Ministry of War until
shortly before), Caproni was convinced he could build a 1/3 scale model and Bonomi promised that, had he won the elections, his
cabinet would grant him all the financial support he needed. However, even though Bonomi actually became Prime Minister in July,
more urgent political priorities ultimately caused the project of the Transaereo to be abandoned. Although it was not successful, the
Caproni Ca.60 is considered "one of the most extraordinary aircraft ever built."

Wikipedia



27

Flashing Beacon - Martin Pike

I came across this device add, thought it might be of interest.
Anyone know anything about it?

Martin Pike
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A Dip Into My Picture Archive - John Andrews

BMFA Nationals Barkston Heath 2014

BMFA Nationals 2014 - Bill Longley’s Van Full of Power Models
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BMFA Nationals 2014 - Myself & Martin Pike’s Base Camp

BMFA Nationals 2014 - I Assemble the 39 Korda, Martin’s Interest is Elsewhere.

BMFA Nationals 2014 - I trim my Spenser Willis Tailless ‘Mazee II’.
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BMFA Nationals 2014 - Kathy Wingate mans SAM35 Control

BMFA Nationals 2014 - SAM35 8oz Wakefield Winner, Mike Sanderson

BMFA Nationals 2014 - SAM35 4oz Wakefield Winner, Tony Rushby

Barkston Nationals 2014
Peter Jackson

and his
Wakefield
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Barkston Nationals 2014 - Reg Biddlecombe piles the turns on his ‘KK Contester’

Barkston Nationals 2014 - I pile the turns on my old ‘Hep-cat’

Rachel returns to base on the old folding
recovery Bicycle having found my very
old ‘Black & yellow’ job, as it’s always
referred to.
Must have flown it in Open Rubber I
assume.
It was my first own designed model when
I returned to Free-Flight modelling and
was flown in my first competition
The Hep-cat would have been flown in
vintage.

John Andrews
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Canard-Air - Ray Malmstrom

From the book 60 years of IVCMAC courtesy Chris Strachan
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The Croydon Cagnarata & 1066 - Paula Butler

The Croydon Cagnarata & 1066 event - Monday 6th.April on Salisbury Plain

Hi John
Ray and I were up on area 8 in a brisk South Easterly wind which seemed to just get stronger
as the day went on but despite that it was a good day out. Attendance was low with 11all up of
whom 8 flew. Paula Butler has become our event reporter so her write up follows below and
I’ve attached her photos which are also listed below. - Tony Shepherd.

Paula reports,
We arrived to an absolutely beautiful day at Salisbury Plain's Area 8. As we were early we
met up with Ray Elliott putting out the event signs and Tony Shepherd herding Cows back into
their area, and repositioning the electric fence, without getting electrocuted. Everyone had
no problems getting onto or off of the Plain, especially with the entrance works from the
road. The day was beautiful and sunny but had more wind than originally forecast. The wind
gradually became stronger throughout the day from 8 mph to 16+ mph, with no real lulls. A
number of contestants arrived but in truth we could have done with a few more, but this could
have been due to the wind. Due to the conditions some retrievals also became quite long but
no one reported any lost models.

Paul Masterman should have won the prize for the longest flight of a model box, it took off
easily in a gust of wind to about 5 feet high and emptied its contents onto Area 8, all of which
were retrieved. Around this time Martin Dilly arrived with rather a lot of smoke and a strong
burning smell coming from his car, with no one really sure of the cause but he managed to leave
OK.

On the day people flew Coupes, Vintage Coupes, Mini Vintage, Glider, and P30, with varying
levels of success.

In general everyone had a good day and our thanks to Tony Shepherd and Ray Elliott for running
the event, oh and Ray's Hot Cross Buns that he gave to us all, and the prizes for the various
classes.

Roy Vaughn plus F1G: trying to
pick the air for one of his three
maxes. There was good air to
be had but not easy to pick.
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Paul Masterman launches his Gollywok
last flown in the USA quite a few years
ago. A couple of seconds later it piled
in – only the wing and tail survived.

Tony Shepherd launches PAW55 powered Le Timide
for one of his two maxes which were sufficient for first
place in the SAM 1066 mini-vintage class with Dave
Cox coming second with a glider

Chris Redrup launching F1G
in Croydon Cagnarata. He
tied with Roy Vaughn for first
place.

Tony’s Le Timide at landing point after second 2-minute
max, a mile away from the launch point – it was windy!!

Paula Butler
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Croydon Cagnarata & 1066 meeting – Results - Ray Elliott

Croydon Cagnarata Rubber
Scores with k factors

1st = Chris Redrup P30 270 x(5/3) 450
1st = Roy Vaughn F1G 360 x(5/4) 450
3rd. Luke Pritchard. P30 269 x {5/3) 448
4th. Chris Redrup. F1G 304 x (5/4) 380
DNF Wayne Butler
DNF Paul Masterman.

SAM1066 Vintage / Classic / A1 Glider
1st. Dave Etherton. Vintage 6.00
2nd. Dave Cox. Classic 5.06.

SAM1066 Mini Vintage Glider / Power
1st. Tony Shepherd Power. 4.00
2nd. Dave Cox. Glider 1.18

No entries in SAM1066 Vintage / Classic Power / SLOP

Ray Elliott

2nd. Area Salisbury Plain - Paula Butler

Second Area 22nd March 2026 - Salisbury Plain

We arrived onto Salisbury Plain to a bright sunny but chilly morning, my goodness it was good
for us to be back on Area 8 after what seemed to be a long winter with no flying as this was
our first competition of 2026.

Healthy flight line: One end of the flight line.
Several flyers from the Midlands headed south to Salisbury Plain
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The conditions seemed perfect upon arrival, with no wind which was amazing and a convoy of
cars all following each other up to the field.
As people began to set up for the day's flying events the line of cars continually grew
throughout the morning including all the regular southern based flyers plus others that had
travelled down from the midlands which was nice and there were also some general sport flyers
in attendance.
It was nice to see the sport flyers having some nice flights with the sounds of burbling diesel
engines in the background.
On the competition side there were a number of F1J and F1C flyers going for Plugge points
along with Combined Electric and E36 which had a number of flyers.    Combined Glider also
seemed to be well attended along with some Classic and Vintage models also being flown.
During the morning there was very little wind with some scattered lift, but very little drift so
none of the models needed long retrievals.    At around lunchtime the cloud increased along
with the wind affecting the amount of lift that seemed to be available.
We believe that a number of flyers made the fly offs but due to other commitments were
unable to stay for those fly offs. (it was decentralised comp) So we cannot confirm any
results.
In general, everyone seemed to have a good day with whatever class they had flown in, Area 8
itself was really good with low grass height and not very much in the way of mud.  The other
good news was that entry to the site was being refurbished in some degree which can only be
better for us flyers in attendance.

Tony Shepherd found time for a bit of sport flying with his Mills 1.3 powered Plecan Hepcat.

Luke Pritchard with his recently completed SLOP deep in conversation with Chris Redrup
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Alan Jack’s flapper F1C.

Tony Shepherd heads out
with his highly consistent electrified Dave Clarkson design for another max

“Its up there somewhere!”
Luke Pritchard timing for Chris Redup in one of several classes he flew on the day
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Peter Watson taking a break from flying high powered IC and electric to launch a clubmate’s glider

No matter how hard you try the boot always ends up in a mess

Peter Watson times for Alan Jack
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Luke Pritchard reached his first ever fly-off with his F1B

Peter Carter and Trever Hahner took advantage of the very benign conditions
for a great day’s sport flying. Peter’s Pacemaker lumbered around the sky beautifully.

Chris Redrup launching to a max in Combined Electric
but off-trim flight in fly-off dropped him down the scoresheet

PaulaButler
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Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes from North Wales May 2026

Last month yielded a very good read which inevitably gave rise to a few reminisces. Nice to see
the note from John O'Sullivan, particularly regarding the Pongo, as I built three in the latter
part of 2010 – one for me & two for grandsons. These were flown with great enthusiasm in our
local playing field with basic plastic props & not too much rubber. All survived for several years
– nice little models that provided much fun & exercise, inclusive of fuse dt!

I wonder if John's two Coventry friends were members of the Coventry Club when Ron Draper
won the World Power Champs at Cranfield in 1956, flying his Crescendo? One of those indelible
images that stay in the head for ever, as I was there & watching his winning fly-off flight,
against Dave Posner & his Dream Weaver plus Silvo Lanfranchi proxy flying (I think) a Lucky
Lindy.
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Another little blast from the past when I read the piece by Richard Crompton about the
Hawker Hunter episode, as it reminded me that there was a Hunter cockpit on exhibit at the
Hovercraft Museum in Lee on the Solent when I was a volunteer there. That too had a bit of
a chequered history, as follows:

Narrative:
Built as an F.4 and first flown on 3rd August 1955, WV381 served with 222(F) Squadron and
the FWS before being bought back by Hawkers, converted to GA.11 and re-delivered to the
FAA
It then served with 764 NAS. On 1st November 1972 while taking off from RNAS Lee-on-
Solent having visited there for the fitting of a Harley light to the nose, the pilot (Flt Lt Mike
Sharp RN) aborted his take-off (due to an instrument malfunction) and then ejected when he
realised he was going to overrun the runway end - the aircraft went through the fence, over a
road and beach and ended up in the sea.
The pilot thankfully survived despite the seat being used out of its guaranteed performance
envelope.  The airframe was recovered from the sea two days later but her flying days were
over and she ended up with the UKAEA Lightning Studies Unit at Culham (as a fuselage only),
being used to study the effects of lightning strikes on aircraft and suffered further as a
result.
On 10 June 2007, WV381 was disposed of by the UKAEA at Culham and sold off. Her new
owner, David Webb, removed the nose from the remainder of the fuselage and has spent 30
months restoring it with the help of a small team of helpers.
The nose section is now on permanent loan with the Hovercraft Museum at Lee-on-the-Solent,
Hampshire. The Museum is on the site of what was HMS Daedalus, the Fleet Air Arm station
it made its last flight from.
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Footnote: The nose section is mounted on a trailer such that it can be easily towed round as a “mobile” exhibit!

The final reminisce is that of John Leach of Civy Boy fame, who flew a Civy Boy 74 at Middle
Wallop for several years with great aplomb & a rocket like like climb, as it had a very potent
McCoy 61 up front. Then off John would go for a leisurely retrieve on his electric bike. The
Civy Boy design, of course, originated in the USA & produced several variations of model size
(span) – most of which are in our plan library.
The following note is part of the BJMR kit advert for their E36 version.
The original 74″ Civy Boy was designed by Paul Gilliam and published in the October 1949 issue
of Model Airplane News; becoming one of the most dominate Free Flight designs of the 1950’s.
Paul’s original intention was for a model to compete against the Goldberg Sailplane. The long
tail moment and relatively large stab was intended to move the CG aft eliminating the need for
massive nose weight. Subsequently it was built in wingspans of 24, 31, 36, 51, 57, 61, 64 and 84,
making it one of the most copied designs of all time. The name Civy Boy was chosen because it
was the FF model designed by Paul after discharge from the Army.
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Yours for a mere $78 plus p & p!
The aforementioned Goldberg Sailplane was apparently the model to beat. It was also an
extremely elegant design & one of David Baker's all time favourites.

It was designed by Carl Goldberg when he worked for Comet & was kitted by that Company.

On a quite separate topic – that of engines. For reasons I can't remember about a recent
search for (probably) a quite obscure reason, I came across an advert for the Aero 35 glow
motor – yet another product from the USA from the early 1960s. It had a short life – about a
year on sale – apparently well made but relative to comparable conventional glow motors, it was
over priced, over weight, over hyped & under powered but quite a feat of model engineering.
It got pretty good reviews from Peter Chinn & Ron Warring here in the UK (I do wonder why
with all those basic flaws in concept & implementation) but certainly didn't appear to result in
sales of any significance.

An example was listed as sold at a fairly recent Gildings Auction (2025) for £270, is that a
bargain? Suppose it depends if one is a collector or not. Performance Kits were (I believe)
listed as the British agents.

I wonder if any of our readers had any hands on experience to share?
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On a somewhat low key note, progress on the latest project of my radio assist Simplex 60 is
proceeding at an exceedingly slow pace, not helped by the only building board I have wasn't
wide enough for wing construction. This necessitated a visit to the local B & Q to get a lump of
mdf sheet that needed cutting to a reasonable size to fit the workbench, then to discover that
they no longer sold cork tiles – a required addition to be glued to the board as pins don't go
into mdf! On-line ordering eventually sorted this out but then other activities took precedence
– net result for the month is not a lot done. Furthermore, friendly advice is that the nose
should be reshaped (elongated) to part compensate for a lightish electric motor & battery etc.
otherwise there will be a very large lump of lead mounted on the front bulkhead, as modern
electric motors weighs much less than a 10cc spark ignition engine - not really desirable & the
plan I've got still assumes a 10cc sparky! But then it removes the Simplex look? Still I guess
perseverance & not so good distant vision eye sight should win in the end – maybe?
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The other significant
complication factor regarding
available time is that of the
garden & a new greenhouse,
with all the consequent effort
involved in clearing a suitable
site, getting it constructed &
proceeding to start filling it
with stuff to grow – but the
whole project is also very
therapeutic.

Roger Newman

Secretary’s Notes for May 2026 - Ray Elliott

The outdoor free flight competition season is now well underway. By the time you read this
we’ll have had three Area meetings, the Northern Gala, the Croydon/SAM1066 Gala and the
Classique de Brum. The first Area meeting and the Northern Gala were very windy, whilst the
Classique de Brum, as far as I can tell from the Met Office weather records, was nearly as
bad. The Buckminster Spring Gala had to be cancelled because of the weather. On the positive
side the second Area meeting was blessed with nigh on perfect conditions whilst the
Croydon/SAM1066 comp was a bit breezy. As I write this the forecast for the 3rd Area
meeting is looking pretty good, so fingers crossed.
Many thanks to Paula Butler for the report on the Croydon/SAM comp. I only had to worry
about collating the results.

Early notification of the next Croydon/SAM1066 day
to be held on the 10th or 11th October on Salisbury Plain.
Events will include Coupe Europa and Vintage/Classic classes.

In the meantime  there are a number of ‘privateer’ comps to whet your appetite:

 Oxford MFC will be running a Duration comp on Saturday 16th May at Port Meadow;
 Martin Pike will be running May Welsh over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend;
 Chris Redrup will be running  the Crookham Gala  on the 11th or 12th July
 and the Southern Rally on the 2nd August.

Later in the year,

 on the 12th September, there will be another Oxford MFC Duration comp,
 on the 28th or 29th November, Birmingham Coupe.

Full details of the May Oxford comp, May Welsh, Crookham Gala and Southern Rally are
included herein together with a list of all comps including those run by the FFTC.

It’s a pity that the May Welsh clashes with the London Gala as otherwise I would have been
tempted to go and make a holiday of it. Maybe next year.

Ray Elliott
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Plans for month - Roger Newman

Power: The Wyvern – diminutive (over-powered?) sports model from Aeromodeller June 1951

Glider: Windrush – another 1951 design, semi-scale A2 from August Aeromodeller
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Rubber:Taylorcraft large rubber design from Comet, shades of days at Middle Wallop

Roger Newman

Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


