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The Flying Flea (French: Pou du Ciel, lit. Di­³±£=­¤=²¦£=p©·DF=§±a
large family of light homebuilt aircraft first flown in 1933.
The odd name comes from the French nickname for the Ford
Model T automobile: Pou de la Route, or "Louse of the Road",
because Henry Ford’s economy car was so common. Henri
Mignet dreamed of creating a Model T of the air, an airplane for
the common man, hence the term Pou du Ciel. In English, the term
became Flying Flea. Originally applied only to the HM.14 model,
the name has now come to describe the family of aircraft of similar
configuration designed by Mignet and others.
Development
q¦£= cª·§¬¥= cª£~¤~«§ª·= ­¤= ~§°¡°~¤²= µ~±= ¢£±§¥¬£¢
by Frenchman Henri Mignet.
Between 1920 and 1928, Mignet built various prototypes from the
HM.1 to the HM.8, a monoplane that was the first of his designs
that really flew. Instructions for building the HM.8 Avionnette were
published by Mignet in a self-published book� he hand wrote the
text and drawings, created photographic plates and printed and
bound the books himself� but Mignet was still not satisfied. In
particular, he felt that he was not himself a very good pilot and did
not like the challenge of coordinating the stick and rudder on a
conventional aircraft. He yearned for a simpler solution. Between
1929 and 1933, he continued building prototypes, and testing them
in a large field near Soissons. The result of this experimentation
with many odd and innovative configurations was the HM.14.
HM.14
In 1933, Mignet successfully flew for the first time in his HM.14, the original flying flea, and publicly
demonstrated it. In 1934, he published the plans and building instructions in his book Le Sport de l'Air. In 1935,
it was translated into English in Britain and serialized in Practical Mechanics in the USA, prompting hundreds
of people around the world to build their own Flying Fleas.
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It�s lunchtime at Martin Hearn�s at Hooton on August 1938 and the lads are flying their model aircraft.
Theyare, Left to right: Forrester �Tiddler� Lindsley, Goerge Atkinson, Maurice Mason, and Bill Williams.

�Eddie� Riding - by D.A.Russell
It is with great regret that we refer to the death, in a flying accident on Good Friday last, of Mr. E, J. Riding, chief draftsman and
photographer to theAEROMODELLER

Mr. Riding first became associated with our organization in 1940, when we commenced thepublication of a series of articles on
flying scale models, whilst in the latter part of that year he contributed a number of plans for the first Volume of the " Aircraft of the
Fighting Bowers" series.

Throughout^ the last war, Mr. Riding was in the Aircraft Inspectorate of the Air Ministry, and on release atthe end of the war he
joined us full time.

His knowledgewasencyclopaedic. Since boyhood he had taken awide interest in aircraft, and during the past 20 years had compiled
what is probably themost comprehensive range of photographs and data in connection with full-sized aircraft,

In the aeromodelling world he achieved a much respected reputation, both for construction and layout of design, of a number of
very popular flying scale models,

As aphotographer, his ability enabled hire to produce some of the finest air-to-air shots of full-sized aircraft, and at the same time
to photograph for the organization at Eaton Bray all kinds of model aircraft,etc.

As a man, he was liked by all for hisintegrity, even-tempered and devotion to all that was good and high-class inflying, whether
full-sized or model.
It was in the course of his duties as chief photographer to our organisation that he met his death, together with the pilot of the aircraft,
Stanley Orion Bradshaw, and another passenger, Mr. N. C. Stoneham. His tragic death at the age of 34 will be mourned, not onlyby
his widow and three young children, not only by us at Eaton Bray, but by the many friends he had made both personally and byway
of correspondence, throughout the aeromodelling movement

For myself, I would only add that he was my closest friendand his passing has robbed me of theloyal support of one I had come
to know so intimately and respect so whole-heartedly in the course ofmy 10 years* association with him.- D.A.R.
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