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Editorial

Amalgamation Report

The second face to face meeting between committee members of Sam35 & SAM1066 took
place on May 3rd. It was a fruitful meeting and there is full agreement that our two Societies
should merge. There will be a new Society formed, ‘SAM UK’, and our two existing bodies will
be wound up. There is a basic structure agreed, together with  officers who are willing to serve
on the committee. It is hoped to form the new Society with effect from 1St.January 2027.

All this, of course, is subject to approval by memberships of our two societies.

Right, what have I cobbled together for you this issue:

 First up is Gavin Manion’s report on the Birmingham Classic, an evil flying day with only
9 bodies on the field and that included the organisers. Wind 15mph gusting to 30mph
wrought carnage to the three glider fliers. One E36 power flier, Dave Ginns completed
three flights.

 Pylonius in 1957, for once seemed to be scratching for content, he had a go at bad
language and records.

 I’ve dug up yet another of my old Clarion reports from 2004, this time my efforts at
the FF Nationals.

 Martin Pike reports on his visit to Switzerland together with a few pictures.
 1951 Model Aircraft ’Here and There’ reports that there was a large increase in

competition entries, a total of over 1,200 in the first five comps of the year.
Competition secretaries however are roundly criticized for shoddy event reporting to
the S.M.A.E.

 Having seen the add. for the AERO35 engine in Rogers article last issue, I ferreted out
the Aermodeller test report on the engine. How the swivelling little end of the ?conrod
works defeats me.

 I picked out the ‘Flying Flea’ for my full-size investigation this issue. A homebuilt French
design which was actually a little unstable. There were a number of fatalities, so many
in fact that flying them was barred at one stage.

 Roger Newman has penned a piece on ‘Hooton Hangars’ and their museum, which
incidentally includes a ‘Flying Flea’.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors of 1955 tells of the patronage of Duke of Edinburgh, the
international R/C meeting and pictures of stamps of aeronautical flavour.

 Nick Peppiatt reports on the Indoor Scale Nationals, with his usual plethora of pictures.
This is Nicks 99th report, looking forward to the century one, well done Nick.

 I abstracted the contest results from the BMFA Website, noting that Nick had
triumphed in the Air Race.

 Reproduced is page from a 1933 Model Engineering magazine Martin Pike found
highlighting the S.M.A.E.

 Roger Newman, in his Notes from North Wales, picks up a small engined, all sheet sports
power model. Looks pretty nifty to me. Also reports on ‘JR Airsail’ model co in New
Zealand

 Our secretary’s notes for June 2026 wrap up this epistle to the aeromodelling afflicted.
It’s a pity the affliction appears to be fading.

 The final offering is the usual three ‘plans for the month’ from Roger Newman

Editor
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Birmingham Classic - Gavin Manion

4th Birmingham Classic,
Saturday 11th April, North Luffenham.

It had become clear from unsolicited comments and the dire history of
postponed/cancelled "Birmingham Brand" events in the Autumn of last year that we
(Stu Darmon and I) were becoming too risk averse. On our reflection this had
undoubtedly resulted in flyable days being lost when the weather was better than had
been forecast.

That said the forecast for this April weekend was unfortunately correct on all counts
and the chosen Saturday bought a chilly morning of rain which petered out before lunch
as the wind picked up. The average wind speed was ~15mph as determined by
anemometer with gusts of ~30mph at times.

Clearly the forecast (and maybe diesel at £1.90 per litre) caused very many people not
to travel and the attendance was the worst for a Classic by a very long way.

Of the four brave souls who entered Dave Ginns put up a fine show flying E36
completing all three required flights for a total of 287s. Dave RDT'd flights to avoid
overlong retrieves, the distance (GPS) and times confirmed the 15mph average wind
speed and all his flights were well inside the airfield.

Glider flying was a different matter and Mikes Edwards and Chapman together with
Paul McMahon had a torrid time. Three flights resulted in three broken models and the
end of glider flying for the day. The total for those three flights was 57s and I'll draw
a veil over individual scores.

No one who flew complained and I'd like to record my thanks for their good natured
participation.

So that was it, the nine of us who were on the field all chatted happily,  Stu and Kris
bought some much appreciated snacks and by 2.30 everyone agreed it was time to go.
By the end it was almost clear blue skies but still cool and blustery. It was little
consolation that the Sunday was even windier.

To put the day into perspective, at the last Classic in 2024 there were 36 entries
across the classes from an attendance of maybe 24...but it was a perfect flying day.

Will there be a Birmingham Classic next year? you bet. Should we be more risk averse?
Maybe you should tell us.

Gavin Manion
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Extract from June 1957

Model Aircraft June 1957
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Old Clarion 2004 - John Andrews
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John Andrews, Old Clarion 2004
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Model flying in Switzerland - Martin Pike

YouTube has many puerile items, but among the dross are both useful and informative videos.
A selection: Mark Robinson (@MarkRobinson555) has many videos on building and flying power
models. Joshua Finn (@joshuawfin) covers both indoor and outdoor free flight and Tom Hallman
(@maxfliart) has both building and flying videos.

Some time ago, my attention was drawn to @rubberfly as the content is based in Switzerland.
I contacted the author - Andreas Koch - and arranged to meet up with him when I was next in
Switzerland (my mother lives there). The meeting went well, we both have an interest in
promoting free flight, and we later flew models together. This year I noticed from
his https://gummimotor.ch/ website that their Swiss Rubber Twister’s Spring Meeting could
be made to coincide with a visit to see my mother.

The meeting on 3rd.April.2026 was held on a new site for this group, but which turned out to
be ideal. Flugplatz Sitterdorf is a small airfield in the east of Switzerland, with a tarmac
taxiways and a mown grass strip, beyond which are bare fields. The airfield was exclusively
available for model flying because local noise restrictions prevent full-size flying on a few days
a year. The airport has a restaurant catering for up to 250 people, as they also have a karting
track and adventure playground.

Further details of the meeting are to be published in Aeromodeller, but in short it was an
excellent opportunity to fly and to meet up with fellow modellers. There was a Jimmie Allen
rise off table competition - the Spartan Bomber I bought in Old Warden several years ago put
up some great hand-launched flights. However, it would only flop off the launching table,
scoring no points. Maybe I will build a JA Parasol for next time.

Andreas has also arranged to join us for May Welsh this year, hurrah for pan-European model
flying.
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Martin Pike
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Here and There - Model Aircraft June 1951
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Model Aircraft June 1951
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Engine Analysis: Aero 35 - Aeromodeller December 1963
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Aeromodeller December 1963
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The Flying Flea - Wikipedia

Mignet Pou-du-Ciel

The Flying Flea (French: Pou du Ciel, lit. 'Louse of the Sky') is a
large family of light homebuilt aircraft first flown in 1933.
The odd name comes from the French nickname for the Ford
Model T automobile: Pou de la Route, or "Louse of the Road",
because Henry Ford's economy car was so common. Henri
Mignet dreamed of creating a Model T of the air, an airplane for
the common man, hence the term Pou du Ciel. In English, the term
became Flying Flea. Originally applied only to the HM.14 model,
the name has now come to describe the family of aircraft of similar
configuration designed by Mignet and others.
Development
The Flying Flea family of aircraft was designed
by Frenchman Henri Mignet.
Between 1920 and 1928, Mignet built various prototypes from the
HM.1 to the HM.8, a monoplane that was the first of his designs
that really flew. Instructions for building the HM.8 Avionnette were
published by Mignet in a self-published book—he hand wrote the
text and drawings, created photographic plates and printed and
bound the books himself—but Mignet was still not satisfied. In
particular, he felt that he was not himself a very good pilot and did
not like the challenge of coordinating the stick and rudder on a
conventional aircraft. He yearned for a simpler solution. Between
1929 and 1933, he continued building prototypes, and testing them
in a large field near Soissons. The result of this experimentation
with many odd and innovative configurations was the HM.14.
HM.14
In 1933, Mignet successfully flew for the first time in his HM.14, the original flying flea, and publicly
demonstrated it. In 1934, he published the plans and building instructions in his book Le Sport de l'Air. In 1935,
it was translated into English in Britain and serialized in Practical Mechanics in the USA, prompting hundreds
of people around the world to build their own Flying Fleas.
Mignet's original HM.14 prototype aircraft was powered by a 17 hp (13 kW) Aubier-Dunne 500 cc two
stroke motorcycle engine. It had a wingspan of 19.5 feet (5.9 m), a length of 11.5 feet (3.5 m) and a
gross weight of 450 lb (204 kg). It had a usable speed range of 25–62 mph (40–100 km/h).
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In the UK in 1935 and 1936, many aerodynamic and engine developments took place, notably by Stephen
Appleby, John Carden and L.E. Baynes.
Despite the initial popularity of the design, thanks in no small part to the passionate enthusiasm of
Mignet himself, the original HM.14 revealed design flaws that could lead to an unrecoverable and often
fatal dive under certain conditions; when the front wing was put in a high attack angle for climbing, the
high-speed flow of air deflected by the front wing went to the rear wing upper surface, greatly
increasing the rear wing's lift, and putting the nose down, the instinctive reaction of pilot being pulling
even more the stick, this worsened the situation, as the way to go out of this 'vicious circle' was reducing
the front wing incidence, as to command a nose down descent.
Also some homebuilders attempted to simplify construction by modifying components such as the wings
tips curving up, resulting in extremely dangerous airplanes and deadly accidents that forced the air
authorities to ban building more of them.
Studies in the UK and France revealed the problem (the HM.14 was small enough to fit in wind tunnels
in both countries usually used for scale models of larger aircraft) and corrections were made to the
design. Unfortunately, the wave of bad publicity created by the crashes dogged Mignet for the rest of
his life and continues to be associated with the design today despite the fact that the basic Mignet
configuration has proven to be safe in hundreds of successful homebuilt aircraft and factory built
microlights.
Design
Side-to-side movement of the stick controlled the large rudder. This produced a rolling motion because
the wings both had substantial dihedral, through yaw-roll coupling. The rudder had to be quite large not
only to produce adequate roll but also because the fuselage was very short, reducing the leverage of the
rudder. The Flying Flea, being a two axis aircraft, could not be landed or taken off in substantial
crosswinds. This was not a big issue when the aircraft was designed because at that time aircraft were
usually flown from large open fields allowing all take-offs and landings into wind.
The result was an aircraft that was substantially simpler to build (just two wings and a rudder, two of
which moved, with no ailerons or other control surfaces) and easier to fly (just a control stick, no rudder
pedals at all) than a conventional aircraft. Mignet claimed, only half jokingly, that anyone who could build
a packing crate and drive a car could fly a Flying Flea.

Plan for model from Aeromodeller Christmas 1963

Wikipedia
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Hooton Park Hangars - Roger Newman

Where may Hooton Park Hangers be located & what are they? Well, in short this note provides
related information of yet another mix of location, times & events long past in the world of
aviation that managed to coincidentally combine in a small way with our hobby.
The Hangers are located on a former RAF airfield at Hooton Park, Cheshire on the Wirral
Peninsular, now mostly occupied by Vauxhall Motors & easily accessible from the M53 J6. They
are managed by a Trust formed in 2000, with the original aim of restoration of the remaining
three WW1 hangers on the former airfield at Hooton Park combined with having & opening a
Museum located in one of the hangers. The latter task is work in progress, albeit it is an ongoing
activity & is well worth a visit should you be in the area. Have a look at their website for more
detailed information inclusive of visiting days & times, www.hootonparkhangars.co.uk

Here are a few of the exhibits.

This is a very recent arrival, on loan from Cosford. Spitfire PR XIX PM651, from the
Meteorological Research Flight Temperature and Humidity (THUM) Unit which was initially
formed at RAF Hooton Park before moving to RAF Woodvale. This particular Spitfire was for
a short time, based with the THUM flight at RAF Woodvale in the 1950’s.
Below: A Comper Swift (on loan from Cosford). The prototype made its maiden flight from
Hooton Park in Jan 1930. Note that exhibits are well documented with very informative signage
for visitors. An excellent flying scale plan exists in Feb 1952 Aeromodeller.
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Replica Avro TriPlane from 1909
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The original Triplane, designed & built by A V Roe, was the first all-British aircraft to fly on
5th June 1909. This exhibit is a full size, non-flying replica of the original aircraft, built by
apprentices at A V Roe Woodvale in 1953.

Replica Sopwith Baby,
constructed by two volunteers over the past two years – magnificent.

Last but not least, an HM14 Flying Flea of Henri Mignet fame.
This particular example is listed as being last owned by the Museum of Science & Industry, so
it is presumably on loan but the traceability details on its history seem rather vague.
It does have (as an exhibit) one rather endearing feature known by many aeromodellers,
– a pretty good warped fin!
Built around 1935 & apparently flown in 1936 but the Permit to Fly was never carried through.
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One non-aviation related exhibit of note – the ongoing restoration of a 1909 Chester Tram.

There are many more very interesting aviation related exhibits, far too many for this brief
note, so a visit is recommended and would be well worthwhile.

But what of connections to aeromodelling? The first clue came from one of the signage history
boards that showed a photo of aeromodelling flying activity on the airfield. Reading the
accompanying text revealed that it was a photo taken by one Eddie Riding, whom many of you
will remember as being a scale modeller par excellence & a staff member of the Aeromodeller
before he was tragically killed in a flying accident in 1950. Highly regarded by D A Russell, who
wrote a quite lengthy obituary in the June 1950 Aeromodeller & shown below. The text of the
signage board referenced a book subsequently produced by Richard Riding (son of Eddie), a
copy of which happens to reside in my little library! Chapter 10 of said book is entitled “Hooton
Park Heaven (1938)” & has within it the following photo. My poor brain had completely forgotten
any references to Hooton Park.

C Rupert Moore (a fellow scale modeller par excellence & noted front cover artist for the
Aeromodeller) also wrote a really nice appreciation of Eddie in the same edition of the
Aeromodeller.

For anyone who has an interest in inter-war years aviation in the UK, I commend this book –
entitled,

“A Flying Life – an Enthusiast's Photographic Record of British Aviation in the 1930's.
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It’s lunchtime at Martin Hearn’s at Hooton on August 1938 and the lads are flying their model aircraft.
They are, Left to right: Forrester ‘Tiddler’ Lindsley, Goerge Atkinson, Maurice Mason, and Bill Williams.

“Eddie” Riding - by D.A.Russell
It is with great regret that we refer to the death, in a flying accident on Good Friday last, of Mr. E, J. Riding, chief draftsman and
photographer to the AEROMODELLER

Mr. Riding first became associated with our organization in 1940, when we commenced the publication of a series of articles on
flying scale models, whilst in the latter part of that year he contributed a number of plans for the first Volume of the " Aircraft of the
Fighting Bowers" series.

Throughout^ the last war, Mr. Riding was in the Aircraft Inspectorate of the Air Ministry, and on release at the end of the war he
joined us full time.

His knowledge was encyclopaedic. Since boyhood he had taken a wide interest in aircraft, and during the past 20 years had compiled
what is probably the most comprehensive range of photographs and data in connection with full-sized aircraft,

In the aeromodelling world he achieved a much respected reputation, both for construction and layout of design, of a number of
very popular flying scale models,

As a photographer, his ability enabled hire to produce some of the finest air-to-air shots of full-sized aircraft, and at the same time
to photograph for the organization at Eaton Bray all kinds of model aircraft, etc.

As a man, he was liked by all for his integrity, even-tempered and devotion to all that was good and high-class in flying, whether
full-sized or model.
It was in the course of his duties as chief photographer to our organisation that he met his death, together with the pilot of the aircraft,
Stanley Orion Bradshaw, and another passenger, Mr. N. C. Stoneham. His tragic death at the age of 34 will be mourned, not only by
his widow and three young children, not only by us at Eaton Bray, but by the many friends he had made both personally and by way
of correspondence, throughout the aeromodelling movement

For myself, I would only add that he was my closest friend and his passing has robbed me of the loyal support of one I had come
to know so intimately and respect so whole-heartedly in the course of my 10 years* association with him. - D.A.R.
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Now the co-incidental bit! The Museum has (as all good Museums do) a gift shop & a selection
of books related to the subject in hand – in this case naturally of aviation. I found a book of
some 392 pages for the princely sum of £2.00 –

“Heavenly Days – Recollections of a Contented Airman” by a Group Captain James Pelly-Fry.
For those who remember the name but not a great deal about the man, here is the obit provided
by the SMAE on his passing in 1994. Again, the book is an excellent read.

The last remaining contact with the SMAE council of the 1920s has gone with the sudden death of
James Pelly Fry on December 6, aged 83. Inspired by the A.W. Siskins from RAF North Weald when
8, he was a total aviation person throughout his adventurous life. Through school days to his teens
he produced a series of successful models, each illustrating his inventive originality. Low wing,
geared motors, small sizes some of which were published in Model Engineer and the first Model
Aeroplane Manual. In 1928, when the 139th member of the SAME, he was invited to join the council.
One of his early contributions had been to help formulate the rules for the Wakefield Cup, which
had been donated by Viscount Wakefield the previous year. He was a member of the British team
for the years 1928 to 1932 and then flew Gordon Light’s U.S. entry to second place in 1933. Having
won a flying lesson at Brooklands from model contests in 1931 and 1932 he became determined to
join the Royal Air Force. Frustrated at first, he persevered and was accepted in the Reserve of Air
Force Officers (RAFO) and started flying training at Hatfield in June of 1933. It was to be the
start of a career that took him all over the world and through to the Gloster Meteor from the
Tiger Moth via Tutor’s Heyfords, Virginias, Valentias, Wellesleys, Blenheims, Bostons, and Halifaxes
and to command of squadrons of which 88 Squadron with its Douglas Bostons must have been the
most notable. In RH G he led Operation Oyster at the forefront of the 93 Bostons, Mosquitoes,
and Venturas on the daring low level raid on the Phillips works at Eindhoven. Hit during the attack,
the return to Oulton on one engine and no hydraulics ended in a heavy belly landing. For this raid he
was awarded the DSO and his crew the DFC. It took place on December 6, 1942, and it was at the
52nd celebration of this that he collapsed in the company of S/Ldr Charles Patterson, DSO, DFC,
who had flown a PR Mosquito on the raid and his published\r Colin West of Crecy Books who had
just released the long awaited James Pelly Fry memoirs, Heavenly Days.  One had to read this 392-
page book to absorb the innumerable facets of his remarkable life, and the illustrious company in
which he found himself. He was PA to Air Commander Arthur Harris, an Equerry to King George VI,
the Air Attaché in Teheran among so many other fascinating elements of a life throughout which
he never forsook his interest in the aeromodelling that set him into a flying career. When he
returned to active modelling (after a void from his last rubber duration design in Egypt, 1935) he
created a fully slotted and flapped ultra slow flying motorised sailplane, and followed with a trio of
his favourite full-scale types, the Devon,
Boston and Wellesley. Each immaculate and to
perfect scale, they can be seen at the
Goosedale Model Museum. So passes a Grandee
among aeromodellers, a personality of such
stature that even those who knew nothing of
the name or background have left the Old
Warden Vintage events with a lasting
impression of having conversed with a VIP from
another age, if they had the good fortune to
meet him.

Note: the aforementioned Goosedale
Model Museum no longer exists.

17 year old James Pelly-Fry (left) holds model aeroplane "Wapati II" while it is being wound
by Dutch designer Juste van Hattum, 1929

Roger Newman
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller June 1955
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Aeromodeller June 1955
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Indoor isn’t for Everyone No.99 - Nick Peppiatt

Indoor Scale Nationals, 25th and 26th April 2026.

Once again I made the pilgrimage to the Sports Hall of the University of Wolverhampton in
Walsall for this two day event, with the RC Scale competitions held on the Saturday and the
Free-Flight Scale ones on the Sunday. There were some innovations this year as the
proceedings were live-streamed. Please go to British Model Flying Association - YouTube to
find the streams. I understand that this was a technical rehearsal for the forthcoming FAI
World Championships for Scale Model Aircraft, which will be held at BMFA Buckminster from
the 9th to 15th July this year. See 2026 FAI F4 World Championships for Scale Model Aircraft
for details.

Several years ago there was concern about the declining number of entries for the free-flight
events. Not so this year, as it was a record. Indoor Free-Flight Scale is alive and well! The
entries for the Kit Scale (Class FFX4) were closed at thirty, Peanut (FFX5) entry was twenty-
one, Intermediate Scale (FFX3), eighteen, Open Rubber (FFX1), thirteen, No-Cal (FFX7)
twelve, Pistachio (FFX6) nine, and CO2/Electric (FFX2) eight. The attendance was also helped
by the considerable number of overseas entries. I discovered that the air race is now an official
event, Class FFX9, although no pre-entry was required. Note to self: - I must look at the Scale
Rulebook more often! AS last year, there was also an unofficial scale glider model competition
over the lunchtime period.

Rather perversely, the outside weather conditions for the weekend were sunny with light
winds and ideal for the flying of small models. This made a pleasant change in a year that has
seemed remarkably windy  so far, but there were no opportunities for flying outside.

Once again I can only offer a snapshot of the occasion, as despite the best intentions, I was
quite busy with tending my own models and catching up with friends, old and new.

Two beautiful Peanut Scale biplanes
George Kandylakis’ DH Moth Major (left) and Mats Johannson’s Stampe SV.4B (right).

The results were once again dominated by the Czech aero-modelling genius Tonda Alfery, who
triumphed in the Open Rubber, Peanut Scale and Pistachio Scale classes as well as in the glider
competition. The Open Rubber model was the Roland C.lla that he flew last year, please see
IIFE 88 (NC June 2025). In Open Electric his Curtiss Condor was beaten into second place by
Richard Crossley’s Grumman Duck, It will be interesting to see how close this was when the full
results are published. Richard also won kit scale with his Golden Age Reproductions P-51
Mustang. George Kandylakis entered a thirteen inch wingspan Moth Major in both Peanut,
placing second, and in Open Rubber, placing third.
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He also flew his wonderful Avro 504O seaplane in both the Open Scale RC and Open Electric
Free-Flight events. Intermediate Scale was won by John Cooper with a Farman Carte Postale,
of which, unfortunately, I failed get a photo. The full size machine, which was a length of
Farman Goliath wing mounted above a Farman David fuselage, was built for the 1926 Coupe
Zenith competition. Some years ago I built a sixteen inch wingspan version from a Stevens
Aero kit with Parkzone electrics. It makes a fine gentle radio flier in calm conditions, suiting
my approach to RC. Chris Blanch’s Intermediate Scale entry also interested me. This was a
Bristol 138A High-Altitude Monoplane, which was built, somewhat enlarged, from Preston
Bruning’s plans now available on Outerzone.co.uk. Many years ago I built a plan sized eighteen
inch wingspan one from the plans as published in the Flying Aces Club Newsletter Issue 49 in
1976. It looks as though Chris used the cross-bladed Sleek Streek prop specified on the plans.
Graham Banham again won the Veron Truflite Trophy, this year with a Bébé Jodel.

Richard Crossley’s class winners,
P-51B Mustang from a Golden Age Reproductions kit and the wonderful Grumman J2F-6 Duck

(Kit Scale) (Open Electric).

George Kandylakis’ Avro 504O Open RC Chris Blanch’s Bristol 138A
and Free-Flight Electric entry. Intermediate Scale entry

The lunchtime glider competition attracted eleven entries and comprised a duration and spot
landing competition with launches from the balcony overlooking the hall. After the individual
launches, a mass launch took place. Richard Crossley placed second and Lurk, that glider
enthusiast, third.

The Air Race for rubber powered models flying the most laps around a balloon circuit in ten
minutes was close run. Mike Stuart was third, with fourteen laps, Gary Flack was second with
fifteen, and my Chambermaid made sixteen, despite losing considerable time after the prop
shaft became entangled with a balloon string. I failed to put some scissors in my pocket and
my assistant, Pete Hall, was sent scrambling to search for some suitable cutting equipment.
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Thanks to Pete, we got going again for a few more and, as it turned out, crucial laps. I had
carried out a little trimming on the Chambermaid in the free-flight evening session on the
Saturday after the RC competitions. I felt that its circuits were rather large last year, so I
tweaked in a little more left rudder, which tightened the turn slightly too much, so I added a
card shim of right thrust to open the initial power turn out. This gave a good trim for the event.

The glider entries and the mass launch from the balcony.

Otherwise, I entered the Peanut and Pistachio Scale classes. I had not flown the Nesmith
Cougar Peanut since last year, but it was still in good trim and made two maxes (50s ROG) on
its first two flights. Having dug out my now somewhat venerable Lippisch Storch to photograph
its pilot for last month’s IIFE, I decided to give it an airing in Pistachio (six inch fuselage
length). It did not let me down, achieving a max (60s) and 59s in its two best flights, and gaining
second place in the class.
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As usual, many thanks are due
to the event organiser, Paul
Rich, and his large team of
judges, timekeepers, marshals
and recorders, and as I finish
this article, I understand the
full results have just been
published 2026 Scale Indoor
Nationals Results now available
| BMFA Scale Technical Committee
Next year’s event has been provisionally booked for the 24th and 25th April.

Nick Peppiatt’s Lippisch Storch lXb, Nick Peppiatt’s Chambermaid air racer
second in Pistachio Scale with the Chris Strachan Trophy.

Nick Peppiatt

The High Wycombe
RC meastro, Brian
Seymour with his

Peanut Scale entry,
an Andreasson BA-4B.

He did a fine job
marshalling

competitors for the
judged flight
competitions.

Another innovation this
year, a winners’ podium,
presumably with the RC
World Championships in
mind.
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FF Scale Nationals Results - BMFA Website
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BMFA Website
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The S.M.A.E. 1933 - The Model Engineer & Practical Mechanics
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Occasional Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

The Hooton Park Comper Swift & subsequent delve into the Feb '52 Aeromodeller for an Eddie
Riding plan took me off down memory lane again & more from the same edition. This time it was
the article on Kalpie – a small design for the Kalper 0.32 cc diesel & a vague memory that the
late Rod Williams of BMAS used to fly this model - complete with Kalper engine at Beaulieu in
the 1990's? Maybe one of the old Bournemouth Club members has a similar memory and/or a
better recall than  me?
First the Kalpie: simple but effective – the essence of a good design.
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However, with an Albon Dart up front? Could have been quite exciting!

The Kalper .32 was another of those now rather rare British small diesels produced post war
in relatively small quantities. It was designed & made by a gentleman called George Seymour in
Brighton & marketed through Arthur Mullett's model shop located in the Lanes in Brighton.
Looking for information, as ever I resorted to the excellent Adrians Model Aero Engines
website, where there is a really extensive article on the designer, the engine & later replicas
plus ( as a bonus) information on an engine that I'd never heard of – the Foursome. If anyone
desires to know more of the history & details of these two engines, I can do no better than
refer you to the following link:
https://adriansmodelaeroengines.com/catalogue/main.php?cat_id=296 for a really detailed,
informative & illustrated article.

Kalper 32, one was sold on EBay quite recently for £100.
A really well cleaned up Foursome went for £600 also on Ebay.

Next on the hit list of memories was Ron Warring's
Flip Flop. A nearly vintage lightweight but coming a
couple of months after the cut-off date. Previous
notes have touched on vintage lightweight designs
& it would be very interesting to see how the Flip
Flop would perform against those slightly earlier
models. I suspect it would have done quite well.
Perhaps one of our readers has built & flown the
Flip Flop & could provide answers? Anyway, it's
featured as the rubber plan for the month.

Ron Warring winding his Flip Flop

Then, for reasons not remembered, the name of
Airsale loomed in the mind as I recalled purchasing
a kit of an Airsale Skyroamer from a long gone
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model shop in Horsham in the early 1970's, which was never built & went to a BMFA auction
along with a load of stuff when I moved to North Wales.
The Skyroamer was a 44” span old time glider.

Airsale was a post war New Zealand model aircraft company. It still exists,
albeit in a much changed form, trading as JR Airsail but here is the firm's
early history: Airsail was founded on the optimism of two young men, Len Perry
and Wynn Craven. They had returned from war time service in the Royal New
Zealand Air Force with considerable aeronautical engineering experience,
which they decided to use in the manufacture, certification, servicing and
repair of gliders for the post-war gliding boom sweeping the country. Post-war
import restrictions made it a difficult time to start any new business requiring
components and materials from overseas. They acquired premises in a disused
factory and then encountered difficulties in getting their Air Force aircraft
engineering qualifications recognised by the civil aviation authorities. To
generate an income while waiting for the authorities to make a decision, they
began producing simple Ready To Fly rubber powered model aeroplanes from
scrap timber, powered by rubber cut from auto-mobile inner tubes. These
models flew remarkably well, so well in fact that a New Zealand department
store bought the entire stock, and suddenly Airsail was in the model aeroplane
business!

There is a plan listed in the DBHL & thus is featured as our glider plan for the month.

The JR Airsale website has a pretty extensive product range, inclusive of a few vintage free
flight laser cut short kits that look to be the part.

Southerner 60 short kit listed for £127.74 plus shipping (from New Zealand!)

Roger Newman
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Southern Coupe League 2026 - Gavin Manion

Results up until 11th May

The list of SCL qualifying privateer events this year is...

Event Date Venue Contact Comments
B’ham Spring FF Gala 14 or 15 Mar Buckminster stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com Cancelled

Croydon Cagnarata 6 April Salisbury Plain ray.elliott8@btinternet.com K Factor Rubber inc. Coupe
Flown, results incl below

B’ham Classic 10 or 11 April Luffenham gavin.manion84@gmail.com F1G + Pre1970 Coupe
Flown, no coupes flown

Crookham Gala 11 July Salisbury Plain chrisredrup@yahoo.com Coupe
Oxford Duration 12 Sept Oxford

Portmeadow
gmlaw7@btinternet.com Coupe

Croydon Coupe Europa 10 or11 Oct Salisbury Plain ray.elliott8@btinternet.com F1G and Pre1970 Coupe. Date
confirmed evening of 8 Oct

B’ham Coupe 28 or 29 Nov Luffenham gavin.manion84@gmail.com F1G (5rounds) and Pre1970 Coupe.
Date confirmed evening of 26 Nov

The BMFA FFTC events with CdH (sometimes combined with F1H) are...

1st Area, 2nd March, No Coupes Flown,.
Northern Gala, Fri 3rd April, No Coupes Flown
London Gala, 23&24th May, F1G/F1H on 24th.
4th Area, 7th June, F1G/F1H
7th Area, 16th Aug, F1G/F1H (F1G for Plugge)
Nationals, 29th, 30th & 31st Aug, F1G probably on last day.  (Now cancelled at Sculthorpe check for updates)
Buckminster Gala, 31st Oct or 1st Nov, F1G plus pre 1970

So lets see what's actually been flown up until now...
The answer is I'm afraid, not a lot...
The 1st Area had F1G/F1H with F1H for the Plugge. The event was flown in most of a gale, your
scribe was on Plugge duty and no one flew Coupe in the country.
The Birmingham Spring Gala at Buckminster was cancelled, too much wind on a small site.
The Croydon Cagnarata was flown on a breezy day but still managed to attract a couple of hardy
Coupe flyers in the combined rubber handicap. Hooray, our only two scores to date.
The Northern Gala was flown in strong winds and attracted no Coupe entries as was the case with
the Birmingham Classic flown the following weekend in similar weather.
So that’s it, one scoring event, two intrepid coupe flyers who flew in the Combined Rubber Handicap.
A 1st placed Coupe and 12 points to Roy Vaughn, 2nd place coupe Chris Redrup with 10 points.
That's the Southern Coupe League to date.
A reminder that the best seven results count so there really is plenty of time to get entered and
start your challenge for the SCL this year starting, perhaps, with day two of the London Gala at
Salisbury Plain
The scoring system for 2026 is as it’s been for a few years now; 12 points for 1st place then 9 for
2nd down to 1 for 10th, all regardless of the number of entries. To make clear, in FFTC events where
F1G is in combination with F1H only the F1G scores will be counted for the purposes of the SCL.

Gavin Manion
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CROOKHAM GALA 60th Anniversary Event - Chris Redrup

Salisbury Plain Area 8. 11th or 12th July

Crookham Contest Modellers 1966 – 2026

This year Crookham Contest Modellers are celebrating our 60th anniversary. The club was
formed one day in 1966 on Chobham Common by four friends; Fred Chilton, Peter Stewart,
Geff Mobbs and Frank Mather and subsequently attracted a number of prominent contest free
flight modellers, mainly from Surrey and Hampshire. Throughout the heyday of free flight in
the UK, members of CCM regularly featured at the top of the contest results and although,
sadly, many of those well known names are no longer with us, the club still competes strongly
in today’s competitions.
To mark our 60th anniversary we will be awarding cash prizes at our Gala on the 11th or 12th of
July.
The contest format will be similar to the format that was successful last year, with Maxi and
Mini combined groups, plus a separate E20 competition.
All Coupe scores will be entered in the Southern Coupe league.
The final choice of date will be confirmed on Thursday 9th July, dependent on the weather
forecast. To be sure of receiving the announcement please register your interest with Chris
Redrup at chrisredrup@yahoo.com

Contest Format

Combined Maxi 3 rounds – max 150 seconds
Classic Power (engine run 10s)
Vintage Power (engine run 15s)
SLOP
Classic Rubber /Vintage Rubber
Classic Glider/Vintage Glider

Combined Mini 3 rounds – max 120 seconds
1/2A  (engine run 8 seconds)
Mini Vintage Rubber/Glider
F1H
E36 (motor run 8 seconds)
E30  (motor run 50 seconds)
Modern and Vintage Coupe
Classic A1
P30
Co2

E20 3 rounds - Max 90 seconds
Motor run 15 seconds   Fly Off 8 seconds

Prizes will be awarded as follows:
1st, 2nd and 3rd in each of the combined groups
1st place in the E20 competition
George Fuller Trophy and prize for the best score with a George Fuller design
Glider Trophy and prize for the best glider score
Coupe D’hiver Trophy and prize for best coupe score

Contest starts 10.00 – ends 17.00. Fly offs soon after. Entry cost £12.00
All enquiries to chrisredrup@yahoo.com

Chris Redrup
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Secretary’s Notes for June 2026 - Ray Elliott

A Day in the Sun- A Cautionary Tale

The London Gala weekend on
Salisbury Plain offered
almost perfect flying
conditions:  a bit hot, but
with light winds—unusual for
a Bank Holiday. I decided to
skip the Saturday and
concentrate on flying F1G on
Sunday.
F1G and the other rubber-
powered classes have not
been a focus for me for some
time, as my main interest is
now in the electric classes.
I chose F1G because I was
keen to support the Southern
Coupe League, now run by
Gavin Manion.
As a precaution, I also put my
E36 box in the car in case I
had time to fly a second class.
However, I had not checked its contents and was surprised to find that my only trimmed E36
was missing. All that was left was my damaged Lucky Lindy. I then realised I had left the
trimmed model in another box with my Open Electric model. How careless.
Now to the actual flying. I was intending to use a half tube for winding that I had inherited
from Peter Hall. This proved problematic as it requires a small aluminium T hook which, as I
found out, would not fit the prop shaft because the loop has a 90-degree bend at the end which
the T hook would not pass, If I’d only had my wire cutters. Why did I not use my traditional
blast tube which works fine with S hooks?  Because somewhere along the way I’ve lost it, or,
at least, mislaid it.
The only way forward was to wind with the rubber in the model without the blast tube – and
avoiding maximum turns.
After much faffing I finally made a flight. The climb was a bit sluggish, but it held on for 1.51.
The second flight was a comfortable max whilst the third was 1.45 to which my timekeeper,
Tony Shepherd, commented that he wouldn’t have launched when I did.
Sums up my day really.
What should have been a straightforward day’s flying turned out to be bit of a nightmare.
Maybe I exaggerate a little.
I guess the lesson from this little tale is that you need to be diligent and thorough in your
preparation, particularly if you’re flying a class you haven’t flown for some time. And it doesn’t
matter how long you’ve been at this game.

Ray Elliott
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Plans for Month: - Roger Newman

Power: Baby Playboy, this one is scaled to Texaco size at 46” span. OK for Mills 0.75?

Glider: Airsale Skyroamer from New Zealand
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Rubber: Flip Flop by Ron Warring from Feb 1952 Aeromodeller

Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


