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Editorial

Hi, August issue already as we move towards December when the final issue of N/C will see the
end of our Society, and the birth of SAM UK.
Mike Parker invited me to take over the New Clarion in February 2010 when the original editor
Vic Willson fell ill and I have been in the editors seat ever since. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
cobbling together some monthly reading for you all and now at 93 it’s probably the only thing
that keeps me sane, especially since Rachel passed on. I am no longer mobile enough to practice
the hobby but, thanks to Martin Pike, I keep in touch when he is able to ferry me to a few
meetings.
Martin Dilly found this Zaic video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YkwW_IJPIQ
A bit naff but worth watching.

OK,  What have we got this month:

 First up Paula Butler reports on the London Gala, pictures a little fuzzy with titles by
Tony Shepherd.

 Pylonius talks of status of aeromodellers in other countries and also on the rate of
production of model engines and how quickly they fade into obscurity.

 Sometime around 2010 I wrote an article on SAM1066 for the New Zealand magazine
‘Propwash’. As we approach our demise I thought it pertinent to repeat it here.

 ‘Here and There’ from 1952 covers a wide range of topics including model weight  and
the Americans re-discovering the small British diesels.

 Nick Peppiatt details the construction of his Guillow’s Dime Scale ‘Swallow’.
 1955 ‘Heard at the Hangar Doors reports, amongst many subjects, on the American

forces contests at Weisbaden, Also ROG rules with pictures of a few doubtful models
and launches.

 I write a short report on my day out at the World Scale Championships, thanks to our
membership sec. Martin Pike who took me to Buckminster and to the BMFA staff who
ferried me back and forth in their buggies.

 Jim Wright offers a detailed obituary for another of our iconic modellers, Vic Jays,
who recently passed away.

 The Pilatus PC-6 Porter is the aircraft described by Wikipedia.
 Jim Paton, another aeromodeller passed on, Obits by Andrew Lonhurst & Chris Redrup.
 As a page filler I dug into my photographic archive and picked out a few pictures of

indoor flying at the Indoor National Championships in the potash mine salt store at
Bolby. The events were held there for five consecutive years 2010 to 2014.

 The engine analysis from 1953 is the little known Super Tigre G.22, a 1.23cc Italian
diesel engine. The performance of this motor is in the upper class but there is no direct
comparative engine to assess it against other than the 1.3 Mills which is just a mild
sports motor.

 Our secretary’s notes are an analysis of the current effects of the heat wave and a
warning of the possible effect future heat waves may have on our hobby.

 Finally Roger Newman, who apologises for his lack of input this issue, has still offered
his usual three plans for the month.

Editor
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London Gala - Laura Butler

The London gala
May 23-24 Salisbury Plain.

Hot hot hot is the best way to describe The London Gala at Salisbury Plain, we set off to an
already warm Saturday morning with a pit stop for a bacon roll & cappuccino and other flying
survival goodies for the day on Salisbury Plain arriving a little before nine.

Day 1,
Chris Redrupp was already set up with his gazebo and desk and had the competition markers
from the road exit, which was by our newly rebuilt road junction that is now wonderful
compared to the conditions before.
I abandoned my other half and headed straight for the desk as I had volunteered to help out
on the desk taking time cards and updating the score sheets. Saturday had 14 competitors
which is a great turn out. It was the combined classes with Mini vintage & HLG/CLG. Combined
glider had good entries, but had to work as there was not a lot of breeze about to aid launches.
Combined electric was a little down on numbers but the guys were getting good height along
with open rubber. We saw Bill Colledge flying his CLG which got really high and had a good glide
along with Phil Ball & Luke Pritchard.
It did get very hot around mid-day so all slowed down a bit for a couple of hours. Phil Ball won
the competition for the best sunshade with his very flowery umbrella / shade, but shade is
shade when it's hot.
We had fly offs in at least two events, but as always please see the full and up to date results
at the BMFA website.
After we retrieved Wayne's model from the rubber fly off and helped pack up we headed off
to a local pub for dinner and stayed over in a b&b until Sunday.

Day 2
Sunday hot hot hotter, another beautiful day on the Area 8, again Chris had setup already and
a steady stream of people turning up with 24 cars and 20 competitors for E36, Co2-E30-P30,
F1G-F1H, 1/2A-F1J, Classic/Vintage glider, CRP-VRP-SLOP.
This must be a record to date and was great to see such a good turn out with some flying
families with three generations in attendance with the Jacks and Pritchards.
There were some great flights with Gavin, Chris and Alan in coupe as we haven't seen much
coupe action lately, F1J’s were fast and furious climbing into the brilliantly blue sky which we
were blessed with for the whole 2 days of the competition. Due to the heat and limited shade
there was a siesta sort of time from mid day as it did get very hot with lots of people reminding
others to drink and making trips to the control gazebo for a bit of shade.
It was also good to see many flyers making the fly offs considering the very hot conditions. I
think the glider boys had quite a tough towing day as the wind was practically nothing all day
with nothing more than a gentle breeze, it was a bit hot to run about especially on unlevel
ground.
The fly offs all took place after 6pm, but as before please check the final results at the BMFA.
There was one timing issue during one fly off, but in a sportsman and professional manor this
was sorted out by the CD and the competitor to a satisfactory outcome.
It was a great two days of competition on a great site with amazing weather with many
competitors from up and down the country making the effort to attend. I'm sure everyone
slept ok after a nice cool drink.
Thanks to the Free Flight Technical Committee for planning ‘The London Gala’ and Chris Redrup
for being the CD for this event on both days and in that heat.
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London Gala Pictorial

I don’t recognise him as he’s not a SP regular Simon Dixon waits for the air

Tony Shepherd with fully wound P30 and Tony Shepherd still with a fully wound P30 and
Ray Elliott with fully wound stopwatch Ray Elliott still with fully wound stopwatch

Tony Shepherd still with a fully wound P30 and Ray Elliott still a with fully wound stopwatch,
joined by Luke Pritchard with air picking hints and tips!
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Tony Shepherd still with a fully wound P30 and Ray Elliott still a with fully wound stopwatch
and Luke Pritchard with more air picking hints and tips.

After an interminable wait, boredom finally sets in and Tony launches
into some good air, only to drop out of it once the effects of the valley of doom come into play

(there was a bit of a theme to the last few photos!)

Paula Butler
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Extract from Model Aircraft 1957

Model Aircraft 1957
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Aeromodelling in the UK:  SAM1066 - John Andrews

In return for a favour from Barrie Russell, editor NZ Propwash, I am tapping out a few words on our
aeromodelling obsession here in the UK.
Who am I:
I am the ageing editor of ‘The New Clarion’, the online
monthly newsletter of the Vintage/Classic Free-Flight
society SAM1066 here in the UK. The society is a splinter
group of free-flighters from SAM35, set up by one David
Baker after some long forgotten disagreement way back
before my renewed interest in FF. Our society, SAM1066,
well over 25 years or so back had the use of, what was
said to be the largest grass airfield in Europe, at Middle
Wallop.

Looks pretty big to me, would not want to mow it with me fly-mo.
The society flourished in the late 1990’s at Wallop, running contests throughout each year
culminating in a three day event which was acknowledged as one of the largest in Europe. To give
you some idea of the size of attendance, there was always a mass launch at the end of the meeting
and flyers had to sign in, there were over 400 models flown one year.
The society was something of a one man band run by David, he assembled copy for the monthly A5
hard copy magazine ‘The Clarion’ which kept the society together.  The society prospered until he
became very ill and eventually publication of ‘The Clarion’ ceased and the society foundered.
Thankfully some time circa 2006 three wise men, Mike Parker, John Thompson and Lindsey Smith
rejuvenated SAM1066 and the society was up and running again. Lindsey had military ties and was
our liaison officer with Middle Wallop, this got our meetings up and running again. The new
organisation is all electronic and all matters are handled on-line. It was decided that no membership
fee would be charged and society income would be derived from gate fees and competition entries,
this situation still survives today. One member, Vic Willson, was persuaded by Mike Parker to start
up a new newsletter and thus the ‘New Clarion’ was born. The magazine is only published on-line
and can be accessed from the society web-site:

www.SAM1066.org
The first copy came on-line in January 2007, I took over as editor due to the untimely death of Vic in
February 2010 and still soldier on.
The society flourished yet again, principally due to the ideal flying field at Wallop. Competitions were
well supported and there was always a large contingent of sports fliers. Many flying the old American
designs with the unmistakable exhaust bark of their vintage spark ignition engines. We had a well-
stocked prize presentation table with quite a few impressive trophies, the source of which I never
really discovered. I did however partake of a bottle of wine or two which are awarded to the winners
of the various competitions. Usually for the first three places.
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Easter meeting 2012. - This lot is just about as vintage as you can get.

2010 Championships - Fliers gather for the prize presentation, took a while.

2009 yours truly picks up ’The Jaguar’ trophy and a bottle of wine.
Presented, from the well laden trophy & prize table, by John Thompson (deceased) our chairman at the time.

It was in 2016 that the society almost came to an end, health & safety issues within the military and
a new station commander together with a new airfield manager culminated in SAM1066 finally losing
Middle Wallop as its flying venue.
The committee, with membership approval, decided to carry on and use Area 8 of Salisbury Plain
as our meetings venue. The use of Area 8 has been negotiated by the BMFA Free Flight Tech
Committee for weekend use, with prior approval from the MoD, who operate  training activities across
the Plain at regular intervals.
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The Plain is an army tank training area and, although a vast area far greater than Wallop, movement
across it is fraught with problems, many tracks being impassable by cars, even 4x4’s can run
aground.

Salisbury Plain from one of the useable flying areas
We continue to use the Plain although initially attendance at meetings was small by comparison to
the good old days, difficult access, rugged flight recovery and ageing membership being suspected
reasons. Things were picking up then the covid pandemic put all model flying on hold.
SAM 1066 is now just starting to pick up where we left off as restrictions are eased and we hope to
continue to thrive, albeit, I suspect, not like the good old days.

The flight-line on the Plain 2017

8oz Wakefield Trophy winner, must have been a low entry as my Korda is not all that competitive.
Note the bottle of red tucked under me arm

Well that’s SAM1066 to date, congratulations to those of you who manage to stick with it to the end.
PS: Our website www.SAM1066.org contains a great deal of information.

We are fortunate to have accumulated a huge archive library of hard copy magazines and digitised plans. Much of its
content originates from the collection of David Baker & the kindness of his two daughters, who donated all of their father’s
extensive collection to SAM1066. The co-operation, liaison and work by Mark Venter of the Christchurch Club & Roland
Friestad in the USA that went into the digital plan library by interchange has further boosted the plan content.
The content of both the magazine & plan library are downloadable from our website.
The DBHLibrary is a permanent legacy in memory of our founder David Baker John Andrews
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Here and There - Model Aircraft August 1952
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Model Aircraft August 1952
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone 101 - Nick Peppiatt

Indoor isn’t for everyone 101

The Guillow’s Dime Scale Swallow: - Construction

Fig 1. Forming the upper and lower longerons. Fig 2. Fuselage side construction.

Fig 3. Curving the fuselage sides Fig 4. Assembling the fuselage frame, aft end first.
Note temporary card former
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Fig 5. Fuselage frame before adding nose formers. Fig 6. Assembling nose area, upside down,
at edge of suitably packed up building board.

Note use of Lego bricks.

The Guillow’s Swallow is not a particularly accurate scale model, but I suspect this is
very typical of the 10¢ kits of the period. However, with a 1939 copyright date on the
plan, it is most certainly vintage! The following notes describe my build sequence.

The longerons are from 10 lb/ft3 1/16” square balsa and the uprights from lighter
stock. There is a considerable amount of curvature in the longerons, so these were well
soaked in water before pinning down and allowing to dry overnight (Fig 1). I build the
two sides together.

The uprights and diagonals are the added (Fig 2).  The adhesive I use is aliphatic resin,
such as Titebond, which is diluted with water and applied using a syringe with a cut off
needle. I modified the aft end so that a one piece stabiliser can be fitted. The top
longerons stop at the tailplane leading edge, and a horizontal piece is fitted each side,
which laps the top longeron and butts onto the upright for the motor peg.

When the adhesive is dry, the sides are unpinned and removed from the building board,
and separated using a piece of razor blade (just like the one shown on the Guillow’s
plan). The fuselage sides are quite curved, particularly in the region of the cabin and
nose, so I rolled in some curvature using a piece of plastic piping, supporting the side
with a sheet of foam rubber (Fig 3).
I learned this technique when building my Pistachio Scale Lippisch Storch to Siegfried
Glöckner’s drawings published in Bill Hannan’s Stick & Tissue Volume 3. The curvature
at the rear of the Storch fuselage is fearsome and requires considerable pre-bending!
The method is shown on the plan.
The sheet parts used on this model are a mixture of 1/32” and 1/16” thick wood. I used
balsa of around 7 lb/ft3. Judging from the plan (please see copy published in last
month’s NC), the ribs and fuselage formers are 1/32” thick and the sheet segment
flying surface outlines are 1/16”.

The outerzone plan for Guillow’s F82 is accompanied by a printable sheet showing the
parts and the wing plan. The sheet parts here must have been based on the copy of the
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print-wood parts of the half-size eight inch span model, Guillow’s kit D2, which are all
likely to have been 1/32” thick. A copy of the original print-wood for the sixteen inch
span kit does not appear to be available.
The lower rear of the fuselage of the Swallow is straight in the side view, so the
fuselage sides can be pinned at right angles to the building board along this straight
part of the longerons, joined at the stern-post and the rear cross pieces fitted, see
(Fig 4). A temporary card former helps to keep the fuselage square during this
operation.

Fig 7 and 8. Completed fuselage frame and nose block.

The cross pieces in the cabin area are now added (Fig 5). The fuselage is then turned
upside down and the straight upper nose longerons pinned down at the edge of the
building board, which has been suitably packed up, with the rear of the fuselage
overhanging (Fig 6). Cross-pieces and former ‘D’ can now be fitted. I fitted a couple of
temporary 1/16” sq. cross pieces, one just behind the position of former ‘B’ and another
in front of former ‘C’. When the adhesive is dry, the fuselage can be removed from the
board and the cracked former ‘C’ added with the instrument panel provided on the plan.
I cut a circular segment out of this former to provide some rubber motor clearance
(Fig 7).

Fig 9. Nose block location and rib template. Fig 10. Wing panel construction
à la Richard Preston.

I reinforced the nose with a former of 1/64” ply, covering formers ‘B’ and ‘D’ and the
nose uprights. Part of former ‘B’ was then cut away to match the hole for the nose-
block location. I used three cross grained laminations of 1/32” sheet, rather than two,
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for the nose-block, which is fitted with a KP Aero adjustable button. The nose-block
location uses this at the top, and strips of 1/16”x1/8” balsa at the sides and bottom
(Fig 9). I think the intention on the plan is for the nose-block to be glued to the
fuselage, and for the round nose-plug to be un-cemented. This could make thrust line
adjustments difficult, and would not allow the use of a winding tube. However, the FAC
Dime Scale rules clearly and sensibly allow for improvements in this area: -
‘The nose on Traditional dimers may be altered to accommodate improved thrust
bearings and removable nose plugs.’

Fig 11. Tail feathers. Note one piece stabiliser. Fig 12. Air-frame ready for covering.

In comparison to the fuselage, the wing panels are straightforward (Fig 10). I used a
rib template with an extra tab of the type suggested by Richard Preston in his recent
Aero-Modeller article (May 2026) for the number 2 ribs. This certainly makes the
holding of the template easier whilst cutting these relatively tiny ribs. I rolled the
curvature into the root ribs prior to assembly. The sheet segment outlines worked
reasonably well (Figs 10 and 11) and I added a few extra gussets, at the wing root, at
the base of the fin and to the tailplane above the stern-post. I angled the base of the
fin to allow for an increase in decalage. So the air-frame is ready for covering (Fig 12),
which I will look at in the next article.

The component weights at this stage are: -
Fuselage frame 1.19g
Nose block with KP Aero button 0.88g
Wing panels 0.90g
Stabiliser frame 0.23g
Fin frame 0.11g

As this is a model with a stabiliser of relatively small area, it will need a forward CG
position and at this stage I am not too concerned about the weight of the nose block
with the KP button. It could well be useful.

Nick Peppiatt
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller August 1955
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Aeromodeller August 1955
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A Day Out at Buckminster - John Andrews

The F4 World Championships for Scale Models
First Day

Martin Pike, fresh from a visit to his mother in Switzerland, came to stay with me for
the weekend 9th to 12 July. We paid an interesting visit to the Motor Museum at Gaydon
on the Friday, then on Saturday we took in the first day of the title event at BMFA
HQ Buckminster. Martin had entered the Free-Flight Scale event at the end of the
day.
The whole event looked like being a tremendous success with entrants from many
overseas contestants. I was lucky enough, thanks to Martin, to be ferried by golf
buggies to various vantage points during the day, culminating in the Free-Flight
competition at the end of the day.
There were in excess of 100 entrants in the R/C events and a huge marquee contained
the models for spectators to view.

The detail on many models had to be seen to be believed
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The Free-Flight Scale event was due to start at 5-00pm after the R/C flying had ceased but
the R/C event over ran and it was nearer 5-30pm before FF got under way. A buggy deposited
me and my viewing chair over where the FF competition was to be flown and there were several
of the R/C competitors and their supporters who came to view the proceedings.

Some of the competitors and Martin Pike’s Pilatus in the foreground

Martin’s Pilatus nestling in the grass, still in one piece after one flight, it normally dis-assembles itself on landing
Sam 35 Chairman Doug Hunt joined me and we watched the proceedings together. It was very
windy, as it had been all day, and the free-flight scaler’s had a tough time getting their flights
in. The R/C crowd of spectators followed proceedings with vociferous interest, cheering
crashes and good flights alike. I imagine they had not seen any free-flight scale comps before.
The fliers put on a good show in difficult conditions. After the prize presentation the buggy
re-appeared and I was ferried back to the car park. A good day out. Results as follows:

Place Entrant Model
1st Mike Smith Tiger Moth (I/C)
2nd Bryan Lea Velie Monocoupe (rubber)
3rd Chris Brainwood Cessna (I/C)
4th Martin Pike Pilatus Porter (rubber)
5th Pete Fardell Stinson Sentinel (rubber)
6th George Kandylakis PZL24 (CO2)
7th Bill Dennis Bucker Bucker Jungmann (rubber)
8th Richard Falconer Comper Swift (rubber)

John Andrews
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Aeromodeller Departed: Vic Jays - Jim Wright

Victor (Vic) Jays: RIP
Many of our more senior free flight flyers may remember Vic Jays who passed away on 17th

June 2026 at the grand old age of 94.
Vic was an excellent builder and his models were always beautifully finished and trimmed. He
was a prominent free flight power flyer from the early 1950’s to 1970’s and a member of the
Surbiton Club that had several other notable power flyers including Mike Gaster (Gastove),
Pete Buskel, Dave Posner (of Dream Weaver fame) Ken Glynn et al.  These Surbiton flyers
provided the vast majority of Team GB Power flyers members at the World Championships in
the 1950’s and early 60’s.

When Mike Gaster won a GB Team place for the 1955 World Free Flight Power Champs, (now
F1C) Vic said to Mike “If you win, I suppose I will then have to build your Gastove model ”. Well,
Mike did win and Vic built the model and then achieved a GB Team place in 1968 and did well
but sadly not a win.
Vic and Mike were life-long friends and exactly the same age having first met when they were
16 years old and both living in North London so nowhere near Surbiton.
Vic with his fellow club members were ever-present on the UK free flight power scene and
especially at Chobham Common. However, at one time he and Mike got permission to do trimming
flights locally in the evenings on the old RAF Hendon airfield now the site of the RAF Museum.
Away from model flying Vic worked in the family business as a manufacturing jeweller in Hatton
Garden – working first for his dad before inheriting the business. His vintage age of London’s
diamond district gave rise to some of his best stories, about rascals and rapscallions, larger
than life characters.
Nothing was more difficult than getting Victor to accept a compliment – but the jewellery he
designed was beautiful. His dad, it seemed, was about the money – Victor, though he wouldn’t
say so, was about the art. Delicate bracelets and necklaces, gems glinting between links of
metal.  Another item Vic made was the engagement ring for the late John O’Donnell’s wife
June.
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At Vic’s funeral the aeromodelling community were represented by Mike Gaster and I.
A true and genuine ‘gentleman aeromodeller’ of yesteryear much liked by those who had the
pleasure of knowing and flying with him. Vic is survived by his two sons David and Mike and
family.

Obituary by Jim Wright with thanks to David Jays for permitting me to use a few extracts
from his eulogy

Jim Wright
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Pilatus PC-6 Porter: - Wikipedia

The Pilatus PC-6 Porter is a single-
engined STOL utility aircraft designed
by Pilatus Aircraft of Switzerland. First
flown in 1959, the PC-6 was produced at
Pilatus Flugzeugwerke in Stans,
Switzerland. It has been built in both piston
engine- and turboprop-powered versions,
and was produced under licence for a time
by Fairchild Hiller in the United States.
After 604 deliveries in 63 years, Pilatus
ended production in 2022.
Development
On 4 May 1959, the first prototype,
powered by a 254 kW (340 shp) piston
engine, made its maiden flight. In early May
1961, the first Turbo Porter, powered by
a Turbomeca Astazou II turboprop engine,
performed its initial flight. In comparison to
its earlier piston engine-powered
incarnation, the Astazou II-equipped Turbo
Porter had an increased gross capacity
and top speed, as well as benefitting from
the engine's automatic handling functions.
These benefits came at the expense of the
greater initial purchase cost and higher fuel
consumption. Both the piston and turbine-
engine versions of the PC-6 became
quickly known for their Short Takeoff and
Landing (STOL) capabilities, requiring only
a very short takeoff run before being ready
for rotation prior to taking off. Its unit cost in
1962 was $55,000
The initial turbine-powered models of the
PC-6 were equipped with the Astazou II
powerplant, however complaints on the
reliability of this engine led to another early
turboprop powerplant becoming available
for the PC-6. This was the Garrett
AiResearch TPE 331. Some operators
such as Air America chose to retrofit their
Astazou II-powered PC-6s with the TPE
331 engine. In May 1966, the first PC-6 to
be equipped with the Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A engine performed its maiden flight.

PC-6 Porter/Turbo-Porter

A PC-6 Turbo-Porter, B2-H4 PT6A-34 variant, used
for skydiving in Spain.

General information

Type STOL passenger
and utility aircraft

Manufacturer Pilatus Aircraft
Fairchild Aircraft

Status In service

Primary users Civil aviation
Austrian Air
Force, Myanmar Air
Force, Swiss Air Force

Number built 604[1]

History

Manufactured 1959–2022[1]

First flight  Porter - 4 May
1959

 Turbo-Porter - 2
May 1961

Variant Fairchild AU-23
Peacemaker
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To offset rising labour and manufacturing costs in Switzerland, Pilatus distributed manufacturing work
on the PC-6 to other countries; in 1993, Czech Republic–based Letov Kbely began manufacturing
activity upon the type. Its unit cost in 2010 was $1,900,000. In 2013, Pilatus formed a joint
venture with Beijing Tian Xing Jian Yu Science Co., Ltd. to locally manufacture the PC-6 and the
newer Pilatus PC-12 in Chongqing, China; initially this facility performed subassembly work on the
fuselage, and later other elements such as the wings and moving surfaces, which were transported
to Pilatus' final assembly facility in Stans, Switzerland. Global production of the PC-6 will eventually
be transferred to the Chongqing facility. On 11 December 2014, the first Chinese-assembled PC-6
fuselage was completed. In 2014, the majority of PC-6s delivered that year were to Chinese
customers.] By April 2016, around 20 PC-6s were in operation in the Chinese market; the type has
often been used to replace the Antonov An-2, being reportedly cheaper to operate.
The Porter was also manufactured under licence by Fairchild Hiller in the United States. Roughly
100 of these licence-produced aircraft would be completed, being mainly purchased by civil
operators within the US.
A number of Fairchild Hiller-built PC-6s were also procured for military operations during the Vietnam
War.
It received the designation AU-23A Peacemaker for service with the US Air Force.
The Peacemaker was fitted with a side-firing 20mm XM-197 Gatling cannon, four wing pylons and a
centre fuselage station for external ordnance. However, the AU-23A proved to be troublesome in
service. All of them were returned to the continental US and placed into storage after only a single
year of operation. In 1979, a pair of UV-20s were assigned to the aviation detachment of the Berlin
Brigade in Germany due to their suitability for operating within the heavily restricted airspace; they
were fitted for carrying either cargo, up to eleven passengers, or three litters with four medical
attendants.

After nearly 600 deliveries in six decades including about 90 Fairchild-Hiller built and 425 PT6-
powered, but only 52 in the last ten years, Pilatus will close the orderbook from summer 2018 and
will roll off the last one in early 2019 while parts production will continue for at least 20 years.
Due to pandemic delays, the last PC-6 Porter was instead delivered in December 2022 after 604
produced in 63 years.

Design
PC-6 cabin interior, circa 1960s
The Pilatus PC-6 Porter is
a Short Takeoff and
Landing (STOL) utility aircraft.
The majority of aircraft are
powered by a single Pratt &
Whitney Canada
PT6A turboprop engine, which
drives a fully reversible,
constant-speed, three-bladed
HC-B3TN-3D (or an alternative
four-bladed Hartzell
HC D4N3P)
aluminium propeller
via reduction gearbox.

Pilatus claims that it possesses
unique STOL capabilities,
capable of landing in places
only otherwise accessible
by rotorcraft. It is fully capable
of being operated from unprepared rough airstrips, in remote areas, hot climates and at high altitudes
in all-weather conditions. In particular, the undercarriage employed provides for high wing and
propeller clearances, making the PC-6 less susceptible to damage than conventional nosewheel-
type undercarriages.

For further landing versatility, various types of landing gear may be optionally installed allowing it to
operate from different types of terrain; options include floats for water landings and skis for landing
on snow.
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Early models of the PC-6 were
equipped with a full instrument panel as
standard, and were reportedly easy for
unfamiliar pilots to intuit.
Later-manufactured PC-6s are
equipped with a Garmin G950 glass
cockpit in place of analogue
instrumentation; the majority of earlier-
produced PC-6s can also be retrofitted
with a glass cockpit.
In addition to its flight functionality, the
G950 system acts as a remote
maintenance unit and electronic flight
bag all in one. Two large 10.4-
inch liquid-crystal displays (LCDs) are
present, functioning as the Primary
Flight Display for all key flight information and the Multi-function Display for system/mission
management.
Fully independent secondary flight instrumentation is also provided to provide backup altitude,
attitude, and airspeed information in the event of complete electrical failure.
The cockpit has been designed for single pilot operations; additional flight controls for a co-pilot can
be optionally fitted.
Other optional features include an autopilot (capable of operating within all phases of flight), traffic
collision avoidance system (TCAS), terrain awareness and warning system (TAWS), weather
radar, satellite phone, LIDAR, forward-looking infrared (FLIR) and lightning detector; in addition,
onboard electrical and avionics equipment are readily modifiable to conform with customer
requirements.

The airframe is of a rugged and low-maintenance construction; featuring high levels of accessibility,
interchangeability, and favourable manning levels. The wings, fuselage, and empennage are
manufactured using conventional semi-monocoque construction techniques, the primary structure
being composed of aluminium; the central structure retains critical strength despite the cutout areas
for the sliding doors of the main cabin. Corrosion resistance is achieved via a combination
of plating and a polyurethane-based enamel paint.
The simple nature of the structure allows for ease of repair in the field. Features such as low-pressure
tyres, twin-caliper disc brakes, and a highly energy-absorbent undercarriage enable the aircraft to
be capable of operating from rough or otherwise challenging terrain.

For role flexibility, individual aircraft can be easily converted between various mission types, such as
transport, paradrop, aerial photography, surveillance, air medical services and search and
rescue duties.
A maximum of ten passengers, or a 2,200 lb payload, may be carried within the aircraft's main cabin
area within the rear section of the fuselage; the standard passenger seats are designed to allow for
rapid removal and may be stowed within an optional separate externally-accessed seat stowage
compartment behind the main cabin.
The main cabin area is furnished with soundproofing measures, ventilation, and heating as
standard.
A maximum of three fuel tanks can also be carried in the main cabin, accordingly reducing payload
capacity, to increase the aircraft's flight endurance. In addition to the large sliding doors at either side
of the main cabin, separate hinged doors are present on either side of the cockpit; an optional pilot-
controlled trapdoor, to accommodate supply drops or surveillance payloads, may also be installed in
the center of the cabin floor without any design changes required.
Additional equipment include a firefighting system, aerial application system, underwing tanks, sand
filters, propeller de-icing system, mudguard, tailwheel debris guard, oxygen system, and additional
power distribution system.

Operational history

The PC-6 is noted for its Short Takeoff and Landing (STOL) performance on almost any type of
terrain - it can take off within a distance of 640 feet (195 m) and land within a distance of 427 feet
(130 m) while carrying a payload of 2,646 lbs (1,200 kg).

Analog cockpit instrumentation of a PC-6, 2007
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Thanks to its STOL performance, the PC-6 holds the world record for highest landing by a fixed-wing
aircraft, at 18,865 feet (5,750 m), on the Dhaulagiri glacier in Nepal.

Due to the type's favourable STOL characteristics, described by the magazine Flying as being "one
of the most helicopter-like airplanes in terms of takeoff performance", Pilatus has deliberately
marketed the PC-6 towards helicopter operators at times, feeling the type to be complementary to
their typical mode of operation.
According to Pilatus, the PC-6 can provide very similar surveillance capabilities to a rotorcraft at a
significantly lower cost to operate and procure.

During its early service, the PC-6 Porter was noted for its high level of comfort and usability against
competing aircraft. The type has also proven to have a long service life; by 1993, roughly 440 of the
500 PC-6 Turbo Porters completed by that point were still in service.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the Central Intelligence Agency-controlled airline Air America operated
up to 23 PC-6s at a time. Many of these were operated in the South-East Asia region, including South
Vietnam during the Vietnam War. The type was used for various missions, including paradropping
supplies to troops, passenger transport, psychological warfare, reconnaissance, prisoner
conveyance, airborne radio relay, and other intelligence operations.

Since 1976, the Austrian Air Force has operated a fleet of 12 PC-6 Porters as the mainstay of their
fixed-wing transport fleet; the type has been used in various support roles, including transport, search
and rescue, firefighting, observation, target-towing and paradropping. According to Flying magazine,
around 40 per cent of all PC-6s in use in Europe during the early 1990s were being used
by skydivers.

In 1996, during the First Congo War, Zaire's president Mobutu Sese Seko hired Western European
mercenaries (mostly French and Belgian) in an attempt to stop a Rwandan-led offensive. This
contingent (part of the White Legion) was supported by a BAE Andover and a Pilatus PC-6B Turbo
Porter transports and four Mil Mi-24 attack helicopters. The Porter was lost after colliding with a 3
metres (10 ft) tall anthill which damaged the plane's landing gear, causing it to crash-land just a few
days after arriving in Zaire.

Wikipedia
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Aeromodeller Departed: Jim Paton - Andrew Longhurst/Chris Redrup

Jim Paton  RIP - 1948 to 2026

Obituary by Andrew Longhurst

I and another Oxford club member
were flying with Jim on Port Meadow on
the morning of 16th July and he was in
fine spirits with his latest 50gopen
rubber model.  This joyful outing
turned out to be the start a bitterly
sad day as he passed away that evening
following a sudden and unexpected
heart failure.
Originally from Liverpool Jim spent his
working life as a GP in the Midlands.
After retirement he focused his
attention on his extended family
together with his twin hobbies of

model aircraft and harpsicord construction of which he built quite a few.  Few people know that
earlier on he spent some time every year helping to run a charity health clinic in Africa.
His daughter is also a GP over in New Zealand and in recent years he would spend the winter
out there having bought a bungalow near the Invercargill beach made famous in the film, “The
Fastest Indian”.

He was an accomplished radio flyer but became ever more interested in free flight. He flew
electric and diesel but his first love was rubber power. Every variation was represented in his
model collection including F1B, modern Coupes, 50g open rubber as well as a huge number of
vintage jobs of every size and shape.

He competed in many competitions over the years with some success. More importantly he was
our cheer leader in Oxford MFC always wanting to get out flying on Port Meadow with his
clubmates. Over the last decade he was my flying buddy and best friend. He was a true
gentleman always willing to help and give advice. No more will we see that succinct email
appearing in our inboxes, “Weather looks good for Friday?”

His favourite film was “Captain Phillips”. If you haven’t seen it, it’s available on Amazon Prime
and elsewhere. It’s great.
Our sympathies go to Margaret, their children and grandchildren.

Andrew Longhurst

Obituary by Chris Redrup

I first met Jim in 2008. A visit to the SAM 1066 August event at Middle Wallop had rekindled
my boyhood interest in free flight and I followed that with a trip to Salisbury Plain one Sunday
to find out what free flight competition was all about.

While I was just looking at the different models and what people were doing, a tall gentleman
approached me and ask if I would “give him a time”. He was flying what I later learned was an
F1G model and he asked me if I was a BMFA member then said “Just start the watch when I
launch it and stop it when it lands.” As soon as he launched the model he shouted, “I am going
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to run after it” and proceeded to run off into the distance! I later learnt that it was Jim Paton
and at that time it was his method of retrieving and keeping fit.
That was the start of a friendship that I value greatly and led to many happy times on the
flying fields.

Although Jim could never be accused of being fiercely competitive, he enjoyed flying
competition models and had his fair share of success in both club and national competitions,
flying mainly rubber.
I persuaded him to join Crookham and nominate it as his lead club where he contributed each
year to our scores in the Plugge event and was always a willing helper for the other team
members.
The record books unfortunately don’t show what I consider to be his best achievement in
competition free flight. We were at the Nationals at Barkston one year and Jim was competing
in the F1G class on the Monday. This was in the days when there were large numbers of
competitors in the class and Jim was having a particularly good day. Having maxed out in the 5
rounds he followed that with a magnificent fly off flight which turned out to be the best score,
but when I (as his timer) took it to the CD I was informed that it wouldn’t count as his 4th

flight had not been recorded!
I was devastated and felt responsible for not checking that the time had been returned, but
Jim just said, “O well, never mind.”

And that sums up Jim. He was a good friend and good company who enjoyed his model flying
but never took it or indeed life, too seriously. He will be greatly missed by us all.

Chris Redrup

R.I.P. Jim

Andrew Longhurst & Chris Redrup
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Indoor Pictorial - John Andrews

As a magazine filler I thought a few indoor duration model pictures from the Indoor Nationals
that were held in a converted salt store at the Boulby potash mine in 2010-2014.

Sorry to say I have no picture ID’s, maybe I can identify one or two.
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Yours truly with bits of my Penny Plane after rescue from the dreaded roof support cables

An F1D, possibly the late John Shaw’s
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Pits area

Pits Area conference

Another F1D
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A motor winding jig

Mark Benns preps his F1B, - the black spot is for visibility & ID when high up.
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I keep an eye on my Gyminnie Cricket and later accept my winners certificate

The late Clive King preps his F1D. He accepts his winners certificate. It was said that he had acquired over 200

Derek Richards & Mark Benns prepare to rescue my Derek returns it undamaged to yours truly
Legal Eagle’ from the dreaded roof support cables. its grateful owner.

‘
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It wasn’t all about flying, there was Saturday Party Night. My late wife Rachel & I about to tuck into desert.

The Saturday evening dinner party

A few pictures to give a flavour of the
three day meetings. It was a spectacular
venue spoilt by the abundance of roof
support cables which claimed quite a few
models, as contact usually meant a slide
down into the central support poles. Very
few models were retrieved intact.
We had five good years at the venue,
happy days.

John Andrews
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Engine Analysis: Super Tigre G.22 - Aeromodeller Aug. 1953
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Aeromodeller August 1953
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Secretary’s notes for August 2026 - Ray Elliott

Since my piece in the July issue of the NC, one contest has been postponed because of extreme
heat. Later, after a prolonged lack of meaningful rain and the resulting dry conditions, the
MOD issued a red fire-risk warning for Salisbury Plain. A similar warning was issued for North
Luffenham. As a result, the FFTC has postponed two Area meetings and the Nationals until
later in the year, although, at the time of writing, the warning for Salisbury Plain has been
downgraded to amber.
Before this, the FFTC had banned the use of fuse DTs because of the possible fire risk.

Although these circumstances may seem unusual, they should probably be seen as a foretaste
of what could become a regular occurrence, given what is known about climate change. Experts
tell us that, as average temperatures rise, weather is becoming more extreme, with greater
variation in maximum and minimum temperatures, wind speeds and rainfall, since warmer air
holds more water.
We sometimes have to cancel or postpone contests because of bad weather, such as wind or
rain, and this is likely to happen more often. Extreme heat and the risk of fire will also lead to
more cancellations and postponements.

Ray Elliott



38

Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Rubber: Sky Rocket - Comet kit from pe-war USA times

Power: Grasshopper by one Mike Beach from an early Model Aircraft mag
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Glider: Finnair Nordic A1

Roger Newman

Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


