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| Pad userst you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
then select open in new tab". You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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SAM1066 2023 AGM - Minutes of the meeting

The AGM was held as a Zoom meeting on 10th Jan 2024. Officers reports had been previously circulated to
who signed up to Zoom to participate.

The Chairman opened the meeting ab.7AMapogies for delayednd@d been received fid@Editor who joined

the meeting during proceedings.

Reports were accepted by the meeting with the following commemntsitiienalr comps affected badly, poor
participation & low entries wasequaence; Accounts & Treasurers Rpmstion from Mike Woodhouse regarding
carry forward of prizes from Croydon Wake Day answered by Hon Treasurer. Accounts as presented accepted b
Hon Treasurer commented that finances were in a tegalthey si@inly to proceeds received from the estate of the
late Lindsey Smith. Hon Treasurer proposed that comp entries & prizes should be free of charge for 2024
unanimously. Membership Secretary’s report accepted by meeting, possibdé wrpkitatiopdate was
commended, any suggestions would be gratefully received..

Library meeting accepted suggestion from Magazine Library Officer to digitise selected copies & plans of recen
MRA (French) magazines, cost approx 80.

Election of Officerall Committee membersleeted except retiring secretary. Ray Elliott proposed as new Secretar
by Ken Brown & seconded by Roy Tiller, accepted by meeting & welcomed in post by Chairman.

Annual Subscriptions; the meeting unfnagoesd that subscriptions for 2024 should remain at no cost.

AOB:

() the Chairman initiated a short discussion on the future activities of the club. It was felt that an alternative
Salisburyl&nArea &ould encourage more flying, particularly if meetings could be a mix of social (fun) flying & c
The difficulty as always, is finding such an alternative. Buckminster was briefly discussed but distance & ri
smallness of site is potentialigtdem. Luffenham could be an possible altetodtéséurther explored, as could
Odiham.

(1) Meeting agreed that joint Croydon / SAM1066 meetings in Spring & Autumn should continue. The Chairman
that consideration is given to possiblaerdnue & postal comps as a means of attracting more entries.

(111 A short discussion on the disposition of trophies indicated that the BMFA probably would not be receptive
more, but Hon Treasurer will contact Doug Hunt to verityelntinescreeting agreed that winner of any comps that
carry a trophy may keep that trophy.

The meeting was then terminated by Zoom time running out. The Chairman has asked that a vote of thanks b
all officers of the Committee.

Officers Reports

SAM1066 Chairman s Report for AGM 2023
As per last year, | started to write this report by looking at what | had written the year before. Thediswthiggtteaitieall
was this sentence:
Whether it was wind, rain or even excessithereag often seemed to be something that popped up in time to put a spanner
the works and | ve desperately missed the chance to get out and have a few days sport flying where vintgenaodels just st
overhead.
No change there then!
For meni isolation it hasn t been a particularly good year following back surgery in February which was a far bigger jol
expected and therefore took much longer to get over than | d hoped. As a result of this my first outdesretyimg of the year
November when one of those lovely, Autumn days turned up on Salisbury Plain. It was great to be back flyimg again and
rekindle some interest.
Going forward into 2024 it would be good to think that we could run a few organisdthpgestimeitop@sts but as | write
this | am at a bit of a loss as to know what format these should take in order to prompt some interest @adédysmdicipation. T
hundreds of us at Middle Wallop are nothing more than a fading memoryl. hadehéf acesss, we just don t have the flyers.
| was communicating with a member the other day and he said that due to health issues he now flies in@oeleatrécquiet flight |
over in Essex. Others are finding it difficult to drive so t@sijearof getting up onto Salisbury Plain is of major concern to
them. There are still the regular BMFA area, area centralised and nationals events so do these alreayingrdajde sufficient
for the needs of our members?
What do you wantir8AM 1066 in the future? Our list of members is now around 330 and whilst, within that, we have nal
those who are no longer with us due to passing on or just retirement from the hobby, | m sure that thiereamebstill a reason:
that fly, sohat can we do to get you out with your models to join us at future meetings? Would postal competitions be a goo
Or is it that you are all quite content to just receive the New Clarion each month? | d really like to know.
SAM 1066 has kept gdmgugh the year much as ever with the New Clarion going out each month. We started the year |
knowledge that Roger Newman was intending to stand down as our long serving secretary but had agreedita stay in the |
willing volunteer hasrb&mind to replace him. | m pleased to say that that has now happened (subject to the approval of tr
attendees).
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So now it s time to thank those that do the work! Editor, John Andrews who puts together the New Clanidacevery month
out tle task admirably as always. Some months he is overburdened with new articles whilst in others he trawls back thrc
editions to find something that is worthy of a second look. You do a great job for us John so thanks tcelnotinged and Rachel
to all those who write for the NC.

Now at the end of his first year, Martin Pike has done a great job of keeping the website up and runningianththe member
order so thank you for that. | was concerned that we would have diffddikey Rafitn s shoes but Martin has just slipped
smoothly into the role.

Nick Peppiatt has once again kept control of our finances and we are still in a healthy state on thatSflanm @es depaited in hi
Thank you to Nick for this work anig &sve Cox for doing the auditing.

Roy Tiller, ably assisted by Barbara, is still busily maintaining the library and we thank you for your cemtidoeatiwork. A re
came in the form of the first 50 editions of the French magazine LeitMbd&léoRerhurtesy of a visitor from France and we
are now in the process and looking at how to make them available to the membership.

And finally to Roger. Over the years he has worked so tirelessly for us. Whether it has been readicgnteat&tiost CAA do
and advising us on its impacts to our hobby or standing on Salisbury Plain in umpteen layers on a cold, reisitgeday keeping s
up to date he s been the man. Thank you so much for all you ve done for SAM 1066 and its phessbdroadatbiv m just
that you |l still be at the end of the phone just in case | need to ask you about something.

So to finish off, $ahope we all have a healthy 2024, higtsityllic flying conditions. Tony Shepherd

SAM1068023 AGM: SecretariReport
A report that is quite short & in truth little different from last year. The weather has been spoiler thlitileggh the year. Very
competition activity, exacerbated by poor weather & inevitably a reduction in numbers participating.
As per last yeArea 8 of Salisbury Plain remains the only viable flying site for competitions in the central south of the count
Indoor flying is seeing a reduction in attendees.
However the New Clarion continues to provide us with a staple & interdstraf momghey information. We owe a great deal
to John & | thank him very much, as indeed | do for all other Committee members who contribute their tingogagnergy to kee
Following the AGM, we should see a new Secretary in post. Plesbgagiveupmort, as you have done for me over the years.

Roger Newman

SAM 1066. INCOME EXPENDITURE AND PETTY CASH ACCOUNTS, 15T OCTOBER 2022 TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 2023
INCOME EXPENDITURE AMOUNT AMOUNT CHQ. No BNK BAL
Date Details Date Details IN our
01/10/2022 Balance carried forward from 2021/22 1170.85
Sales of Lindsey Smith's effects 603.95 1774.80
Post and packaging for sale of above 6.44 1768.36
Sales of Roy Tiller's donations 134.46 1902.82
24/03/2023 Wine prizes Croydon Wakefield day 38.89 1863.93
23/05/2023 Renew Daily linux home pro B6.26 1777.67
14/06/2023 90th Birthday gift for NC editor 73.00 1704.67
05/09/2023 Domain renewal sam1066.org 15.54 1689.13
BALANCE AT BANK 30/09/2023 1689.13
SECRETARY'S CASH ACCOUNT
INCOME EXPENDITURE Amount  Amount
Date Details date Details In out BALANCE
01/10/2022 Balance b/f from 2021/22 31.24
Post and packaging for sale LS effects 5.50
BALANCE IN CASH ACCOUNT 30/09/2023 25.74
Signed
Nick Peppiatt  Treasurer
| have reviewed the SAM 1066 accounts for 2022/2023 as presented to me
and find them accurate.
. .
Signed /SZVH ’ LA,/'\
Davip (, o X

SAM1066 Treasurer s Report for AGM 2023
2023 again sees the SAM1066 accounts in a healthy position, thanks to the generosity of the late Majodtiradigey Smith in tt
of his aeromodelling effects to the Society, as reported last year. The first BMFA auction, last Octobarsytharskecessful for
to Roger Newman s efforts; Lindsey s items raising nearly 400, and the generous donatidlerofaasticiea furtRey Ti
134. Other items from Lindsey s estate have been sold on an ad hoc basis, raising a further just ovewve B@@nkFurther iten
donated as raffle prizes at the Indoor Scale Nationals, an event that Lindsey alwayatiéqrhtGcspatin.
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Unfortunately, as far as model flying contests were concerned, the weather was very much against us. Bothéhe competiti
Easter Croydon Wakefield day and the July Cagnarata were cancelled. The only events hisafitaviciplageainvere on
the Croydon Coupe d&yD&ober 2022, which was very breezy.
As a result, expenditure was limited to that necessary to maintain the SAM1066 website, some wine prizgsidbat were even
for the SAM1066 competitioniseoretent Croydon Coupe de@ctber 2023, and a much deseryéirt®day gift to Our
Esteemed Editor of the New Clarion, John Andrews.
With the current healthy state of the accounts, membership of the society can remain free, asrgan competition ent
Many thanks to Dave Cox for reviewing the accounts as presented.

Nick Peppiatt

Website and Membership Secretary Report AGM 2023
Goodness, a whole year has passed. | had some success in electric outdoor scale, and wasijnoe¢pest odabitiotasses
| enteredthe standard was very high.
The website has been maintained, but not overhauled. The current format is dated, but functional. The esreertbcould be tra
a more modelwoking site. Do people feel that wadtratire members?
The New Clarion appears as if by magic eactharkstldohn. The usual access is via the website, but this month | had to sen
it out by email. Do you have a preference?
If an email address is not used for a long time, anebsadalls sent back. | do not know if that member has a different address
or has died. If you know of the latter, do send me a message, | don t want to upset the relatives.

MartinPike

DBHL (Magazines) Report to Committee on y&&ar 20
This year the library has spent money on book purchases to enhance the collection which has reduced thd working funds 1
Donations of magazines and books to the library this year have included a most welcome set of the French magazine |
Reedit d Avion from issue No 1 to No 50, which are now stored in archive boxes together with other, rather later, copies o
These magazines have been listed on my working copy of the spreadsheet Magazines held and the plans in the mag
been listed in my working copy of the spreadsheet Plans in magazines | expect to have these spreadsttptis ready for f
ourwebmaster, for the usual annual update of the spreadsheets on the website, during first quarter 2024.
A quick look at the usual magazine and plan websites found only MRA issue No. 1 to be availabteraithgndhd Bo. 1
sample check of 10 ofpfhes found none. It must be conclude that both the magazines and the plans are quite rare, certainly
easily accessible resource.
It has been suggested that we scan these magazines such that they are readily available to our mesickedrsnT banks to ad
retiring Secretary and our Editor, a satisfactory, and not too time consuming, procedure for this scannird) ha®bleen determir
expect to complete this scanning by mid to late 2024.
The magazines from issue number 10 to 50 Inokssleaert plan.
None of the plans have title boxes or indication of magazine issue date or No. and some have no identifying name wt
Identification of the model name, designer etc. often relies on reference to the associated magazine.
In lighof the rarity of these plans it may not be wise to risk them in the post. This and the lack of clear i@gmstiféeatton on the pl
me to suggest that | have then scanned by my local copy shop who have quote a price of 1.80 per plarofid scanning. T
copy the files to a mobile hard drive unit and/or provide a link for their download.
I will await the Committee decision on the scanning of the plans and advice on where the scanned files bkthtamsagazines an
should be sent in order teerttedn readily available to members.

Roy Tiller

SAM1068023 AGM: DBHL Library Report

DBHL (Magazines) Report 2023
As my previous repthi§ year the library has spent money purchasing some books to enhance the colletticcedtiheh has
working funds to  5.21.
Donations of magazines and books to the library this year have included a most welcome set of the French magazine |
Reduit D Avion from issue No 1 to No 50.
Look at the SAM 1066 Website. Click on DavidtBgédrilbtary and then Magazines held to see the Excel chart with a
of the magazines held, and the gaps in the collection. If you can help to fill any of the gaps please get in touch.

Roy Tiller

DBHL (Plans) Library Report 2023
Minimal activity on the pdf plan request front, a sure sign that people are building less. However througlhéssogesr, a dialog
forged with the Bergamo Club in Italy, who have an extensive digital litth@goohrotfgies of Paolo Rossi (Secretary) the
content has been made freely available for on line downloading of a wide variety of magazines, plans & pwitlications conc
Aeromodelling. Links have been published in the New Clarion as appropriate.
A few members have taken up a recent offer to request the complete DBHL plan library on a memory stickfewxhich is good
remains open to all.

Roger Newman
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Australia 1993, Martin Dilly steadies the
wnding tube of the 90 span Wakefield prior to
the 1st round.

Flight time 2.59!
| finished 11th. We got gold in the team
placings.
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T OPICAL. T O WISTS

by pylonius
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Lost Cause

‘We trust that the bod who lost his
large R/C modcl into the blue,
without first providing it with the
customary ‘“if found ” label, was
able to control his emotions better
than his departed model. Anyway,
the incident docs remind us how
essential that label is ; in fact, it is
discourteous to leave it off. After all,
the lucky finder is always curious to
know how far the model travelled

but was understandably discouraged
by the endless processions of Everest
explorers scrambling all over the
flying area. Now that things have
quietened down a bit in the area he
can at last lay out his lines in peace.

Having been given this warning,
the future Everest explorer should
not be unduly surprised if he hears a
stentorious voice thundering across
the glacier : * Mind those abomin-
able lines!™

Topleal Tuidts

before it became his property, and in
the case of a large R/C model it can
be more than discourteous, it can be
downright cruel.

The finder of a reasonably small
model can at least get some fun out
of the thing, even if it’s only a matter
of gliding it down from the bedroom
window, but a large R/C model can
be a positive embarrassment. The
kids start crying because it is too
heavy to chuck about, there’s no
room in the garden shed to store it,
and any suggestion of lumbering the
thing round to the nearest police
station is met with wifely hysterics at
the thought of getting mixed up with
the police. How much more human
would it have been to have put an
owner’s tag on the thing. Relieved
of his suffering the finder would be
on the doorstep in no time at all,
aglow with the expectancy of a large
fat reward. And, who knows. some
worthwhile odds and ends might be
salvaged from the wreckage.

Large Order

From the Himalayan Foothills
comes a letter asking this journal to
recommend a suitable engine for use
on control line models at a height of
6,000 feet. Now, since our model
engines are a little on the small side
for this sort of line length no doubt
the enquiry will be duly forwarded
to one of the larger jet manufacturers.

Even so, it’s encouraging to
hear that our old friend, the Abomin-
able Snowman, has been bitten by the
model bug. Possibly he would have
tried his hand at the game years ago

Flying Scotsmen

We are informed that next vear's
biggest spot of homely fun will be
the newly instituted Scottish Rally.
Thus, model flying, which used to be
an old couthern tradition, has moved
to the rugged northern wastes in
search of pastures new, or, come to
that, any pastures at all. Down
couth, rallies have become little more
than static exhibitions on pocket
handkerchief airfields (though even
these are not to be sneezed at) with
just an occasional bod sending up a
sacrificial model as a sort of defiant

gesture.
Now with the emphasis having
shifted mnorth of the border, a

crushing answer is provided to all
those sly, Sassenach digs about the
primitive state of life in the Land of
the Thistle. More and more ““ Macs ™
are banding themselves into MACG;,
and all the feverish model heaving has
given a new significance to the
Highland fling. Most types of model
can now be seen flitting over the
burns and braes, but, naturally,
there is evidence of a strong pre-
ference for free flight.

Which raises another point. It is
generally believed that thermals
cannot survive in the rigorous Scottish
climate, but it is now known that a
hardy species, able to survive without
direct sunlight, were imported from
an airfield near Manchester. So
active have they become that the
more modest of the kilted Scotsmen
have been obliged to flcut tradition
by affecting underwear. Another
indication of their abounding vigour
is that Scots modellers are now

seeking forms of D/T fuse other than
the popular lamp wick. A necessary
step since the acute shortage of wick
has been responsible for a serious
decline in Scottish model building—
well, it’s not so easy by candlelight.

Tail-Enders

Since modellers have given up
using undercarriages in favour of
collapsible bits of bent wire, the
r.o.g.-ing business has been getting
completely out of hand. Providing
you are not crude enough to give
the model a too obvious shove you
can get away with almost anything ;
even in this country, where, unlike
some others, the stringent system of
eliminators precludes anyone getting
into the team merely by using a
little push.

Sleight of hand methods vary, of
course. The praying mantis type
of release is as popular as any : a
ritualistic flurry of hands so mes-
merises the timekeeper that a waist
high launch is readily achieved by
the more adept. For the really
ambitious, who aspire to a full,
shoulder high launch, it is necessary
to have a retracting mechanism of
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such complexity that sufficient helpers
can be called upon to completely
obscure the model from the time-
keepers. The procedure calls for
careful organisation, since all helpers
must be at least six feet in height and
trained to rise from the crouching to
vertical position at one and the same
time.

Of course, we might again remind
the bent wire brigade that, in the
event of a disqualification, they
wouldn’t have a leg to stand on.
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John Andrews
&
The GIPSY'’s curse

Well hello folks, | thought | might inflict something a little more up to
date onto your goodselves in the shape of a blow by blow commentary on
the contest John Andrews versus Bill Dean’s Gipsy.

First a bit of recent background of myself. Seriile decay being what it
is, my chrohological memory of more recent events is more than suspect.
When | took eaﬂy retirement in, | think, 1992 | was still a radio flyer, more in
theory than in practice and with my new found freedom | was soon very
active but three or four models later and interest waned. However during
this period | had taken my grandson to the freeflight nationals and had
awakened my old love of open rubber. | built a couple, re-met Peter Martin
who introduced me to vintage, built a Senator, and was looking for a
vintage Wakefield. The local hardware/model shop had closed down and
one of my radio clubmates had picked up a KielKraft Gipsy kit and |
eventually took it off his hands, vintage Wakefield here | come.

! opened the box and inspected the contents, | think | had got me a
late Friday afternoon kit for, having read somewhere about wood selection
and matching stripwood, | supported the 1/8th strip on the end of the bench
looking for matching bend and stiffness for longerons. All the stnps were
different so what the hell, | grabbed four that looked the same colour and
started to build. Historically i did not build from kits or plans so vintage with
its specific designs does not gel with my make it up as you go along
methods. The first thing | did not like was the splice in the lower longerons
with doubler reinforcement. |1 built it that way cos its vintage but left to my
own devices | would have put the doubler up the front where the undercart
is. The 12 swg Kit fixed undercart was replaced with plug in alloy tubes and
14 swg legs, the plan said 14 swg anyway. The only real problem with the
build was the cabin glazing, on the Senator | had dodged the issue by using
white tissue. | failed completely with the Gipsy, the kit window was ruined
in short order with cement and cyno all over the place and the replacement
met the same fate. | chickened out, fitted a few stringers and black tissued
it. The final item was the prop, the kit had the part shaped saw cut blank
which | used and although it finished up with very little helical twist it had
nice big paddle ends.

Next step trimming, lord knows how old the kit was but there was
about 12 yds of black rubber in the box so | made up a 12 x 1/4
pretensioned motor. Why | only used 12 strands | don’t know, the last
Wakefield | flew before rubber restrictions came in was a 4 ft fuselage with
a motor of 16 strands of 1/4 weighing 5 ozs and 24 inch prop. Needless to
say the GIPSY'’s performance left more than a little to be desired but basic
timming was accomplished without difficulty. Round one to JA.

Realising the 12 strahd motor was useless and not being one to take
small steps | moved up to Tan il 16strands x 1/4 weighing in at 100
gms.(there aint no substitute for altitude and to my simple mind rubber is
altitude) Performance changed dramatically, to quote from my flight
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logbook (don’t you just hate people who are organfsed?) “Warwick 9th.May
98, breezy, Gipsy 300tums, added downthrust, spin on wing tip 2 circles
then stalled, glide looks OKAwide turn.” This was the first sign of Gipsy

resistance. Next log entry © Warwick 19th.Aug 16 x 1/4 400T, tight power
turn needs 1/32 left side thrust.” Round two drawn.

Luffenham 30th. August 98, first competition. Flight 1 only 700 tums
text book flight 3-40 D/T. Flight 2 700T spin on wing tip 2 circles (where
had | read that before) climbed away hooked lift again, D/T, ahother max.
When | set up camp | had the good fortune? to park alongside John Billam
and you know John he’ll talk to anybody. Incidentally this was my first visi
to Luffenham and it was before we entered by the backdoor. The following
year | really thought my luck was in when | was met at the gate by a
gorgeous uniformed female of the species who politely informed me of the
rear entrance. | didn’t argue, | had seen the sub-machine gun strapped
across her boscm. Sonry, first digression, not too bad though. Flight 3
John had been taking interest in my progress and suggested that | skew the
wing slightly to advance the R/H wing equivalent to wash-in, this | duly did
and wound up for flight 3, thinking fly-off here | come. Now Mr. Billam had
all the gear, pols, streamer and temperature indicator and he offered to
indicate the right time to launch. Who was | not to take advantage of his
vast experience, | waited, this looks OK says John and off goes the GIPSY.
As | watched her zoom up into @ monumental stall it suddenly occurred to
me that | had already put 1/32 left sidethrust to open up power tum before
skewing the wing on John's advice (we all know you don’t make two
adjustments at the same time). Muggings had dipped out big time, the
GIPSY helicoptered about and tumed in something under two minutes.
Round three, early léad by JA but late come back by GIPSY, round drawn.

 The next competition outing was late ‘98 at Wallop, probably Croydon
Wakefield Day and the GIPSY began to get sneaky. | wound up for the first
flight, the usual conservative 700T and becavse the wind had swung round
! had to walk a long way out to the centre of the field to launch. The
freewheel mechanism | use is a pivoted bar on the side of the prop with a
single bar on the prop shaft and as ! walked across the field the pivot bar on
the prop was being pushed into the prop and it gave way. BANG!, the front
end disintegrated, the spinning prop shaft took a few bits out of the ends of
my fingers and | dropped the writhing mass onto the deck. After a few
seconds the death throws subsided and the prop had retreated down the
fuselage and stopped at the cabin. Round four to the GIPSY hands down.

It took a while but | rebuilt the front end and ‘99, looking through the
flight logbook (still recording) saw me messing about with open rubber.
This meant a certain amount of rebuilding as I'm a bit bumble fisted, |
actually set fire to one of my 36" jobs lighting the D/T. | just saw the flame
on the tailplane, tried to snatch it off too late, the fuselage was away but |
just managed to smash it in half and saved the wing. | could not believe the
heat, the rubber at the rear was actually burning and all in about three or
four seconds. | digressed again didn’t . Trimming sessions seemed to be
the order of the day for the GIPSY through ‘99 and all entries in the logbook
seemed to finish up " OK but”. The best entry finished up with what could
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be described as a definite maybe, quote “500T Bang on tnim? a bit less
tumm”. | think that about sums up round five, drawn.

Wallop 16th.April 2000 was the next attempt at competition, first flight
700T launch and away goes GIPSY with a rocket climb to about 100ft. then
BANG!, the prop had retreated into the fuselage again (Don't think the
GIPSY likes Wallop). There followed a-lovely falling leaf descent and a
flight time of 1 minute plus. The freewheel was still OK as | had reinforced
the prop with a piece of ply, so | can only assume the long motor had
bunched and knocked some spacers out of the front or was it the GIPSY'’s
curse. Round six GIPSY

The front end was rebuilt again and 11 days later logbook entry states
“475T OK may need R sidethrust”. Barkston was the next comp with no
more trimming, three flights but only one max. | was still only using 700
turns where my tumns table from CLARION Apl ‘96 indicates 850 but having
dropped the first flight with a 2-15 | just went through the motions to finish.
The GIPSY was obviously getting heavier, the rocket climb was still there to
a good height but uniess the air was good the GIPSY was gliding
somewhat bricklike. I think | read somewhere this is a characteristic of flat
bottomed tapered wings. Round seven drawn.

The eighth and final round was this years Euro Champs at Wallop, |
made a few check flights and the glide turn was a bit tight. There was a
strip of 1/8 on the fin and | was progressively trimming it away to no
apparent effect which, as it turned out, was quite likely as the 1/8 strip was
on the left side of the fin and | fly right right so | was just making things
worse. However muggins hadn’t noticed this and as the event required
ROG | thought I'd better try one. Off goes GIPSY up to about 10ft. or so
then the good old 2 turns spinning on wing tip (seen that before) then flew
into the ground flat. Not fo be beaten | set about rectification and there
followed a senies of repairs and check flights with each successive flight
revealirlg yet another fault. The faults in tum were: tissue and spacer
damage, cracked prop hub, tom out U/C. Each fault was rectified in tum
and the test flight would reveal the next fault. The final undercart fault was
a real challenge, the plug in legs were spread outside the fuselage and
rubber banded in place over the top. What a mess but time was running
out and the GIPSY was wound up and | prepared to take-off. Final mistake,
| tried to ROG off the grass, wobbly U/C snagged grass, prop clipped the
deck, broke, motor cut loose and fuzz evaporated. The wing and tail
bowled off downwind leaving the writhing ball of tissue rubber and piano
wire dancing about in the grass. Cremation of the meagre remains
followed. GIPSY wins by KO in the eighth.

~ This was supposed to be a one page Clarion filler, but | tend to go on
a bit don’t I. | trust you managed to get this far cos | am not beaten yet I've
built a new fuselage and timming has already started and I'm prepanng for
the retumn fight. | intend to use less rubber and seek out thermals next year
as | am not convinced of my GIPSY’s capabilities without assistance. If you
see a big guy, with Gipsy in hand, wearing a red shirt, floppy white hat,
gore-blimey trousers and standing nose in the air with legs apart, that will
be me sniffing for thermals not bodily odours.

g-4 ¢ Eps
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An interesting type of
international model air-
craft contest has been
developing of late which
affords the participants

Decentralited
International
Contests

much interesting sport without involving them in the
heavy expenditure normally associated with contests

of an international character. It also results in
pleasant and entertaining individual contacts and
the opportunity of exchanging ideas which adds
greatly to its attraction.

In these contests certain British clubs have con-
tacted a club in a foreign country and arranged a
contest for a specific type of machine, the actual
flying being carried out on each club’s own ground
on the same day, and the results subsequently
exchanged, much after the style of the S.M.A.E.
decentralised contests.

The first of these which came to our notice was
one between the Pharos Club and the Cleveland
Balsa Butchers some years ago which resulted in a
win for Pharos. Now we learn of two more similar
contests which have taken place recently.

First of all, the Reading Flying Dutchman’s Club
of Pennsylvania, U.S.A., invited the Reading and
District M.A.C., of Berkshire, to send models for
proxy flying in the Rubber and Power events held
in connection with their Bi-Centenary celebrations.

The Reading (Berks) Club decided to send two
models over by air and the rubber model selected
was a *“ Contestor ”* constructed by Hugh Macphee
which had distinguished itself by qualifying for the
Wakefield “100 " but failed to get into the final team
at Fairlop.

The rubber contest was of an open type admitting
a wide selection of types ranging from lightweights
to Wakeficlds and the model was handled in the
contest by Robert A. Gable with considerable success.

Starting cautiously until he had the measure of our
British rubber, he returned the following performance,
to win the contest :—

1st Flight, 1 min. 50 sec. (500 turns).
ond Flight, 2 min. 10 sec. (700 turns).
grd Flight, 10 min. out of sight (1,000 turns).

The result of the contest was promptly sent over
the radio, and the permanent trophy has now
reached this country safely."

In recognition of his effort, the “ Contestor ™ has
been presented to Robert A. Gable.

The latest contest of this nature to be reported to
us is one between the Croydon Club and the Utrecht
Flying Club, of Holland. This was held on successive
days at Epsom Downs, Surrey, on Sunday, October
24th, and at Utrecht on Saturday, October 23rd, in
weather which was far from good. The result was a
comfortable win for Croydon with a total of 1,755.2
sec. to Utrecht’s 492 sec.

We learn that the Croydon Club, who are our
National Champions, have made all the members of
the “ Thermal Thumbers,” of Los Angeles, the
American Champions, members of the club and that
they are expecting to engage in a contest during the
coming season.

These friendly contests add greatly to the interest
of the clubs’ activities, in addition to cementing long-
distance friendships, and can do nothing but good.

We hope other clubs will follow this example and
we shall be pleased to assist contacts where this is

‘desired.

The Area Scheme of the
rea S..\I.A.E.d lr:-:mtinues to
grow steadily and we are
E)Mofzment pleased to be able to
announce that the South Midland Area has been
successfully launched and shows evidence of develop-
ing into a very healthy group.

The inaugural meeting was held in the Central
Library, Luton, on Saturday, December 11th, when
a team of temporary officers was clected to run the
Area business until such time as the various clubs in
the group have had the opportunity of getting to
know each other more thoroughly and thus able to
assess the value of their respective members eligible
for duty as officers. i

As over 40 per cent. of the clubs in the Area are
already affiliated to the Society, it starts in a strong
position and it should not be long before this new
limb of the Society asserts itself both on the field and
on the Council.

The Society of Model
Acronautical  Engineers
are again co-operating in

E. ops the organisation of the
Enhibition Model Aircraft Section at

The Model Engineer Exhibition, which will be held
at the New. Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster,
London, S.W.1, from the 17th-27th August, 1949.

Last vear over 100,000 model enthusiasts came to
the Exhibition. which provides an unrivalled oppor-
tunity for model craftsmen to show their work. It is,
therefore, important that the Model Aircraft Section
should be well supported in order to uphold the status
of the movement. This year the S.M.A.E. is to
make a special effort to encourage its affiliated clubs
to send in entries, particularly for the Club
Championship. ;

Full details of the model aircraft classes will shortly
be announced and all enquiries should be addressed
to the Exhibition Manager, The Aodel Engineer
Exhibition, 23, Great Queen Street, London, W.C.2.

“ Jbe Model
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From I, Jon Markovitz s Halberstadt D.II,
Steve Haines SEb5a and DH 6.

o

PetelSmart BE, John Winfield s Fokker D.VII Peter Bhart s BE2e, Mike Stuart sDH5

and Junkers D.1. and Dave King s Fokker D.VIII.

Dave King s B.A.T. Monoplane, Chris Brainwood s Sopwith Pup and SE5a
your scribe s BAT Baboon and Lurk s BE2c.
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Irather liked Ray Goodenough s Flier Phil s Flier,

Mike Stuart s winning 83®aBi

Plan published in AeroModeller,

December 1973ut, unfortunately, it didn t! Plan in the IVCMAC book.

’

[}

—_?-

\\ "




NS

j 8O0f=p23~°2 += J22°25@32-LHMBx§E+2| =pug2! =p2 £ £=e~§n
E+f££=«-¢£2=®! -2-=8-=ffcb=TNFK=j - =£-2°. =cp~t=~=¢c£~2
AE° . j-CEaaf° | =+££=0~- +=CE£28Y¥! 203 ®PREB+EF =Y =« E=t&];

MIC.“k Langford s SAAB Viggen - Paul Masterman s'\./lklng '(plan in IVCMAC book)

(plan from Meccano Magazine, May 1967). and your scribe s FeatherFly.
g 8xt=«-CE£2 =~ | 8£ £C=¥--C¢C=0o2 822 =NMQUQEFEI2=@®*2 || &~ ¥ 22|
3¥a. =(¢C3 [ ©0C28-¥| =¥~8-£¢C=~=213"°@®°8§+8-¥GHXKR E£E£E?2F ~an=R-£8 ~
O~ =«~C£=] 8§+=@®°-®E£22af£°= a~¢f£+t=0°-«=-£=-0=] §+=. -

1
|
V-¥3°2m-2ca. = %ES =f2=2 | F222 Po-gL£ =L’ £=«~C£=0° - «=

c-°2:i-«§ﬂ¥:§ﬂ¢--°:£'£ﬂzi
ql! £=218°¢=_jcr=p-32!=]8¢28~a¢=f-¢--°=C@E£8X¥=hHTE2OMO
§-=2 ) £=2~°¥f£=t . j-« E£=i £8%23°£="£-2°£=p@® FRa-=2e=¢ 2 GFE!
c323=¢Cf£2a2=8§f2xmi3 ¢=--=2]£=_jcr=pt §2 £
jchr=p-32!=j8¢8~a¢=f-¢--°=c?j AN¥=pf2L+2 +¥E=h~EK
Nt=8§-=®° £ 8§-3+=.£~°%2=2]£°L£IUBEY =2 £=-¢CxBICE§ " £rd aF
g 8x=8x=~==8j£=) ~3383=~¢=£ £-2]| =%2-=R2E~+t£=~22£5¢=8§

KSmMER®S§ ~ 2 2

“It’s a noise complaint”




February, 1954

Cries of “Shame”!

A recent press release
on behalf of the Avro
firm gives interesting -
statistics in respect of
aircraft apprenticeships.
Of the 70-80,000 boys.
leaving school each
term-end, a large num-
ber seek training in the
aviation world, and it is.
getting to be as difficult
to obtain an apprentice~

* ship as it can be to get
into some of the better
known public schools..

Heard at the Hangar Doors

An Annual Spree

Held once again at the famous “Horseshoe
Hotel,” the 1953 S.M.A.E. Annual Dinner and
Prizegiving repeated its success of former years; in
fact this annual function seems to be achieving
such popularity that more and more non-modellers
are attracted to the Tottenham Court Road venue,
to the possible exclusion of actual members! It
would appear that some form of selection will have
to be introduced in future, as the demand for
tickets this time far exceeded the number of seats.

Such sardining did not affect the spirits of the
jolly crowd attending, and it is probable that some
learnt new ways of getting a spoonful of jelly to the
right opening by studying the amazing contortions
of one of the cabaret turns! (We have not yet
succeeded in lighting a cigarette by means of our
pedal digits, but have high hopes of adding this
feat to our abilities in time for the new flying season.
What a useful attribute to be able to light the
d/t fuse whilst still fully occupying the hands with
putting on the turns!)

In the unfortunate absence of Sir Sidney Camm
and S/Ldr. Neville Duke, who were to have been
guests of the evening, Miss Barwood of the Royal
Aeronautical Society presented the growing list of
“hardware” to the successful 1953 competitors.
Speeches were happily brief and to the point, and
the evening passed all too quickly for all concerned

in dancing, etc.—the ‘‘etc.” covering all those

activities found where the breed Homo Aero-
muddulus congregates.

(Note: ’Orrible ’Orace, our tame office boy,
suggests that here is the opportunity to introduce
a further Area Eliminator, with the top 259%
qualifying for their places by virtue of a public
demonstration of their gastronomic abilities. ““‘Fuse-
lage” cross sections would have to be below a given
dimension, and processing—particularly of wetted
area—should be most diverting!)

Avro’s received thousands of applicants—the
“short list” was 1,500—for 130 wvacancies in
1954. We mention this because Mr. Lomas, head
of Avro’s training schemes, ascribes the boys’
interest in aircraft to parental influence, a statement
which, we respectfully submit, is unutterable
balderdash, as any of the country’s thousands of
aeromodellers will tell him. Parents may encourage
their children when they express a wish to apply
for an apprenticeship—after all, the aircraft
industry has a future—but the interest is already in.
existence and is largely so, we are convinced,
because of the tremendous growth in aeromodelling:
activities in recent years. Most model flying clubs.
have had several members secure apprenticeships.
in the full-size world, and nearly every aircraft
factory has a very strong model club. T'o name but
four, what about De Havilland, Bristol, Vickers<
Armstrong and (sssh!) Avro? We suggest Mr, Lomas.
firstly reads the following paragraph concerning
Sir Frank Whittle’s earlier days; and secondly he
has a word with the present Avro apprentices,
who will no doubt assure him of the great part
aeromodelling played in their introduction to
aviation.

Passing of a Pioneer

The sudden death was reported on Wednesday,
9th December, of Mr. C. G. Grey, founder and
former editor of the Aeroplane. Born in 1875, he
became one of the earliest members of the staff of
the Autocar, and in 1909 accepted joint editorship
of a penny weekly called Aero. In 1911, with the
co-operation of Sir Victor Sassoon, the Aeroplane
came into being, and C. G. Grey remained editor
until 1939. From 1912 onward much of the F. T.
Jane All the World's Airships (later changed to
Aireraft) was compiled in the Aeroplane offices,
until an unfortunate caption compelled Grey’s
resignation from the editorship in 1941, In addition
to being Air Correspondent for several well-known.
papers, Grey wrote a number of historical and
technical aviation books; although he never
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appreciated model aircraft enough to allow them
any space in his columns, he was not unfamiliar
with them—in fact, Harry Hundleby recalls
employing C. G. Grey as an assistant when flying
a glider at a G.T.C. demonstration in 1941! With
his death, aviation has lost one of its most loyal
champions, a man who, perhaps, did more than
any other to bring aircraft into the layman’s home,

Unsolicited Testimonial

A review of the recent publication “Jet,” by
A.Cdre. Sir Frank Whittle, K.B.E,, C.B,, F.R.S.,
appears this month in our book review columns,
and we feel that the following quote, with due
acknowledgments to the author, will interest all
modellers, especially those younger enthusiasts who
have yet to convince their parents of the value of the
hobby. The writer, who surely needs no introduction,
refers to his early R.A.F. days at Cranwell (1923-6)
and states:

“My dislike of the strict discipline and barrack-
room life was tempered by my association with the
Model Aircraft Society.... It would be difficult
to over-emphasise the importance of the Model
Aircraft Society on my ssbsequent career, partly
because of the absorption of the large amount of
aircraft engineering knowledge which went with it,
and partly because my abilities in model making
compensated in the eyes of authority for certain
shortcomings in other directions. There is little
doubt that my model work had much to do with
the fact that I.was one of the five apprentices to be
awarded cadetships at the R.A.F. College ....”

Sir Frank then goes on to describe a team project,
a 10 ft. 6 in. power job fitted with a petrol motor
- made by a laboratory assistant named Westbu
(surely the renowned Edgar T.?), and the failure of
the plugs during an attempted demonstration before
a high-ranking audience draws the remark: “Possibly
my strong prejudice against piston engines dates
from this event.” The Editor, incidentally, clearly
remembers seeing this model under construction
during: a model meeting at Cranwell in that
year.

Wright Brothers Jubilee Exhibition

A special exhibition commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the first successful flight by the
‘Wright aeroplane is running at the Science Museum
and remains open until approximately the beginning
of March.

It should be of great interest to aeromodellers
as there are models, books, aeronatitical relics and
diagrams displayed, illustrating early contemporary
thoughts and ideas on powered flight by a man-
carrying machine; and how this was ultimately
achieved by Wilbur and Orville Wright on the
17th’ December, 1903. A series of 16 large, and in
some cases dramatic photographs, emphasises the
many hazards faced by the early aeronautical
pioneer. Amongst the exhibits is one that will be
familiar to “AEROMODELLER” readers—the original
painting by our cover artist C. Rupert Moore of
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the Wright brothers’ historic flight; this painting
was, incidentally reproduced on the front cover of
our June 1945 issue. &

Facts of interest about the Wright brothers’
flight make interesting reading. Apparently the
two brothers tossed a coin as to who should have
the privilege of being the world’s first power
driven aviator and Orville won. Wilbur ran along-
side and steadied the wingtip until the machine
became airborne. Their power plant they made
themselves, and consisted of a four cylinder in-line
water-cooled petrol motor, that developed some
12 h.p. Airframe of the machine was constructed
of ash and spruce, covered with rubberised cotton
fabric. Almost an aeromodelling job, in fact!

Hours of opening at the exhibition are as follows:
weekdays:—10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays’ 2.30 p.m.
to 6 p.m.

A New Trophy _

For many years we have felt it an embarrassment
when the annual prizegiving of the S.M.A.E, only
called upon certain of the Trials winners to receive
a tangible token of their prowess. For many years,
only the winner of the Wakefield section received
acknowledgment through the Premier Shield,
donated in 1936 by the late F. R. Barnard, Esq.,
and in 1950 the “AEROMODELLER” presented a
trophy for annual award to the top man each year
in the A/2 Trials for model gliders.

This still left the best Power man “out in the
cold,” and the Model Aeronautical Press Ltd. have
now rectified this condition by presenting the silver
gilt trophy depicted to the S.M.A.E. for annual
award to the top man in the Power contests staged
to pick the team to represent Great Britain in.the
increasingly popular World Contests.
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In the beginning

Not many people can claim sixty years of unbroken membership of a hobbies club — but
Impington Village College Model Aeroplane Club can boast of a number of members who have
been around since the beginning. One of those members is Terry King who was among Ray
Malmstrom’s art pupils when the Model Air Squadron was formed by “Commanding Officer”
Ray in |946.Terry tells us what it was like building and flying models in those far-away days.

was | |-years old when | started

my secondary school career at
Impington Village College during
September 1945 — the same day
that Ray began his 40 year
association with the building as an
art teacher.

| was not aware of Ray's interest
in aeromodelling until that fateful
day when | was seen reading a copy
of the Aeromodeller magazine in
one of his art classes. Ray
challenged me for not paying
attention and asked in his booming
voice, “What have you got there
boy?" Shyly | admitted that it was
the latest copy of the magazine.
With a nod of approval, Ray just
said, “Carry on reading lad, it will
do you some good”.

My interest in aeromodelling was
kindled the previous year when |

The “Commanding Officer’ stands by his
caravan, named Vagabond at Dales
Barn, Barton, where many early models
were built.

had watched models being flown on
fields behind my house. It soon all
became clear to me why Ray
disappeared from time to time into
a store room at the back of the art
class after setting us a task that
would take half an hour or so. One
day on some pretext or another |
walked into the store room and
saw Ray carving a balsa propeller.
This encounter was to be the start
of a long friendship.

In early 1946 Ray invited all those
interested in starting a model club
at the college to a meeting after
school in the art room. At this
meeting the Club was formed and
is still going strong.

First ever one minute

I remember when one of Ray’s
rubber models did his first ever
one minute flight. It occurred in a
field behind the caravan at Histon
which was his temporary home. |
held the model while he piled on
the turns of the rubber motor. His
delight was very vocal. As with all
his modelling he had a passion and
enthusiasm which he passed on to
us young brood of aeromodellers.

From Histon, he moved his
caravan to a site at Barton. His
encouragement and help was
always at hand. | cycled frequently
to Barton with my latest creation
under my arm and always | received
the warmest of welcomes.

On a number of occasions |
helped Ray with his test flying. |
remember the day he test flew his
Mimi biplane. The ED Baby motor
was started up and away the model
went spiralling ever higher on a full
tank of fuel. Ray realised he could

Ray holds his out of this world looking
Voltam design while Terry King holds
Long John and an own design on the
steeply sloping hill at Harlton.

lose his new creation, so away we
went across the fields in hot
pursuit. Ve eventually found Mimi,
which was to become one of Ray's
most successful designs, sitting
among sugar beet. Whenever | see
a Mimi flying at a meeting, the sight
always brings back memories of
that early adventure.

The Club was often invited to
give flying demonstrations at village
fetes where we flew rubber, glider
and the odd Jetex thrown in. Ray
took great pleasure in arranging
these events and the sight of
models flying out of the fields and
into the trees always caused
amusement among the spectators.
They were such carefree days with
no noise, health and safety or
insurance worries. Happy
memories!
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