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Editorial

I received the following email in response to Martin Pikes model query last issue.
Just a couple of observations from the January clarion
The fuselage needing identifying is a Gutteridge trophy winner by Norman Blacklock, not sure
about the wings though.
Cats Whisker, I built one when the plan was featured in Flying Model Designer and Constructor,
flew it at MW, however it wasn’t consistent, too much hassle so I soon changed back to
Senators and Victoria Parkers.
I built a comet Aeronca as well about the same time, no DT!! It’s been rotting away somewhere
northeast of MW since the early 90.s
Hope this helps. Mike Hollamby (ex Rubber Nekker of Clarion infamy!!)

Well guys the 2025 competition season will soon be upon, us well upon you anyway, and please
write a few comments about your activities, perhaps with a picture or two.

What is there for you lot to contemplate over in this issue?

 First up the CAA regulations summary issued by the BMFA.
 Some comments by Palhe Pierre concerning the picture published in Roger Newman’s

article last month.
 Articles were a bit slow coming in for this issue so once again I dug up one of my Articles

published in the old ‘Paper Back Clarion’ in September 2003.
 Pylonius gives us his views on new slim models brought about by x section rules. He

comments on a Jet engine and highlights the current trend for R/C flyers’ pursuing
distance records.

 Peter Watt follows up his last article with the Russian ‘Thunderscreech’, said to be the
noisiest aircraft ever produced. Also a weird miniature prone piloted fighter.

 News Review from 1950 reports on the SAME area set-up and observes that
organisation is getting slack. The RAFMA is mentioned as strengthening. In answer to
criticism, the restructuring of the SAME annual dance and prize-giving, is proposed to
give more time for dancing.

 Tony Shepherd advises us of yet another model build, not the he needs anymore. After
contemplation it turned out be a refurb of a ‘Jimp’ he had on hand.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors from 1955 uses most of page 1 with detailed description of
size modifications to PAAYLOAD Dummies, and details of the forthcoming Scottish
Festival of Model Aviation. There are pictures of model aviation postage stamps.

 I dip into my picture files from 1915 to make up an article.
 Nick Peppiatt, report 84, writes on The Xmas Trinity Indoor meet with picture of a

good collection of ‘Elves’.
 I publish the conclusion of the Zeppelin articles.
 Roger Newman sends us his North Wales report.
 Roy Tiller digs again into our Archives, the fate of which is a topic for the AGM.
 Next up are Rogers Plans for the Month.
 A report on our Zoom AGM.
 Wrapping up with the ‘Secretary’s Notes for February 2025.
 There follows Events and Notices.

Editor
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Latest Model Flying Regulations - BMFA
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BMFA
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French Connection - Pailhe Pierre

Text translated by Word from Pierre’s email

Excuse me for writing to you in French, my English is too bad for me to write...

You published (Clarion November) a photograph of a grandfather launching a model.

This photo is known in France, although it was taken in 1933.
I had written to R. Doineau about him, because there are two photos of the same scene, the
same character, but different models.

The second photo was published in the "Encyclopedia Universalis" article "toy" (attachment,
compare the two models).
I had asked Doisneau if he could enlighten me on these two photos, he replied that he did not
remember, these photos having been taken "on the sly", at a time when he did not note his
beginnings as a photographer.

I had written an article on this subject in the Bulletin of the Association of Lovers of Antique
Models".

It is said, in France, that the character (with beret) is Denoès, a pre-war modeler, he was part
of the French-team at the 1937 Wakefield and the lady would be his wife...
Kind regards.
Pailhe Pierre, 19 rue Boileau Pau, France; prrpailhe@wanadoo.fr

Pailhe Pierre
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Bricks on Strings - John Andrews

Extract from old paperback Clarion September 2003



7



8



9

John Andrews
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Extract from Model Aircraft February 1956
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Weird but they didn`t Work - Peter Watt

Following on from the article on the Thunderceptor XF91 in November 2024 issue here is
another Republic post war plane the Thunderscreech. Hailed as the loudest and fastest
propeller driven aircraft built. Derived from the Thunderjet/Thunderstreak family the F-84H
Thunderscreech was conceived as a high speed interceptor with the speed of a jet engine plane
combined with the low speed landing characteristics of a propeller driven aircraft. It was
basically a Thunderstreak fuselage with the jet engine driving a variable pitch constant speed
prop via a long shaft. The jet efflux was to add to the speed and an afterburner was to be
used.

The biggest problem to manifest itself early in the programme was the outer area of the evil
looking propeller blades were running above Mach 1 creating a continuous transonic boom making
the ground crew vomit and on one occasion a crewmember of a nearby aircraft had a seizure.
Initial trials were carried out at Muroc AFB but the air force were so concerned that the
shock wave was damaging the control tower that they banned it to an airfield further out in
the desert. As mentioned earlier the Thunderscreech was to be used as an interceptor but
took half an hour`s ground running before ready for take-off!

The huge torque from the powerful prop lead to further in flight problems so several
compensating measures were designed in. A dorsal fin was fitted behind the cockpit,
differential aileron control added and the wing root intakes staggered but still handling proved
to be a nightmare. One of the test pilots refused to fly it again after just one flight. Another
made twelve flights of which eleven resulted in emergency landings. A small jet on an extending
arm was deployable in the event of such an emergency.
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The Thunderscreech reached a speed of 520mph which, although well short of its design speed,
was nevertheless the fastest for a prop driven aircraft of the era. Needless to say the project
was scrapped but not before it had earned the reputation of the fastest and noisiest aircraft
around.

Even weirder was the Northrop XP-79 nicknamed the “Flying Chainsaw” or “Flying Ram”!
Jack Northrop had the idea that the flying wing was the most efficient format as probably
best shown with his XB- 35 and 49 bombers already featured in New Clarion articles.
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The XP-79 was initially designed in Jan 1943 to be a rocket powered fighter of magnesium
construction with reinforced leading edges with the pilot lying prone in the cockpit to better
resist the high G forces anticipated during flight.

The plane would take off and rapidly climb to 40,000 feet and then dive into an enemy
bomber/fighter formation.

Now here the controversy begins because some say it was designed to slice into the wing or
tailplane of the enemy (hence the Flying Chainsaw).

In fact, the design shows twin machine gun armament so the ramming action may be myth.

A few prototype gliders were built and even one rocket powered example but the rocket motors
fuelled by fuming nitric acid and ethyl aniline proved unsatisfactory and the design was
reconfigured around two turbojets. It was given the designation XP-79B.

Many of the ground trials were hounded by bursting tyres but finally in Sept. 1945 at Muroc
the first and only flight took place.
After 15 minutes the aircraft entered a spin.

The test pilot Harry Crosby tried to bailout but was hit by the aircraft and died instantly.

When the aircraft struck the ground it exploded in a fireball of burning magnesium and the
project was abandoned.

Peter Watt
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News Review - Model Aircraft February 1950

Model Aircraft February 1950
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One for the Board - Tony Shepherd

ONE FOR THE BOARD

Isn’t it funny how an idea can eventually lead you into
something that is significantly different from that
initial idea?  The other day I was contemplating a
future build of a larger sport model, something
around 5ft wingspan.  No, I don’t need any more but
it’s just what we do!  And that got me to considering
an old favourite diesel engine, the ED Comp Special,
which is perfect for a lumbering sport model and why
I have one in my Simplex.  There are also a few more
in the box “just in case” so a cold afternoon was
spent in the garage getting them un-gummed and
running again.  One in particular is a cracker (I got it
via Rod Kenward from some friends of his perhaps
20 years ago) so that one has been put aside for the
new project which is………temporarily shelved!

Years ago I built a Jimp. I was going to put a Comp
Special in it just like the designer, Charlie Allen, put
in his back in the late 40’s when he used it to win the Northern Heights Gala.  I thought it
would be fun to compete with mine using the same engine.
The model was completed and flown a few times but with a PAW 149 for power and it was then
forgotten about.  The memory loses some clarity at this stage but for some reason I built a
second Jimp which ended up a bit lighter than No1 and this one was eventually fitted with an
Elfin 249.  I gave it a few flights on Salisbury Plain but the Elfin was a pain to stop which is
not good for contest flying.  It was also a nightmare to hold as it threw oil all over the smooth,
boxy fuselage so I gave up with that one too!
By then No1 had gone to Dave Cox and he’d fitted a modern glow plug engine on the front and
to his and my surprise it goes up like a rocket and reaches a helluva height on its 18sec run.  I
meanwhile bask in the reflected glory of knowing that I originally built it!
I’ve considered fitting No2 with the same engine that Dave’s using.  I’ve considered fitting it
with twin ballraced PAW80 for mini-vintage like Thommo did in his (article in NC February 2011
refers) but to quote our former Chairman:
I built the model for Mini vintage comps powered by a PAW .8 twin race diesel (6x4 @ 16.4 k),
the nose was lengthened to take account of the lighter weight of this engine compared to the
ED.  The model flew OK but really is a bit too large for this amount of power, being in wing area
about the same as a Dixielander
Echoing Thommo’s views, Dave has desperately tried to convince me of the futility of the mini-
vintage option so with the weight of all of this negativity I’ve reluctantly shelved that plan
AND forgotten about the high power glow engine approach.
So as I now find myself with an unallocated Jimp airframe and a cracking ED Comp Special how
about going back to the original proposal for Jimp No1?  Dave will probably try and convince me
to scrap that idea too but flying for fun is by far the most important thing for me so it might
well happen this time.  I like the idea of flying old models as they were originally configured so
what a super opportunity and Charlie Allen won with his so it’s got to be worth a punt - and I’ve
still got a few more Comp Specials in the box so there are still plenty for the larger sport
models.
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Tony Shepherd
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller February 1955
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Aeromodeller February 1955
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Pictures from Meetings in 1915 - John Andrews

A few pictures from my photographic archives of meetings in 2015

Caitlin and Rory Pike clamour for their turn with the ‘Red Admiral’
at the 2015 Nationals at RAF Barkston Heath

Rory gets the model away, heaven help the cameraman
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North Luffenham, Timperley Gala, August 2015

Flight Line

Noreen looks on whilst hubby Ken Bates assembles his ‘Senator’

I get to the bum twitching stage of winding my ‘Last Resort’
This model, designed by Jim Bageley, was the best performing model I ever built
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East Anglian Gala, August 2015, Sculthorpe.

Flight Line

Mr & Mrs Malcolm Marshal, long time organisers of this two day event

Yours truly gives BMFA Rubber model ‘0-3’ the old Heave Ho!
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Back at Wallop in 2015, if you wanted it, John Hook had it.

John, a character in his own right, kept the vintage movement well supplied.
He attended most meetings with his van & caravan choc-a-block with all and sundry.

Sadly current health issues prevent him trading any longer.

Here I have the Colin Shepherd built
‘Jaguar’ wound and ready to go. I have
won the Jaguar Trophy a few times
with it and the much battered prop
bears testament to a hard life in my
hands. I have a brand new Spencer
Willis replacement but I have
returned the model to Colin who wants
to R/C Electrify it, which leaves me
with a superb replacement prop which
will never be fitted.

John Andrews
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone No.84 - Nick Peppiatt

Indoor meetings reminder
This month sees two meetings in large indoor venues in the South East: -

BMFA South Midland Indoor Flying Extravaganza at Wycombe Leisure Centre
on Sunday 9th February from 1pm to 7pm

BMFA South East Free Flight Indoor Meeting at the Triangle Centre, Burgess Hill
on Sunday 23rd February from 10am to 5.45pm

Christmas Elves at Trinity

A line up of fifteen Elves!
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The 16” wingspan KeilKraft Elf, designed by Bill Dean, is a popular model among the Trinity
Indoor Fliers. It can be trimmed to fly very well inside the confines of the hall and a number
of one model competitions for this design have been held over the years.
The latest was at the December meeting, which attracted fifteen entries! This was basically a
duration competition with a 10s bonus for ROG and 5s for a clean wheeled landing. Steve Haines
was the winner, with Gerard Moore second and Peter Brown, who also won the prize for the
best seasonal decoration, third.

Commercial wooden propellers for rubber power

Ho-Wood propellers from 9” to 17” diameter.
There are two different styles, one with a circular hub and the other with a slim hub.

Two 9” diameter wooden propellers from Lindsey Smith’s estate, made in Japan.
The R/H with the jet plane logo has ‘MADE IN JAPAN’ printed on the rear side

Some years ago I acquired a set of commercially produced wooden propellers for rubber
powered models from Rod Green. With it there was a copy of a page from the May 1941 edition
of the AeroModeller with an advertisement for such propellers, which were made from Ho-
wood and supplied by J.W.Kenworthy in Bournemouth, under the ‘MARS’ brand. Ho-wood
appears to come from the camphor or camphor laurel tree (cinnamomum camphora), which is
native to countries in the Far East, including China, Japan and Taiwan.
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According to the Wood Database www.wood-database.com the dried wood has an average
density of 0.53 g/cc. This density makes it easy to shape and machine with minimal effort. It
glues and finishes well. I have checked the density of the 9” diameter propeller, by weighing it
and measuring its volume using a measuring cylinder of water and found it to be 0.58 g/cc, so

the assumption that it is made of Ho-wood
seems reasonable. My guess is that these
propellers were made in the Far East
(Japan) and imported. The 17” diameter
example has ‘FOREIGN’ printed on it near
on the back, near the hub. There is no
printing on any of the others. I have made
use of the 8” diameter propeller from Rod
Green’s set in a Cloud Tramp, which it suits
very well.
There were a couple of similar wooden
propellers in Lindsey Smith’s effects,
which were clearly made in Japan, the
Hunter like jet image printed on one
suggests that they were still being
produced in the 1950s.
There are, clearly, two different styles of
these propellers, those with a circular hub
and those with a slim hub. I am not clear if
these correspond to the Type ‘S.D.’ and
the Type ’L.B.’ in the Kenworthy
advertisement.
Finally, again from Lindsey Smith, is a
balsa prop blank of 9.25” diameter with

Airyda printed on it. Its greatest width is 1.25” and it is 0.75” deep giving a pitch of 8.75”. My
best guess is that this was produced as a blank for the Airyda Student, a 24” wingspan rubber
duration model from 1948.The plan specifies a 9.5” diameter prop of medium pitch. Does anyone
know anything different? Did Airyda produce a range of such propeller blanks and, if so, do any
instructions for carving them exist?
I would also be delighted to hear if anyone has further information on Ho-wood or similar
propellers.

Airyda balsa propeller blank, 9.25” diameter. 8” diameter Ho-wood prop fitted to a Cloud Tramp
Was it for the Airyda Student?

nickpeppiatt@hotmail.co.uk Nick Peppiatt
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Zeppelin: conclusion - John Christopher
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John Christopher
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Engine Test: OS Max-H 40-R/C - Aeromodeller February 1966
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Aeromodeller February 1966
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Old ‘Clarion’ Add - Tony Shepherd

Recently Spotted On A Well-Known Internet Auction Site

That well-known internet auction site that has proved to be a wonderful source of general
aeromodelling equipment and some great engines came up with this the other day.

Now even I know that the original Clarion wasn’t available in 1937 so I asked the rest of the
committee what I was actually seeing.

Inevitably it was Roy Tiller that came up with the facts as follows:

SAM1066 with style of front cover shown in the advert was first issued in September 1989.
The date of the newsletter was in bold print on the back page which also had the name and
postal address of the intended recipient. This style of cover continued until December 1991.
The January 1992 cover was much the same but printed on red paper.
February 1992 saw a change, the front cover now stated "The Clarion the Journal of
SAM1066", the date of issue is on the front cover, the back cover still has a box for the
postal address label and the postage stamp.
We have a complete collection of Clarion Newsletters and our library copy was addressed to
Rod D.G.Williams Esq.

So there you have it.  Thanks Roy.

Tony Shepherd
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Welsh Report - Roger Newman

Occasional notes from North Wales: January 2025

It was good to see comments from Peter Carter about his Nomad, with accompanying pics.
Peter has built & flown a variety of very interesting models over the years that I have known
him – some of which gave him a great deal of exercise in retrievals! His Yogi had a penchant
for long distance travel – another great model which was always on my to do list but never got
done.

The Yogi

Probably too late now. Anyway, his comments led me off on another track. The Yogi was yet
another vintage free flight model designed by Jerry Stoloff from the USA. There is an
excellent biography of Jerry in the AMA History Archive. One of  many about (mainly)
American  modellers that can be accessed through:

https://www.modelaircraft.org/museum/history-recognition
The link provides access to – quote - “What is the AMA History Project? It is our on-going
endeavour to save the history of model aviation by collecting the stories of model aviation
enthusiasts, the histories of modelling companies, clubs, and other organizations, as well as
other compilations of historical data about the hobby/sport that is model aviation.”
The AMA has vastly more resources, financially & personnel, than our own BMFA but wouldn't
it be great if the BMFA could do something similar for the history of the hobby in the UK. I
know from personal experience that there is now a small but very dedicated volunteer team
working on the archives already held at Buckminster & when I last saw the Archive room during
the Centenary exhibition, the archives had already been transformed from a relative shambles
into a well organised collection of  material. More power to their collective elbows!

However, as oft a digression! The above mentioned biography – in part was written by one Mike
Parker & Ted Smales of SAM35, who looked to be fans of Stoloff designs, as indeed is Peter.
Another notable design by Jerry was the Diamond Demon, which I did manage to build & fly
extremely well. Of course it got lost at Beaulieu one year, but was recovered several days later
having fallen out of a tree located quite near a camp site & being discovered by a couple of
friendly campers. Wine & model duly exchanged hands. Mine was Mills 0.75 powered which
allowed to amble happily round the skies of Middle Wallop & Beaulieu & it did have a (fuse) DT!
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As a postscript note, yet another Stoloff design was the rather unusual mid-wing Swami. I
cannot remember whether Peter ever made this particular model.

Stoloff Swarmi

For reasons that I now cannot recall, off down another track – this time concerned with a bit
of indoor flying. No doubt many of us have had a dabble with the BMFA Dart.
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As the BMFA states “The BMFA DART is a simple rubber powered aircraft with a wingspan of
30 cm. It is derived from an American design. Millions have been successfully built and flown
since its introduction in the USA in 1968. The DART has many unique features that ensure that
it flies well, in fact a survey carried out in America claims that 98% of all Darts fly.

The DART can be flown in a school sports hall or outdoors on a calm dry day. This model is the
‘corner stone’ of the British Model Flying Association education programme and can be built
and flown by a 9 year old under supervision.
So which American design? A quick bit of research revealed it must have been the AMA Delta
Dart, the history & plan of which is below.

Again, perhaps a bit of fun indoor comp – which is the better flier – the AMA Delta Dart or
it's BMFA derivative – the BMFA Dart?
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EVTOL snippets

The fallout looks to have started with Lilium declaring insolvency just before Christmas.

Advanced Air Mobility pioneer Lilium has ceased operations and laid off almost all its more
than 1,000 employees after failing to raise the capital it needed to continue. Lilium entered
insolvency in October and was unable to attract the investment it needed to continue. The
German company, which stunned the aviation industry 11 years ago with its electric multi-rotor
design and audacious plan to introduce short hop inner-city-to-inner-city service, raised more
than a billion dollars in private investment before going public in 2021. It only attracted two
orders for a total of 320 aircraft.
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Lilium burned through more than $1 billion in 11 years of development work but had yet to
produce a full size prototype that flew. However, the story is not yet finished as there was
another follow up announcement indicating possible salvation anticipated before end Jan 2025?
Hope eternal?

Lilium GmbH (“Lilium”), a pioneering electric aircraft manufacturer, announced today the
signing of an asset purchase agreement with Mobile Uplift Corporation GmbH, a company set
up by an experienced consortium of investors from Europe and North America. Mobile Uplift
Corporation GmbH intends to acquire the operating assets of the Subsidiaries Lilium GmbH and
Lilium eAircraft GmbH.

Subject to the satisfaction of certain conditions precedent, Lilium expects that the
Agreement positions the Subsidiaries to obtain sufficient funding to restart their business
operations. Proceeds received from the sale will be utilized according to German Insolvency
Law, with no amounts being distributed to Lilium N.V.

In the meantime, Volocopter - the other German based eVTOL Company was also placed in
administration during December.

Volocopter, whose predecessor E-Volo may have invented the multi-copter concept, has filed
for insolvency in Germany but is vowing to continue its certification bid. It intends to gain
EASA certification for its VoloCity, and the insolvency will keep creditors at bay while it raises
more money to cross that finish line.
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However the investment flame still burns in the eVTOL world, with a focus on “Vertiports” &
the very recent announcement that Atlantic Aviation (USA) has bought out the subsidiary set
up by Ferrovial to design & build Vertiports.

A Ferrovial conceptual vertiport

Quote: “We see tremendous long-term benefits and growth in building out infrastructure to
support the advanced air mobility space,” Atlantic Aviation CEO Jeff Foland said. “The
combination of our operational expertise with the outstanding work the Ferrovial Vertiports
team has done so far will serve as a tremendous boost to safe and efficient eVTOL operations
as the network develops.”

Vertiports are specified areas for eVTOL aircraft, which are powered by electricity to
takeoff, hover and land in urban, suburban and rural environments. These next-gen aircraft will
improve connectivity between regions and offer a more sustainable transportation option with
fewer emissions.

I wonder why? After all Ferrovial have quite extensive business interests in airports, maybe
they couldn't envisage making any money out of vertiports in the short to medium future?

Vintage Lightweights

Continuing vintage lightweight variations, this month depicts the Hep Cat designed by John
Barker. The  Hep Cat was originally published in January 1946. There is a later redrawn plan,
featured in Dec 1996 AMI, along with some additional notes on it re flying and dethermalizer
arrangement (by the designer himself).

Quote: "My Hep Cats are flown right on power and glide. I find about 1/8 wash in essential on
the starboard inner panel with a trace of wash out on the port outer. I key the tailplane and
the wing and adjust turns with 1/8 x 1/16 strips stuck on the fin trailing edges. Some
downthrust is usually needed and sometimes a little side to correct the climb turn."

Quite a few Hep Cats appeared at MW over the years.
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Roger Newman

DBHLibrary No.146 - Roy Tiller

Report No.168 Our earliest books.
This month we move on to 1915 and a book titled
simply “Aeroplanes” edited by J. S. Zerbe and
published in New York by Cupples & Leon Company.

The first thirteen chapters cover the theory of flying
and the design, construction and flying of man-
carrying machines.

AT last “Experimental Gliders and Mode Aeroplanes”.
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I hope that you enjoy the following extracts.

“An amusing and very instructive pastime is afforded by constructing and flying gliding
machines, and operating model aeroplanes, the latter being equipped with their own power.
Abroad this work has been very successful as a means of interesting boys, and, indeed, men
who have taken up the science of aviation are giving this sport serious thought and study.
“When a machine of small dimensions is made the boy wonders why a large machine does not
bear the same relation in weight as a small machine. This is one of the first lessons to learn.”
“THE RELATION OF MODELS TO FLYING MACHINES.
“A model aeroplane, say two feet in length, which has, we will assume, 50 square inches of
supporting surface, seems to be a very rigid structure, in proportion to its weight. It may be
dropped from a considerable height without injuring it, since the weight is only between two
and three ounces.
“An aeroplane twenty times the length of this model, however strongly it may be made, if
dropped the same distance, would be crushed, and probably broken into fragments. If the large
machine is twenty times the dimensions of the small one, it would be forty feet in length, and,
proportionally, would have only seven square feet of sustaining surface. But an operative
machine of that size, to be at all rigid, would require more than twenty times the material in
weight to be equal in strength. It would weigh about 800 pounds, that is, 4800 times the weight
of the model, and instead of having twenty times the plane surface would re quire one thousand
times the spread.
“It is this peculiarity between models and the actual flyers that for years made the question
of flying a problem which, on the basis of pure calculation alone, seemed to offer a negative;
and many scientific men declared that practical flying was an impossibility.”

“LESSONS FROM MODELS. Men, and boys, too, can learn a useful lesson from the model
aeroplanes in other directions, however, and the principal thing is the one of stability.
“When everything is considered the form or shape of a flying model will serve to make a large
flyer. The manner of balancing one will be a good criterion for the other in practice, and
experimenting with these small devices is, therefore, most instructive.
“The difference between gliders and model aeroplanes is, that gliders must be made much
lighter because they are designed to be projected through the air by a kick of some kind.”
“FLYING MODEL AEROPLANES - Model aeroplanes contain their own power and propellers
which, while they may run for a few seconds only, serve the purpose of indicating how the
propeller will act, and in what respect the sustaining surfaces are efficient and properly
arranged.
“It is not our purpose to give a treatise on this subject
but to confine this chapter to an exposition of a few of
the gliders and model forms which are found to be most
efficient for experimental work.”
“AN EFFICIENT GLIDER. Probably the simplest and
most efficient glider, and one which can be made in a few
moments. This is merely a triangularly-shaped piece of
paper, creased in the middle, along the dotted line B, the
side wings C, C, being bent up so as to form, what are
called dihedral angles. This may be shot through the air
by a flick of the finger, with the pointed end foremost,
when used as a glider.
“Fig. 86 shows the deltoid glider, or aeroplane, with three
cross braces, A, B, C, in the two for- ward braces of which
are journaled the propeller shaft D, so that the propeller
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E is at the broad end of the glider. A short stem F through the rear brace C, provided with a
crank, has its inner end connected with the rear end of the shaft D by a rubber band G, by
which the propeller is driven. A tail may be attached to the rear end, or at the apex of the
planes, so it can be set for the purpose of directing the angle of flight, but it will be found
that this form has remarkable stability in flight, and will move forwardly in a straight line,
always making a graceful downward movement when the power is exhausted. It seems to be a
form which has equal stabilizing powers whether at slow or at high speeds, thus differing
essentially from many forms which require a certain speed in order to get the best results.

“Fig. 87 shows the general design of the A- shaped gliding
plane or aeroplane. This is composed of main frame pieces A,
running fore and aft, joined at their rear ends by a cross bar
B, the ends of which project out slightly beyond their
juncture with the side bars A, A. These projecting ends have
holes drilled therein to receive the shafts C, of the
propellers D.
“A main plane E is mounted transversely across this frame at

its rear end, while at its forward end is a small plane, called the elevator. The pointed end of
the frame has on each side a turnbuckle G, for the purpose of winding up the shaft, and thus
twisting the propeller, although this is usually dispensed with, and the propeller itself is turned
to give sufficient twist to the rubber for this purpose.”
“POWER FOR MODEL AEROPLANES - One end of the rubber is attached to the hook of the
shaft C, and the other end to the hook or to the turnbuckle G, if it should be so equipped.
The rubbers are twisted in opposite directions, to correspond with the twist of the propeller
blades, and when the propellers are permitted to turn, their grip on the air will cause the model
to shoot forwardly, until the rubbers are untwisted, when the machine will gradually glide to
the ground.”
“MAKING THE PROPELLER. These should
have the pitch uniform on both ends, and a
simple little device can be made to hold the
twisted blade after it has been steamed and
bent. Birch and Holly are good woods for the
blades. The strips should be made thin and
then boiled. They are then taken out and bent
by hand, or secured between a form specially
prepared for the purpose. The device shown in Fig. 88 shows a base board which has in the
centre a pair of parallel pins A, A, slightly separated from each other. At each end of the base
board is a pair of holes C, D, drilled in at an angle, the angles being the pitch desired for the
ends of the propeller. In one of these holes a pin E is placed, so the pins at the opposite ends
project in different directions, and the tips of the propeller are held against the ends of these
pins, while the middle of the propeller is held between the parallel pins AA. The two holes, at
the two angles at the ends of the board, are for the purpose of making right and left hand
propellers, as it is desirable to use two propellers with the A-shaped model.
After the twist is made and the blade properly secured in position it should be allowed to
thoroughly dry, and afterwards, if it is coated with shellac, it will not untwist.”
“MATERIAL FOR PROPELLERS.
“Very light propellers can also be made of thin, annealed aluminum sheets, and the pins in that
case will serve as guides to enable you to get the desired pitch.
“Another good material is celluloid sheets, which, when cut into proper strips, is dipped in hot
water, for bending purposes, and it readily retains its shape when cooled.”
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“RUBBER-Suitable rubber for the strips are readily obtainable in the market. Experiment will
soon show what size and lengths are best adapted for the particular type of propellers which
you succeed in making.”
“PROPELLER SHAPE AND SIZE. A good
proportion of propeller is shown in Fig. 89. This
also shows the form and manner of connecting
the shaft. The latter A has a hook B on one end
to which the rubber may be attached, and its
other end is flattened, as at C, and secured to
the blade by two-pointed brads D, clinched on
the other side. The collar E is soldered on the
shaft, and in practice the shaft is placed through the bearing hole at the end of the frame
before the hook is bent”.
“SUPPORTING SURFACES -The supporting surfaces may be made perfectly flat, although in
this particular it would be well to observe the rules with respect to the camber of large
machines.”

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com Roy Tiller

Plans for Month - Roger Newman

Rubber: Aarnie Ellila's 1949 Wakefield Winner

Glider: Early A2 from Aug'51 Aeromodeler mag – Windrush
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Power: SIG kit plan for Ramrod 250 & hot .049

Roger Newman
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2024 Annual General Meeting of SAM1066

Thursday 23rd January SAM1066 AGM 2024
7.00pm via Zoom

MINUTES OF SAM1066 AGM 2024
The AGM was held as a Zoom meeting on 23rd January 2025. Officers’ reports had been circulated

via the January 2025 New Clarion.
Present
Tony Shepherd (Chairman), Ray Elliott (Secretary), Alan Brocklehurst, Ken Brown, Tony Calvert, Peter Carter, John
Leadbetter, Roy Levers, Paul Lovejoy, Tim Mountain, Roger Newman, Alan Patrick, Peter Tolhurst, Nick Peppiatt, Martin
Pike, PJT2a, Chris Redrup, Barbara Tiller, Roy Tiller, Mike Woodhouse, Doug Hunt (guest)
Welcome to members old and new for the season 2025

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7pm with a welcome to all.
Apologies

Apologies were received from John Andrews.
Chairman’s Report

Summarised and taken as included in the January 2025 edition of the New Clarion.
Secretary’s Report

Summarised and taken as included in the January 2025 edition of the New Clarion.
Membership Secretary’s Report

Summarised and taken as included in the January 2025 edition of the New Clarion.
Treasurer’s Report

Summarised and taken as included in the January 2025 edition of the New Clarion.  The Treasurer also detailed
the change of the Society bank account to an online Virgin Money Account (part of Nationwide).

David Baker Heritage Library Report
Summarised and taken as included in the January 2025 edition of the New Clarion.  Options for the long term future
of library were discussed under Any Other Business.

Election of Officers
All members of the Committee were prepared to continue in office.  A vote that they should do so was carried
unanimously.

Annual Subscriptions for 2025
Further to the recommendation of the Treasurer in his report the meeting unanimously agreed that subscriptions for 2025
should remain at no cost.

Any Other Business
1. Proposed competitions for 2025

The Society will be running two competitions, sharing the days with the Croydon club, as in previous years.  The
dates are the 14th or 15th June and the 4th or 5th October.  Classes to be flown are yet to be decided but at least one
of the contests is likely be run to the Cagnarata format.  The venue will be Salisbury Plain.  There is a possibility
that there will again be a Southern Area Gala at Odiham, subject to discussions with the RAF.  There may well be
some involvement for SAM 1066 in the running of the contest on the day but the event will be covered by site entry
fees and Southern Area BMFA.

2. Future of the SAM1066 library
Roger Newman has produced a document outlining options for the long-term future of the SAM1066 Library.  This
includes the option that in the event that SAM1066 is no longer able to hold the content of the Library then an
alternative location is found with the possibility of the disposal of items that cannot be rehomed.  This document
is included as an Appendix to these minutes.
Further to this matter, discussions have been taking place between Roger and BMFA Archivist Doug Hunt about
the possibility of the BMFA taking over part or all of the library.  An initial response from Doug has suggested that
the BMFA may be able to accommodate part or possibly all of the Library within their own archive.  It was felt that
this could provide a positive solution to an issue which has been troubling SAM 1066 for some time.  Further
discussions are required between SAM 1066 and the BMFA on this matter with Roger representing SAM 1066
and Doug Hunt representing the BMFA.

Possible future collaboration between SAM1066 & SAM 35
Doug Hunt, as Chairman of SAM35, raised the possibility of SAM1066 and SAM35 working together in some way
in the future , for example in the organisation of contests.  This will be discussed within the Committee and options
considered.
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The chairman thanked everybody for their attendance and participation. and the meeting finishing at 7.40 pm.

Ray Elliott
Appendix

Long term future of SAM1066 Library
At a future (as yet undefined) date, it will be necessary to move the SAM 1066 library from its current location (housed by
our Hon. Librarian at his home).  There may be another SAM 1066 member who wishes to take on the task of Hon.
Librarian (including housing the library).  A call for a volunteer could be made in a future New Clarion.  The AGM should
consider this option.  The alternative is to plan for disposal of the physical content of the SAM1066 Library.  This note
addresses the latter situation.
The Library is a collection of magazines, books, catalogues & electronic files that have been been meticulously catalogued
& housed by our Hon. Librarian over many years. It comprises content from the UK & many other countries. The full
catalogue is available for download from the Club website in the form of a Microsoft spreadsheet.
The BMFA Archive Group has recently been approached to enquire whether all or some of the content could be assigned
to them for the BMFA Archive.  The Archive Group may wish to take everything & then themselves follow option (I) below
excepting that any arising funds would go to the BMFA.  Alternatively, they may wish to acquire only part of the content.
However their response is still awaited.
This potentially leaves the SAM1066 membership with the question of what to do with content that the BMFA may not wish
to acquire.
Should this situation arise then alternatives for disposal are viewed as:

1. Put this content up for sale at a future BMFA Auction, with any arising funds being transferred to
the SAM1066 Club funds.

2. Offer them to alternative organisations who are competent to digitise them and to make the
content generally available on-line. (Note this could bear a cost with no arising funds).

3. Try to sell content via Ebay or an equivalent outlet.
4. Dispose (scrap) content unwanted by the BMFA.

All alternatives will have costs associated e.g. transportation and / or postage and / or fees. Such costs (hopefully) may
be covered by funds rising from the disposal.
Members may have other viable suggestions.  Should we have no willing volunteer to take on the Library & the BMFA
Archive Group not wish to acquire the complete content,  my preferred option is alternative (I).

Roger Newman

Secretary’s Notes for February 2025 - Ray Elliott

The BMFA FFTC held a contest (Winter Rally) at North Luffenham on 11th January to “road
test” the new combined classes contest format. It was very calm but cold. There were 12 flyers
in total.  A forecast of early morning and evening fog would have put some people off. I was
unwell but wouldn’t have gone if I had been OK because of the fog. Full results can be found at
BMFA Public - 2025 FFTC WINTER GALA.pdf - All Documents
There is also a report by Bill Dennis, one of the participants, on Hippocket Aeronautics at
https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?topic=27864.msg8444#msg84
44
We await the views of the FFTC on the outcome of this contest
A reminder that the 10th Grande Coupe de Birmingham is due to be held on either the 22nd or
23rd February at North Luffenham. Full details are in the Events and Notices section of this
NC. There will also be a contest for E20 models run by Colin Sharman, editor of Aeromodeller.

Ray Elliott
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Events and Notices
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Just £10 by PayPal or cheque
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Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
& July 27th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 9th Saturday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge, Sculthorpe
& September 14th Sunday & Equinox cups

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or Sunday 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


