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RESULTS
Open Group
1t D. Cox Crookham VP 7.30 +5.15
2 P. Watson Birmingham BE 7.30 +5.04
34 B. Garner Birmingham SLOP 7.30 + 4.57
4" C.Redrup  Crookham BE 7.30 + 4.49
5% J. Paton Crookham BR 7.30
Vintage/Classic Group
1%t C. Redrup Crookham CP 7.30+2.19
2" S, Dixon Crookham CG 7.30 +1.51
34  D.Cox Crookham  SLOP 6.23
Mini Group
1%t T.Grey Crookham E36 6.00 + 4.36
2" P. Watson Birmingham E36 6.00 + 3.18
39 C.Redrup  Crookham E36 6.00 + 2.16
4" G.Madelin C/M F1H 6.00 + 1.58
5" D.Ginns Birmingham E36 6.00
P. Ball Grantham MVP 6.00
Micro Group
1%t T.Grey Crookham E30 6.00 + 2.59
2" | Davitt Morley CO2 6.00

Jogboogodbodod






£

d~° =] ~CEA§azt-«E! - P Patin ~¥EnN¥a2-§482q@Eu="1 0=§ -
§-=2 | HPA+4¥% 32 =R%¢ 2 Lf«x=%wmw2 | £=n2
E+££=3~2£°=- 2£=-0=! §«=2 - UBG¥E~C=ck> B £2 |5 £2 |E§2!E2])




P8«--=a§7--Dt=03£pu=03¢-3®! =i §~CE£° D+

k-°¢8j

‘:°§i:q1§¢2°:3:®§i=_j Czba£i20§]_i®o §_o=2_:2:£



a~"£="-(M=a~3 i 1 EMmE2E£° =t ~2+- =288 ~3 5 J)HW=8§-=2] £:
| 8+t=s8-2~¥f£=m-p£E°=j-¢£2

®§j23°f+t=~=a8§22ag=y..aa.=¢3/gLiLILJELLIELEL]L kIS

[j-p—32:£°—n=d~a~ 3 o--=s~:ﬂ¥:ﬂ
cNg=~2=21! £=p~a3-2 1 £° o
C-°=«£=cNg=8t=~=«-°£=@®°~j28j~2=j@@~+tt=a-pu=21|~2=2,
21 P HEK E- 7 £°1 =8§2=2]-33¢=0R°-" §CE£=~=3£  £3=-0=@£° 8- "°

bPSD*2f&=s«8§-8=j@8~+2+=83CE£°=2] £=®°£+£-2=°323af+K
f2=p~+=~=08§°+2=j-«®E£28§28§--=-328§¥=0p-°=8§2HREL£Y §=8¢ £ 1
§-¥°E£C¢C8EL£E-2] =2 £2AQ=B+F*>=PELE jU=F "~ =2£j28§--1=CE£EL8¥-£F
8 ~3 5 £ECHAREGEL«HEKR® - « 8t E=¥--¢C=j 28« =~-¢=¥28§C¢CLE=REL"°c¢
g £=j | £]©O=038¥| 2=3_._.0L£¢=¥--¢= )22 £XkELET=AYDL=22¢PL)
21 £22 §«E£°=! ~" §a¥za-23= E££-=°fiHERpREK KEB2 4E22 §RrB LY
u££:£~i-:«~ﬂ£+:-00:0~izzia§« i:u§2::u/\:a~22::-a3-¥:©:£—¢-:23
i -«®E£2828  £=4£3 £+t =-=2! £=¢C~.| =2 £=°£+322 1 J~+=@®"2
m-°=agfg’ fa=_pg=EL£°0-°«~aj £K
f=28«£¢=q° £ 3J°omd0w? §HHEHIZ+=PP-SKR £¢=2 | £= £+2=~8°| =2 |
a8 £=«8§-32f£+=|~"8§-¥= ££-=0aqD¢=C- p-lfz2~=L£H5<EL2F£2-2§
|l £E8¥ ) 2=~2=gql =2£f£wn2=2.=82+fa8p=82=z=p-3ac¢g)EZL£Fh£fdmp¥
2°~j OE°=®@3%2§2=2£2 200«=C-yu-u8-¢l =°£«~°0~ 23 £8+£8§
CE£2°8EL£  £=8-" -3 £¢=2p-=j~°+=~a¢=0-3°=Q@RL-@®2ELEI| ==*£"
£ ~3 28 8=8Ln2 =2 £=08§£2 ¢=~=+F2d £CHD ¥ UDPEL2ITH 5 §-F K-
-—|=~—|=£ﬂi£aa£—12=£'£—|2=~—|¢=¥—-¢=p£~2:£°K

Joboboogod



,a:"-ﬁ

b4
Ry







N M

STy v I

¥

O0O00000000



NN

[_j CA:ogisazizn-°=p-32:ﬂ°—.:d~3j~c’\:t£]

Southern Gala Salisbury Plain 27/07/2025
Weather
Midday:- Overcast, 0-6mph, Warm, Dry, Clear.
F/O time:- Overcast, 0-6mph, Warm, Dry, Clear.
One very short, light shower at first F/O.
{Psn | Name | BMFANo | Club | Class | Score | F/O | BFFC |
Group 1 (OPEN) . . | ; :
1 [D.Cox 73114 Crookham VP 7.30 5.15 9
2 |P. Watson 62397 Birmingham BMFAE| 7.30 5.04 b
3 |B. Garner 55805 Birmingham SLOP 7.30 4.57 4
4 |C.Redrup 34457 Crookham BMFAE| 7.30 4.49 3
| 5 [). Paton 156623 Crookham  |BMFAR| 7.30 B 2
6 [S.Dixon 75247 Birmingham BMFAP| 6.34 1
1 |C.Redrup 34457 Crookham CP 7.30 2.19 9
2 |S.Dixon 75247 Birmingham CG 7.30 1.51 6
3 |D.Cox 73114 Crookham SLOP 6.23 4
4 |D. Etherton 59852 Crookham CG 5.26 3
5 |C.Sharman 50942 B&W CG 5.01 2
6 |[P.Ball 57180 Grantham CR 5.00 1
7 |D. Cox 73114 Crookham VP 0.20
1 |T. Grey 33877 Crookham E36 6.00 4.36 9
"2 |P. Watson 62397 Birmingham | E36 | 6.00 | 318 | 6
3 |C. Redrup 34457 Crookham E36 6.00 2.16 4
4 |G.Madelin 41080 cMm F1H 6.00 1.58 3
5 [P.Ball 57180 Grantham MVP 6.00 _ 15
“ |D. Ginns 89235 Birmingham E36 6.00 _ 15
7 |R.lJack 108315 Birmingham F1H 5.46
8 |A. Brocklehurst 2547 B&W F1G 5.43
9 |L. Pritchard 234919 South Bristol MVR 5.21
* |Sue Johnson 217096 MHMAC E36 5.21
11 |L. Pritchard 234919 South Bristol E36 5.19
12 |D. Ginns 89235 Birmingham F1l 5.18
13 |l Pritchard 234914 South Bristol F1G 5.08
14 |R. Vaughn 69977 Crookham F1l 4.57
15 |P. Masterman 54410 Vikings MVR 3.34
16 |T. Pritchard 203105 South Bristol | E36 | 332
17 |P. Masterman 54410 Vikings E36 3.00
Groups (MickRo) ]
1 [T.Grey 33877 Crookham E30 6.00 2.59 2
2 |I. Davitt 69793 Morley co2 6.00 _ 1
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T OPFICAL. T WISTsSS

b pylonius

Topieal Tists
by PYLONIUS

A Speedy End .
The model journals have been unkind enou ml;h;n"h:}lg
speed are having it too cushy. ey have
suggesl.:;y'that the Il:ﬁ.idnw with pay scheme should be
B s o momim ot
i a es some ion apa
ﬁmn(thgmu.altihpmandthe&wnuﬁvand:ﬁw ch

A Matter of Degree .
Contrary to popular belief model flyers are a pretty brainy
bunch—well, a brainy bunch, anyway. There are exceptions,

anot

Sunday off to take his B.Sc. Come
tolhﬁofit, I can’t remem-
ber having met a eller who wasn’t
about to take his B.Sc. It seems to

;
2
i

_ manage to squeeze in the exams. and an odd thesis or two
between Wakefields, but when do their studying is quite
another matter. The typical B.Sc er is to be met at every

model event from Land’s End to John o’ Groats, not to
mention a few continental forays. Each time out he has half
a dozen new models to his credit—all up to exhibition
standard and trimmed to a hair. You're wondering how he

got a . Flies model aeroplanes.
week, as a matter of fact, being chased out c{"a field a
farmer, 1 think he’s a B.Sc.—though that wasn’t quite what
the farmer was calling him.”

Flying Kit : Sl

These model flying types just won't leave the poor it
biz people in ;:8 Jﬁ‘omthisenlumn, which leads
thanadog’arifegmrauy,thmi:aneadymmof
‘busybody characters demanding all sorts of extravagant
things from the trade—even kits of models that actually fly !

Thelatestgmttomr‘upinrighteou'sangusemw
think that its high time the trade gave }P:rlourgnnm and
turned its attention to model flying. i

already made
umpteen frustrating attempts at the bulkhead puni; He
-

and no doubt they k the kiddywinkies happy on 1
winter nights, lm:cxll ]::p asks is a five bob kit that not ofr'l.lug
can be built by an less than a watchmaking version of
Ted Evans but will also stagger across a flying .

The trade came back at him right away. They wanted to

know where he got the ridiculous notion that the kit biz had

chuckers. Why, if only halihﬁdg:ople who built kits were to

i
mwﬂr to the local
't be able to move for wreckage

" Frankly the model spectator is getting more than a bit fed
creaking routines with nothing new or exci in sight. The
radio circus puts on the same moth eaten t act,
stunt models much the same inverted as up the right way,
whatever that might be, team racing remains a dark, confusing

ystery, and speed models can’t be seen anyway. In fact,
the situation has become so that, at a recent

'amwwm'mimbemmsnmp’,

areas. Some abandoned characters even strayed into
remote wilderness of the rubber event, where t presence
was viewed with the darkest suspicion. They were taken to
be snooping airfield officials on the look out for some booting-
off pretext. The rubber modellers, not used to strangers,
felt quite embarrassed, One veteran recalled that he hadn’t
seen a spectator since the days
whmmwwldmmbythe
on the offchance
that someone would get a

diesel engine started.
1 The model that this brave
t. old veteran was flying wasn't
of that early spectator
vintage, but I'd swear havi
seen the same trousers

This rai sl icaiin, T s moiir gt ot &
is raises a vital question, e ty glutted public is
going to watch some model flying for a ¢ , our FfF

scarecrows will have to spruce up a bit. I'm not saying they
should t:ll:'l:n'ahat\m:,g,m-a.g;(::li'g't:i.l;risl:lihetl:.at.,t but the
xmmiofmeolthatoi motor cycling kit would
improve the earance of the airfield no end. With the

ion of a devil-may-care types who casually discard

exception

their crash helmets when the te ture hits eighty, full
riding kit is the established order of things even in a pulverising
conscious may things, though sort of decrepit
mmammmammmmmm.m
animated bundie of gas surplus clothing. e

301

on Sunday morning you

0000000000000 rorerrrrd
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Fig,1=4 The Tail Arm and Nose Length
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Micro-Starduster article 74%

APS Handbook, equation (2) 41%

McCoombs, equation (3) 42%

Jossien, equation (1), Ko = 38 and K;= 27 58%

Neutral point, Sutherland(s formula, Ka = 25 and K;= 38 52%

Sutherland(s formula 5% stability margin 47%

Sutherland(s formula 10% stability margin 42%

Sutherland(s formula 15% stability margin 37%
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Checking the cg position of the MiStarduster.
Notethe coil of cored solder around the motor as nose weight.
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CALCULATING THE CORRECT
BALANCE PO]NT by Rene Jassien
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“It’s a noise complaint”
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Quite a number of letters have
been received from Wakefield
“ 100" finalists concerning the
organisation and general arrangements. The chief
complaint, at least from those outside the London
Area, is against the choice of Fairlop Aerodrome as
the venue for this important event. .

Whilst it must be agreed that Fairlop is not the
ideal flying ground, in fairness to the S.M.A.E.
Council it should be explained that it was originally
intended to hold the trials at Cranfield Aerodrome,
the scene of last year’s Wakefield Contest. Un-
fortunately this was found to be impossible as the
aerodrome was required for flying purposes on the
date of the trials. Kidlington Aerodrome, near
Oxford, was next tried, but again the negotiations
fell through.

With the finals drawing near the Council had to
make a prompt decision and, as at the meeting where
this matter was discussed none of the Area Delegates
. could suggest any other venue, Fairlop was somewhat
reluctantly decided upon.

Next year it would help, of course, if the selection
of the trials venue was put in hand earlier.

WAKEFIELD
“100” VENUE

PHOTO- Surprising thing to me was the
GRAPHERS fact that no protest seems to have
AD LIB. been made concerning the

number of photographers who invaded the take-off
area at the trials. In an event such as this where
competitors have so much at stake they should not be
expected to fight their way through hordes of
camera fans before finding a space for take-off.

Mind you, some of the competitors themselves did
not help matters. I saw one chap who arrived on the
tarmac with three helpers (one to hold the model,
one to light the D/T fuse and one to give the wind
direction), plus three club-mates armed with
cameras !

Next year the S.ML.AE. might well consider
issuing press badges to photographers from the
aeromodelling and daily press and to recognised
agency and freclance camera-men, only those
wearing such a badge being allowed on the actual
take-off area.

292

The Ediior Comments on Cument ‘Topics

RETRIEVERS I understand that there ista
strong feeling that at future
trials a recovery service for all competitors should be
organised. The provincial flyers are of the opinion
that the local boys had a big advantage over them in
this respect.

Writing in Aero Notes, that excellent little magazine
of the Blackpool and Fylde M.AS., J. Owen,
reporting the trials says : * Many of the local chaps,
however, were in the position to use cars and motor-
cycles or bad bands of retrievers stationed down-
wind. At times Fairlop resembled a cross between
the Isle of Man and Silverstone.  This was a great
asset to them and, while I don’t begrudge them the
co-operative efforts of their own club members
(in fact I admire them) or the use of vehicles, it
does seem that some pooling of resources would
even things up a little.”

There is a lot in this suggestion and it is to be
hoped that it will be borne in mind in future.
Incidentally, Messrs. E. Keil & Co. Ltd., again
provided one of their vans for retrieving purposes at
Fairlop and it travelled many miles during the day
bringing back models which had been reported
found. This seems to have been overlooked by most
people, including some of the officials present !

MODEL It seems inconceivable in these
IDENTIFI- days of high performance models
CATION

with the urge to pick up thermals
that so many aeromodellers fail to take the elementary
precaution of marking their models with their
names and addresses so that they can be identified
if they are lost. This has been brought to our atten-
tion by the large number of models which have been
returned to the officials at this season’s major events
and which have been found to be entirely devoid
of any means of identification as to who is the owner,

Obviously one cannot expect the finder to go to
a great deal of trouble to locate the owner of an
unidentifiable model and if you lose your model
through not taking the elementary precaution of
marking your name and address on it, you have only
yourself to blame.

Another point. Do not label your model “ Finder
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will be rewarded” unless you are prepared to
pay such a reward. At this year’s Nationals quite
a number of fliers seemed rather surprised that the
local lads would not part with the models until
they had been paid.

R.O.G. v. HLL.  Amongst the many area pro-
posals for next season’s contests
which were discussed at the last
S.M.A.E. Council meeting none showed more
variation of opinion than those dealing with take-offs.
This will be seen from the following list of proposals :

(a) Hand-launching shall be optional in all
contests. (Midland.)

() Hand-launching with a penalty of 10 sec.
(East Midland.)

(¢) Hand-launching be permitted in all contests.
(South Western, Northern, South Eastern.)

(d) Hand-launching be permitted in all power
duration contests. (London.)

(¢) Hand-launching be permitted in trials at
judge’s discretion. (South Western.)

(f) There shall be no hand-launching.
Midland.)

(¢g) All competitions r.o.g., but pushing allowed.
(South Wales.)

The Council decided to recommend no change in
the present rules, but feel sure that we have not yet
heard the last from the hand-launching advocates.
They claim, with some justification in my opinion,
that contests are intended to test a model’s flying
capabilities and not its undercarriage. Also they do
not agree that because a full-sized aircraft has to
have an undercarriage that a contest model should
also be compelled to have one. On the other hand
those in favour of retaining r.o.g. claim that there
must be hazards in any contest and they consider
r.o0.g. a justifiable one. In addition it is felt by some
that members of the general public who watch
contests are far more impressed by a model taking
off like a full-sized machine than they would
be by the sight of one being hurled into the air,
What do you think ?

(South

FREE-FLIGHT A London model dealer informs
JET us that one of his customers
reported to him that a 6ft. span flying wing jet
powered model landed in his back garden at North
Finchley recently. The owner of the model, which
had been launched from Hadley, near Barnet,
Herts, had followed it in a Rolls-Royce car and was
on the spot as soon as it landed. It was not possible
to ascertain his name and address, but Hzrtfordshire
modellers might look out for this individual and
point out to him the very great risks involved in
flying jet-driven models in free-flight and, pre-
sumably, uninsured.

THE “ M.E.” Whilst the continued increase
EXHIBITION  in the sales of MoDEL AIRCRAFT
gives us a good deal of satisfaction it has also provided
some headaches for our production staff. It is now
necessary, for example, for each issue to go to press
three weeks before the date of publication and this

MODEL AIRCRAFT

explains why The Model Engineer Exhibition, which
has just closed its doors, is not reported in this issue.

The October issue, however, will contain reviews
of the trade and competition exhibits, together with
photographs of the winning models in the model
aircraft competition section.

NEW WORLD

We have just learned that a
RECORD

new international altitude record
has been promulgated by the
F.A.I. This is for rubber driven hydroplanes and
was set up on August 18th, 1949, by Mathia Gasko
of Hungary, whose model attained an altitude of
939 metres.

THEY SAID

I witnessed an amusing incident
L] No 1”

at the Northern Heights Gala
Day which is worth relating.
Max Coote was endeavouring to clear a space for
Queen’s Cup competitors to launch their models and
after much pleading, shouting and bullying he
managed to persuade the spectators to move, All
except two large foreign looking gentlemen who
stood right in the line of take-off and seemed to be
deaf to Max’s entreaties. He walked up to them
and” asked them to move—no response. When
tackled they replied, *“ We are Russians ™ !

THE NEW S.M.AE. TIE ' :
Supplies of this attractive tie, which has small S.M.A.E. badges in silver cn
a royal blue background, are now obtainable from the S.M.A.E. offices.
The prices are : Silk 14s., Rayon |1s. &d.
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AERQ
MODECCER]

Heard at the

HANGAR DCORS

Home built

In France one is encouraged by generous
Government subsidies to build and fly light air-
craft. It is quite a natural step to graduate from
model building to constructing one’s own full-size
airframe, and most of the model clubs are in fact
allied to, or part of, full size flying clubs. Readers
will already be familiar with the shape of the
Jodel D.9 Bebe, which is the most popular of the
French home-built single seaters and will doubtless
recognise the similarity in outline of the two-seater
in our heading picture.

It is in fact the Jodel D.11 Club, a side-by-side
cabin design for a variety of engines, and F-BBBF
happens to be the prototype with a 45 h.p.
Salmson radial having 800 flying hours (with the
same airframe) to its credit. Jean Delemontez,
co-designer with Monsieur E. Joly, is seen returning
the Club to its hangar at Beaune after giving us the
opportunity of examining the aeroplane in detail.
Over 100 of this type have been made in Europe
from plans supplied by Avions Jodel.

Honour accorded

As team manager for the British control-line
team in Paris, Doug Gordon, Honorary Secretary
of the S.M.A.E. was able to receive in person the
Paul Tissandier Diploma in recognition of his
services to the aviation movement. It was perhaps
an act of spontaneous diplomacy that Jacques Allez,
President of the Aero-Club de France (right) should
have called upon Commissar Stepanov, the Russian
delegate to the F.A.l. Models Commission and
official Soviet observer at the World Speed
Championships, to make the presentation. Readers
will have to forgive us for the view of Doug’s back,
but will surely agree that the smile on Mr.
Stepanov’s face signifies the manner in which
aeromodelling overcomes the political boundaries
of the world. The same spirit of camaraderie was
extended by the whole of the Czech team at the
speed meeting.

F.A.L Conference

READING S.M.A.E. Vice-Chairman Bob Gosling’s
report of the F.A.I. Conference we found many
items of interest to modellers. Firstly it was re-
affirmed that no changes in the Sporting Code
would be made before 1957. Countries suggesting
rule changes should give them a thorough testing
nationally before submitting same to the F.A.L
Model Commission.

It was agreed that for control line speed a single
control line may be used, providing the minimum
section of the wire is equal to twice the section of one
of the wires in the equivalent two-wire control.
With .25 mm. being the standard diameter fo-
2.5 c.c. speed, then for single line we may interpret
that .34 mm. would be required. Converted to
s.w.g. this means using 29 gauge wire (‘0136 in.),
while for the equivalent class of model in the U.S.A.
it is current practice to use 27 gauge (‘0164 in.).
With more than 50 feet of line it is difficult to
transmit sufficient torsion via ‘“‘Monoline” on less
than 27 gauge, so that the F.A.I.’s regulation would
appear suitably practical.

The proposal from the S.M.A.E. to cancel
R.O.G. for International contest work met with
a mixed reception and was defeated by 7 votes to 5,
with 5 abstentions. Great Britain’s other proposal
to reduce the number of flights from five met with
no support whatsoever,

It was agreed to reduce motor run to 15 secs. and
towline to 50 metres for F.A.I. Certificates.

The A/1 class glider was not considered suitable
for International competition, but a sub-committee
was set up to discuss proposals for a beginner’s
sailplane contest. Any country can submit plans for
a suitable model.

A proposal from Denmark that 2.5 c.c. should be
standardised for all types of International power
championships was agreed. This will be operative
from 1956. As the present series of Control Line
Speed Championships terminates this year, the
decision above will mean that in future there will be
only one class, t.e., 2.5 c.c.

It was felt that the faster speeds in Team Racing
necessitate longer lines as this reduces congestion
and makes passing safer. For this reason, and in
view of the fact that the new F.A.L line length of
15.92 metres (52.21 ft.) had met with general
approval, no consideration was given to reducing
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line length. (S.M.A.E. line length for Class A racing
. is 46 ft. 8in.) Various amendments to the rules
were to be put into practice at the Brussels meeting
in October and it is hoped that the December F.A.IL.
conference will then finalise Team Race rules.

The most important amendment was that for
marking out the circle in 8 segments. Racers draw
lots for starting in 4 consecutive segments (4 racing
at a time?) and competitors must refuel in the
nearest rearward segment to that of his point of
rolling to a halt. If that segment is engaged he can
move forward to the next segment.

Presumably this is intended to place a safety
take-off gap between racers, an item normally left
to the commonsense of competitors and referee in
British events.

Continental Trade

In recent weeks we have had the opportunity of
taking a look at the model shops in France, Italy and
Switzerland. It's amazing how one finds such
contrasts in crossing from one country to another.
Terrain, supplies and flying conditions change with
the language, and if we had our choice should we
live across the Channel, we would select the flat
calm areas of Northern Switzerland for flying, and
the model shops of Italy for selecting our material.
Not that the vast spaces in Central France are
unattractive, though it did happen to be windy
when we were there, but the real bugbear for
French modellers appears to be the high cost of
supplies, particularly engines.

British balsa is obtainable everywhere, but some
beautifully sanded sheet is now imported from the
U.S.A. into Switzerland where we find many other
interesting items including no less than five different
types and sizes of pulse jet, ranging from £5 10s.
to £7 each. In most countries there is a greater trade
in plans and raw material than for kits, which are in
any case limited to those cheaper lines for small
scale models, plus a few imported items from the
U.S.A. There is nothing new to report and we
gather that no spectacular announcements are
expected other than a big boost for Super Tigre
engines after their performance at Paris,

B.0.A.C. enters the Contest Field

Among the many trophies to be awarded at the
All-Britain Rally on September 25th at Radlett are
new “B.0.A.C. Speedbird” awards for first places in
Class A and B team racing. This marks the entry
of a British airline into the aeromodelling world,
and we trust that the sponsors will be gratified by
the response to their generosity. B.0.A.C. have also
offered to take all contest winners of the Radlett
meeting on a behind the scenes tour of London
Airport—a trip which will be worth winning.

Array of prizes at right are items for domestic decor to be
distributed at the Scottish Festival of Model Aviation, Heathfield,
on September 17th-18th. The hostesses are not included.
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Yolunteer Helpers

Though age and avoirdupois have long since
boosted us from two to four wheels (yes, the three
wheeled bath chair comes next!) we take an annual
delight in reading the excellent accounts of the Isle
of Man T.T. races in the Motor Cycle. This year
our eye was caught by the following item penned by
veteran writer Ixion, and it seemed so parallel to
affairs in our own hobby that we reproduce it here
in the hopes that some of the points will sink it.

Does it ever occur to you, when you casually scan
The Motor Cycle’s reports of weekend motor-cycling
fixtures, that thousands of folk must have toiled like
galley slaves to make the events a success? The vast
majority of the administrators who run the innumerable
smaller meets are lucky if they even get out-of-pocket
expenses. You may also have overlooked the fact that
many of these honorary volunteers are by no means
voung. A man must have had some experience of
command (and also of obedience) before he develops
that indefinable gift of authority. But organisers are
increasingly disturbed to find that the younger genera-
tion dislikes the *‘chores”. I underline this disturbing
aspect of the sport at the express request of some of the
men who have been bearing the burden and the heat of
day for many a year. Such fellows do not wish to be
publicised by name, or even to be thanked. But they
would appreciate more eager and good-natured help
from the juniors whom they hope to train for command
in the years ahead.

“NMotor CycLE” 16/6/55.

Granted, we could name a considerable number of
old hands who are never seen with a stopwatch in
their hand unless it is to check on the official
timekeepers; nevertheless the vast majority of
competitors found at aeromodelling meetings are in
their teens, and it is high time they learned to take
their share of responsibilities.

We favour the suggestion of some system of ‘time-
keeping credits’ by which any contestant who cannot
prove that he has pulled his whack during a contest
is eliminated. The number of volunteers for the
important task of clock-pushing is very rarely
adequate for the job, and the sooner we adopt some
method of coping with the situation the better.
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