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Editorial

Another month passes and we now approach the end of the outdoor flying for 2024.
Model flying will now be centred on indoor meetings of which there seem to be quite a few.

Although I do not get many reports and articles, I still ask and hope for some budding reporters
to put pen to paper or fingers to keyboards and provide some new content for the ‘New Clarion’.

The membership really appreciate reports and pictures from events and what you could write
may seem tame to yourself but it is of immense interest to others. End of plea.
You do not have to be a master of the English language, I can knock any input into shape. A
group of pictures from an event make an article in themselves. I can use any media even hand
written content will suffice.  End of plea 2.

What have we got this issue:

 Barrie Russell from New Zealand reports on the flying of his rescued Gas Buggy.
 I dig out another of my past articles from July 2003 (21 years ago, unbelievable)
 Pylonius from November 1955 has a dig at foreign competitors and their will to win.
 Nick Peppiatt, in his 81st. epistle, reflects back on the KeilKraft CO2 motor.
 News Review from 1949 features comments on prizes for rallies and Nationals, the

model aviation suppliers will no longer provide rally prizes free of charge.
 Peter Watt writes of another odd aircraft, the Thunderceptor XF-91.
 Heard at the Hangar Doors from 1954 reports on the SMAE annual dinner, the use of

fibre props and record flights at the Cardington meeting.
 Geoff Britain replies in detail to the query last month on the ‘All Britain Rally’.
 I pop in another chapter from the Zeppelin book.
 Gerry York sent a few pictures of himself flying a model of a vintage aircraft, anyone

recognise the aircraft?
 From the Aeromodeller Annual 1951, a fun model of Valentin the bird man.
 Roy Vaughn reports, with final league tables, on this year’s Southern Coupe League,

Benn Hobbs being the leader of the pack.
 Engine Analysis is the ENYA 15D, a good power source in its day.
 Martin Pike outlines his involvement in model flying in North Wales both indoors and

outdoors. He includes a few pictures.
 Roy Tiller looks back in the archives for more from “The Theory and Practice of Model

Aeroplaning” by V. E. Johnson.
 Roger Newman pens a few notes from North Wales with a nostalgic look back to the

halcyon days of Middle Wallop, and the Norman Marcus Lightweights comps by the
Croydon club. He also has unearthed another Lightweight, the ‘Yorkshire Pudding’ and
provides the details.

 Our secretary reports on the Croydon ‘Coupe Europa’ and SAM1066 events, together
with results and a picture of the Southern Coupe league winner Benn Hobbs performing.

 The usual three plans for the month are provided by Roger Newman’
 We finish on a sad note with Chris Redrup reporting the passing of one of our

distinguished members and promoter of the ‘Southern Coupe League’ Peter Hall.
A detailed obituary will appear next month

Editor
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Heron Gas Buggy (continued) - Barrie Russell (New Zealand)

John: Thought you might be interested in the follow up to date. I haven’t spent a lot of time
on the model but have got through one test flight and this is what I’ve reported in our
newsletter if it’s of any interest. It might provoke some comment and input from a reader
somewhere with knowledge of the Dutch Roll syndrome?

Dutch Roll. No it’s not something to eat, according to Wikipedia ; Dutch roll is
an aircraft motion consisting of an out-of-phase combination of "tail-wagging" (yaw) and
rocking from side to side (roll).

The effect is often prevalent in some of the early free flight models that we use in
vintage such as Tomboys. The Heron that I’ve recently refurbished for Barry had a
quite alarming DR under power so I took the advice I read on a forum on the web and
taped a couple of credit cards below the rudder to increase the fin area. The pundits
give the cause as too much dihedral or too little fin area. I don’t want to crack the wing
which as a lot of dihedral so this was an easier trial move!
The result was surprisingly successful so my next move is to increase the fin size
slightly, decrease the rudder component and add a sub fin beneath. The fact that I’m
changing the outline will void the model from serious competition, but that’s beside
the point in this case. The aim is to make it a comfortable flier for a new entrant to
vintage flying and it can still be flown in club fun comps.

I’m about to publish my monthly splurge and as is often the case I’ve struggled for up to date
copy, the usual editor’s lament. I was most interested to read your recollection of your work
at Dunlop Aviation, you certainly have a wide range of experience. It made interesting reading.

Sunday morning here and I’m thinking I need to get going out to the club and have just seen
the time on my computer. Would you believe, I’ve just lost an hour as I see we’ve just started
the summer daylight saving routine. Bugger, that’s another hour I won’t get back ! As they say
Time is precious especially at our age !

All the best, Barrie.

Barrie Russell (New Zealand)
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Stomper No.2 & Windy Wallop - John Andrews

Extract from old paperback Clarion July 2003
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John Andrews
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Indoor Isn’t For Everyone 81 - Nick Peppiatt

KeilKraft CO2 motor revisited

I have discussed this motor before in a couple of earlier columns. Gerard Moore has recently
acquired an example and has kindly sent me some photographs and the following comments: -

‘You mentioned the KK CO2 motor back in the December 2017 edition of the New Clarion. Alas
I can't help you with the how, where and when these appeared, but you may be interested in
some constructional details.

KeilKraft CO2 motor and original box. KeilKraft CO2 motor and Sparklets bulb holder
Note the manufacturer’s name ‘B.B.B. Trading Co’.

Dismantled KK CO2 motor Cylinder and back plate, stamped ‘KK’ and ‘2922’

This engine is a real whopper. Bore is 0.25" stroke is 0.30" that according to my abacus gives
a displacement of 0.0147cu". (0.24cc) Weight without a Sparklet is 1.8oz (52 grams).

The nearest contemporary engine to this was the OK CO2 that had a bore of 0.275" and the
same stroke. So the KK is slightly smaller. The cylinder is aluminium with a brass piston and
conrod, and it has 10 fins and 8 exhaust ports. The threaded portion for the crankcase is 3/8
x 26 tpi. The top of the cylinder is tapped 5/32 x 32 tpi to receive the feed pipe. This as far
as I know is usually a Whitworth thread or a ME thread and not likely to be used if the motor
had been made in the States.
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The ball valve is 1/8" diameter. The crankshaft is steel with a brass crank-web pinned to it and
a pressed in steel crankpin. The aluminium prop-driver is also pinned to the shaft permanently.
The crankshaft is threaded with 3/16 x 32 tpi thread. The crankcase is quite nicely die-cast,
possibly zinc-aluminium with a pressed in bearing for the crankshaft.

The design is undoubtedly a Brown, The lid of the box says it was manufactured by the B B B
Trading company. Could that be some initials for Bill Bill Brown?? Remember that Bill Browns
dad was also a Bill and that he handled all motors with a bore larger than 3/16th and dealt with
the Patent attorneys and set up the deal with Herkimers.

We can speculate then that Bill Brown III licenced KK to make the motors in England but that
they had to be sufficiently different from the OK motor.
The serial number on mine is 2922. I have attached some pictures. For size comparison I have
pictured it alongside a Telco and a Brown B100.’

KK CO2 motor and Telco comparison Gerard Moore’s KK CO2 motor
plumbed to a Gasparin tank.

As well as being a whopper, this motor is clearly a heavy one at 52 g, without the Sparklets
bulb, which itself has an empty weight of around 23 g, and is required in addition. In comparison,
this is the same weight as a Mills .75 and the contemporary Herkimer OK CO2 motor (on which
the design of the KK was based?} of 0.29 cc without the bulb is around 40 g. The later Modela
CO2 motor, of 0.27 cc capacity, is half the weight at 25 g with its tank.
The valve seat for the 1/8” dia ball is machined at the bottom of the threaded hole for the
pipe nipple at the top of the cylinder. This arrangement is shown in the drawings from the
article ‘Model CO2 Engines’ by F.J.Camm published in Newnes Practical Mechanics, June 1949,
which I discussed in IIFE 43 (NC October 2020).
However, I can report that Gerard has had his example running well. He machined a new pipe
nipple so that the motor could be connected to a large Gasparin tank, on which it will run for
several minutes. He does, however, question the life of the cylinder/piston material
combination. This, clearly, needs to be kept very well lubricated.
The serial number ‘2922’ stamped on the back plate indicates that several thousand, at least,
could have been made. However, it only appears to have been marketed for a short period. I
have found it featured only in the KeilKraft advertisements in the November and December
1948 editions of AeroModeller.
Coincidentally, a letter from Tom Crompton was published in the February 2024 issue of
SAM35Speaks concerning his re-working of KK CO2 motors, particularly replacing the brass
piston with a steel one carrying a rubber O-ring seal, Gasparin style.
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His last paragraph concluded: -

‘Just a small historic note I have often
heard it said these KK CO2 are a copy of the
OK……well having experienced both I have
to disagree. The OK was made on very
expensive machinery to I/C engine standard
with I/C type materials, the KK was
definitely not. It is well made as a
competent model engineer or small
engineering business could have made them.
The only similarity is in layout. They are of
different bore and stroke. I have also
heard from the rumour factory that they
were made by the same people that made
Weston engines. KK were the agent for
Weston engines so that may hold water.
Does anyone know anything for certain?’
Gerard’s example came with its original box,
on which is printed ‘Manufactured by the
B.B.B. Trading Co’. This is not a name I have
come across before. Does anyone have any
information about this company? In his book
on ‘CO2 Powered Model Aircraft’ Tony
Brookes also mentions the Weston motor
and a French version known as the
Micromoteur in the same short paragraph
as the KK motor. Did B.B.B. also make these?
Tony states that these motors are now
rare. I’m obviously aware of examples of the

OK and KK motors, but apart from these mentions I have not come across a Weston or
Micromoteur, either physically or in other literature.

Does anyone know better?
I can only assume that Westons refers to Weston Model Aero Supplies of Weston-super-Mare,
who supplied a now very rare and obscure small range of diesel engines. For further details of
these, see Adrian Duncan’s website:

AdriansModelAeroEngines.com :: Weston 3.5 cc Stunt Special.
I have checked the Weston advertisements in several contemporary editions of AeroModeller,
including December 1948, where the back page KeilKraft ad includes the ‘KK CO2 engine’ for
21/6*, and several in 1949 and have found no mention of a CO2 motor. The fact that some of
their advertisements are headed with the statement ‘The Home of Controline’, suggests that
free-flight was not a major interest to Westons, let alone CO2 motors. Can anyone shed any
light on this, please? And as for the French Micromoteur, this remains a total mystery!

* or £1.075 in decimal currency, for the benefit of younger readers. In comparison, in the same
issue of AeroModeller the cost of a Mills .75 was £3 7s 6d (£3.375), an extraordinary
difference considering that the material and labour costs required to produce both motors
must have been similar.

Nick Peppiatt
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News Review - Model Aircraft November 1049

Model Aircraft November  1949
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Republic Thunderceptor XF-91 - Peter Watt

During my primary school years, for the first 2 weeks of August, my parents took me to
Portrush (a seaside town near the Giant`s Causeway in N. Ireland).
When I was 8-10 the first thing I would do was to make a beeline to a shop named the White
House. It was one of those shops, most of which have now gone, that sold just about everything
but most importantly for me, stocked a selection of plastic kits.
One year I couldn’t resist the box art of a Lindberg ‘Republic Thunderceptor’ and had to have
it. I don`t remember much about actually building it but can be pretty sure I wouldn`t have
made a very good job.
A couple of years ago I found a company called KINGKIT who specialise in second hand plastic
kits and lo and behold they had one.
I had to have it but was unprepared for the abysmal quality of plastic models of the 50s – poor
accuracy, poor fits and detailing that made the rivets look like coach bolts.
I persevered and eventually after lots of sanding and filling produced, for me, a reasonable
finished article.

In December 1945 the USAF requested designs for a high altitude interceptor and one of the
submissions was from Republic which, as jet engines were still in the early stages of
development, was to be powered by a combination of jet and rocket engines.
At the end of May 1946 Republic started work on drawings, a mock up and two flying prototypes
under the designation XF- 91.
The design was unconventional, most notable for the wing plan form. The wings had inverse
taper i.e. the chord and section thickness increased towards the tips.

Because the wing root was thin the undercarriage retracted outwards into the tips. The wing
was also equipped with variable incidence which could be altered in flight. Slung under the wing
were huge drop tanks which contained liquid oxygen and water/alcohol for the rocket motors
plus kerosene for the jet engine. The tanks were to be jettisoned prior to combat.
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The design was originally conceived with a V tail but the first prototype appeared with a
conventional tailplane and fin.

The first flight took place on 9th. May 1949 at Edwards AFB.
For such an unconventional aircraft the test flight was so successful that it lasted for 40
minutes instead of the planned 15.

Further uneventful flights followed including use of the afterburner. The main problem with
the programme was the supply of the rocket motors from an external supplier. In December
1952 when supply problems were solved test pilot Russell Roth took the machine to 600mph
under conventional jet power. In level flight he fired up the afterburner and ignited the rocket
motors.
The aircraft broke the sound barrier and was credited to be the first non X plane to fly faster
than sound in level flight.

Another characteristic of the aircraft was, with its leading edge dropped, it showed
remarkable low speed stability. On landing after one test flight the Sabre chase plane couldn`t
slow down and shot past the XF-91.

The second prototype as originally designed with ‘V’ tail



14

The second prototype appeared as originally conceived with the V tail and reconfigured rocket
motors. It flew equally successfully but even attempts to redesign the XF-91 into an all-
weather fighter with a nose radome and semi-circular intake didn`t save the project and it was
abandoned in favour of more conventional and simpler designs such as the Convair or F-102
Delta Dagger. A sad end to such an interesting aircraft from the era when they were designed
by men and not computers.

Peter Watt
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller November 1954
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Aeromodeller November 1954
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All Britain Rally - Geoff Smith

Hi John.
A response to Roger's question "does anyone have similar memories of the All Britain Rally?"

Yes I do.
I attended my first one at the tender age of 10, in 1950 and attended every one until they
ceased in 1957. I had 3 or 4 programs which I gave to Roy for the 1066 archives.

I have in my possession a copy of the History of St. Albans MAC compiled in 2000 by the late
Martin Pressnell, so I have extracted a few bits of information.

The first rally was held in 1946 and called the All Herts Rally. It was still called this in 1950,
but sometime in the early 50's it changed to All Britain Rally, presumably due to its size.
The 3rd rally in 1948 attracted a crowd of 6000 - 8 comps attracted 348 entries from 55
clubs.

The last rally was in 1957 and it ceased for 2 reasons - the retirement of Sir Frederick
Handley- Page and the management lost interest, but also the crowds and entries taxed the
small St. Albans club membership (about 30).

What do I remember about those rallies?
Firstly, it was an awful drome for free flight - enormous length (had to be for Victor bombers),
but oh so narrow. The wind was always across the narrow direction and a flight of a little over
a minute took you over a main railway line (perfectly safe as the trains were all steam) into the
fields beyond.
With the max in those days being 5 minutes, those fields were full of modellers searching for
wayward models.

Sadly downsizing, 11 years ago, I got rid of my near complete set of Aeromodeller, but the rally
account in one of those early 50's mags tells a story of the late George Fuller placing in the
rubber comp after "building a complete new fuselage on the field" - what an achievement".

At the 1957 rally, the Junior Mirror - who remembers that?, ran 3 comps for juniors and I
achieved my first FF success - placing 3rd in power with an AM25 powered Skyleda Zipper.

The prizes were presented by John "cats eyes" Cunningham the esteemed DH pilot and great
supporter of the rally.

There are far too many memories to recount here, but 2 are worthy of a mention:
Firstly the unique water tank for the ROW rubber and power events
Secondly the wonderful Dynajet powered C/L Vampire built by Johny Nunn. What a noise when
that fired up, people dropped everything and ran from every corner of the airfield to watch
that model in flight.

Finally I have in my possession wonderful accounts of both the St.Albans and Croydon clubs.

One other club that surely deserves similar treatment is Northern Heights. Founded in 1931,
it ran excellent galas, post war, at Langley airfield near Slough and throughout the 1950's at
RAF Halton.
Is there anyone out there who could produce a historical document, before it's too late.

Regards

Geoff Smith.
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Zeppelin (continued) - John Christopher
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John Christopher
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Identify Aircraft - Gerry York

Here is a question for you. What Vintage Aircraft am I flying a model of? (good English that)

Gerry York
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Valentin the Birdman - Aeromodeller Annual 1951
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Aeromodeller Annual 1951
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Southern Coupe League - Roy Vaughn

Southern Coupe League 2024

The weather and falling participation have contributed to a sparse league this year.   The best
attended event by far with 17 entries was the Birmingham club's gala event at North
Luffenham.  This benefited from a central, accessible location which attracted many occasional
entrants.

The majority of events were held on Salisbury Plain which seems to put many people off.  One
person who has not been deterred is the winner, Ben Hobbs of Oxford.  Although he didn't
manage a win, he competed in six of seven events, more than anyone else, and so accumulated
a full set of five scores sufficient to reach the top of the heap.  Alan Brocklehurst of Bristol
and West had a good season, winning all three events that he entered for second place.  Ron
Marking came all the way from Cornwall on a couple of occasions to accumulate a full set of top
three placings for third in the League.

Ben only started Coupe flying 7 years ago at the age of 78 so I asked 'how come'?  In his own
words:
"My aeromodelling started in 1950,when Dad purchased a Frog Diana kit, many other models
from KK, Frog and Veron were built and flown in the 'rec', surrounded by trees!   This carried
on till my 20's, about 1965-ish.  Work and marriage then took over.  One of the more interesting
jobs was for a company called 'Latcade' which turned into Williams GP Engineering, I was one
of 10 employees, that was 1977. I found myself buying more machine tools and taking on
personnel to operate them, ordering materials and so on.   Frank handed me a signed cheque to
buy a CNC Lathe, prompted by Patrick Head, I had to buy Japanese because British machines
were not sufficiently advanced at that time.  The work was interesting, but demanding, if the
team needed an item for the next race, then we would work the hours maybe till 11pm.  I shared
one large magnesium part with Ross Brawn, I worked till 10 pm then Ross till 9am,   After 4
years we parted company, as they had grown big and needed to reorganise.

I came back to model aircraft at age 78, a bit late, and a steep learning curve, but enjoyable.
I can't remember precisely what prompted me, but I have pals who fly radio, think I visited
when one was building.  I went up to Retford to watch F5B (12 ft span electric soaring). Over
enthusiastic I bought plans for a Bill Austin model, never got built.  Did not like flying a small
R/C, so free flight always beckoned although I did enjoy single channel, a KK Deacon when
young, flew it for years.
I have always liked to "do things my way" so my Coupes are all O/D, a bit rough round the edges,
but capable. "

You will have heard of the sad loss of the League's chief protagonist, Peter Hall, recently.
Peter and I had agreed prior to the start of the season that this would be our last as organisers
(collators of results) of the League.  That's not the end of the League however because Gavin
Manion has agreed to take over the reins next year.  Hopefully the move northwards will help
to re-energise the Coupe scene.
For those tiring of old time designs, Coupe is surely an attractive proposition.  High tech,
bounty models are no guarantee of success.  Traditional construction is competitive with high
tech models because the class is most often a test of air-picking skill.  The models are light,
avoiding the need for RDT.  And the two minute max helps limit the chore of retrieval for
ageing legs!
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Results Coupe Europa
Entrant Club Lg. Score Time Flyoff

1 A.Brocklehurst B&W 12 6.00 1.28
2 R.Vaughn Crookham 9 6.00
3 B.Hobbs Oxford 8 5.10
4 M.Stagg B&W 7 1.46
5 C.Chapman B&W 6 1.45
6 P.Masterman Vikings 5 0.48

Final League Standings
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Total

1 B. Hobbs Oxford 9 7 7 9 8 8 41

2 A. Brocklehurst B&W 12 12 12 36

3 R. Marking CVA 8 9 12 29

4 P. Woodhouse Morley 12 12 24

5 M. Stagg B&W 8 7 15

6 G. Manion Birmingham 6 7 13

7 N. Allen 12 12

8 C. Foster Morley 9 9

= R. Vaughn Crookham 9 9

= S. Fielding Morley 9 9

= S. Dixon Birmingham 9 9

12 S. Philpott Birmingham 8 8

= J. Paton Oxford 8 8

= T. Winter CVA 8 8

15 I. Taylor Birmingham 7 7

16 C. Chapman B&W 6 6

17 B. Whitehead Peterborough 5 5

= P. Masterman Vikings 5 5

19 A. Moorhouse 4 4

20 B. Dennis Oxford 3 3

21 M. Marshall 2 2

22 S. Darmon 1 1

23 A. Hewitt 0

= L. Drennan 0

= G. Warburton 0

= R. Elliott 0

= P. Carter 0

= G. Peck 0

Roy Vaughn
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Engine Analysis: ENYA 15D - Aeromodeller November 1957
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Aeromodeller November 1957
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North Wales - Martin Pike

Indoor and outdoor model flying in North Wales

I have been organising indoor flying sessions since 2017; initially in Bethesda (hence our
Facebook page is titled 'Indoor Model Flying in Bethesda), but more recently in a larger hall in
Bangor.

We meet every month during the winter (September to May) and fly outside whenever we can.
There is no club, just interested people. We are lucky to be able to fly over a large upland bog
(1.5x1.5km) which may not have a runway but is blessed with forgiving long grass.

For the indoor meetings, I bring free flight models to lend out to newcomers, keep a stock of
basic kits and try to help people get things flying.
Many of the RC flyers that attend have little or no experience of free flight models. We fly
both RC and free flight models, no defined slots, but giving way to each other.

A Hangar Rat built and flown well by an RC pilot - John Charles

Upcoming events, all in the Brailsford Centre, Bangor, LL57 2EH
The hall is 23x25x10m with high ceiling ducts, only one of which hides a model!

Sun 3/11/24 @15:00 - 18:00
Monday 4/11/2024 @1600-1800
(an extra, trimming for Nijmegen competition)
Sun 1/12/24 @ 15:00 - 18:00
Sun 05/01/25 @ 15:00 – 18:00
Sun 02/02/25 @ 15:00 – 18:00
Sun 02/03/25 @ 15:00 – 18:00
Sun 06/04/25 @ 15:00 – 18:00
Sunday 11/5/2025 - this will be part of the Welsh indoor/outdoor

flying event 10-12th May

Allan's ambitious profile scale model, also for Nijmegen
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A kit scale entry for Nijmegen - the VMC kit by Martin Pike

Our outdoor site. Spartan Bomber...built by a late aeromodeller. An excellent flyer.

Martin Pike
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DBHLibrary - Roy Tiller

Report No.165 Our earliest books.
Continuing with “The Theory and Practice of Model Aeroplaning” by V. E. Johnson we come to

Chapter 11. Helicopter Models.

”There is no difficulty whatsoever about making successful
model helicopters, whatever difficulty there may be about
full size machines.

“The earliest flying models were helicopters. As early as
1796 Sir George Cayley constructed a perfectly successful
helicopter model: it should be noted that the screws were
superimposed and rotated in opposite directions.

“In 1812 a Mr. Phillips constructed a successful power-
driven model helicopter. It consisted of a steam generator
and four fans supported between eight arms. By the escape of steam from the arms the fans
were caused to revolve with immense energy, so much so, that the model rose to an immense
altitude and flew across two fields before it alighted. The motive power employed was obtained
from the combustion of charcoal, nitre and gypsum, the products of combustion mixing with
water in the boiler and forming a gas-charged steam, which was delivered at high pressure to
the extremities or the eight arms. This model is in all probability the first model actuated by
steam which actually flew.“
There were no dimensions of pictures of this steam-powered drone other than its weight, which
was given as 2 lb. Should you decide to build a steam-powered helicopter ask your chemist not
for nitre, instead use today’s name for this material which is Potassium Nitrate.

The Author refers to the Cayley type of helicopter as little toys which can be purchased from
any good toy shop for about 6d. and suggest
that the reader try more ambitious types.

“Supposing we desire to construct a helicopter of a more ambitious and scientific character,
possessing a vertically rotating propeller for horizontal propulsion as well as horizontally
rotating propellers for lifting purposes. There is one essential point that must be carefully
attended to, and that is, that the horizontal propulsive thrust must be in the same plane as the
vertical lift, or the only effect will be to cause the model to turn somersaults.
Instead of using two long vertical rods as well as one long horizontal one for the rubber strands,
we might dispense with the two vertical ones and use gearing to turn the torque action through
a right angle for the lifting screws, and three horizontal rubber strands for the three
propellers. The model would require something in the form of a vertical fin or keel to give a
sense of direction”
So, there you have helicopters, from Toys to Drones to Chinooks and all in 1910.

We are now about half way through the book, page 115, and that is the end of designing, building
and flying model aircraft.



32

Chapter 12. Experimental Records.
This chapter is very short on words and has a couple of charts with headings but no entries.

Chapter 13. Model Flying Competitions.
At this time, there are no clear and agreed rules for competitions, each club making its own
rules which may vary from meeting to meeting. Typical competitions would be open with respect
to type, size and weight of model. The winner being determined by such as:-
Longest flight, measured in a straight line.
Best stability.
Longest glide, launched from a given height, without power.
Greatest height.
Swiftest flight over a measured distance.
Best all round model.

The Author suggests size classes for models running from Class A surface area 1 sq.ft. and
under through to Class E surface area 8 sq. ft. and over.

Chapter 14. Useful notes, tables, formulae, etc.
This chapter comprehensively does what it says.

Appendix A. Some models which have won Medals at Open Competitions.

The winning models are predominantly of canard layout as shown in the pictures below.
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There follows:-

“A Short List of Scientific Books published and sold by E. & F. Spon, London.

Sole English agents for the books of-

Nycron C. Clark, New York.

The Business Code Company, Chicago.

Spon & Chamberlain, New York.”

The book’s main section concluded at page 148. The “Short list”, starting at page 1 and running
to a total of 56 pages, makes up a remarkable one quarter of the total book. Such lists are
particularly boring but, within the pages, was a “pink flyer” advertising kits and plans for sale.
I do not claim to have read every word in this book, but I had not noticed any mention of the
availability of plans for model aircraft until I came to that pink flyer. Some parts of the pinkie
are shown below including the offer of plans and materials (in the rough) for a glider to carry
“an ordinary man”. So no good to all you extraordinary men out there and no complaining about
the quality of the wood, we told you to expect it to be “in the rough”.

We have all had kits just like that!

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com Roy Tiller
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Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

Notes from North Wales October 2024

Start with something a little different. Long (?) ago when we held SAM1066 comps in
conjunction with the Croydon Club, there was a Croydon hosted comp for Norman Marcus
Lightweights encompassing his four best known lightweight designs – namely Raff V, Supa Dupa,
Dinah Mite & Bazooka. Norman Marcus being, of course, a Croydon Club stalwart. In the early
days this comp was quite popular & was flown to SAM1066/35 rules for Small Vintage Rubber
(Vintage Lightweights) – any model designed for rubber power with wingspan up to & including
34” from the Vintage period (up to January 1951). Like many good things, over time entries
diminished particularly after the demise of Middle Wallop. Predecessor comps held at MW for
the Small Vintage Lightweights usually attracted an excellent following & keen competition.
Anyway whilst browsing the plan list for this month's plans, I came across a plan for the
Yorkshire Pudding which appeared in the Sept 1946 Model Aircraft mag. This triggered a chain
of thought about what other lightweights existed for this period, which in turn lead to a quick
search of our plan list. Fortunately when keyed up, the spreadsheet included a commented
column for model types which included Vintage Lightweights. The list revealed (not in any
particular order) Bazooka, Raff V, Supa Dupa, Dinah Mite, The Collector, Cats Whisker, Hep
Cat, Buckeridge Lightweight, Mick Farthing L/W, Yorkshire Pudding, Rara Avis Mk IV &
Blackpool Rock. Quite a few of these have appeared at Middle Wallop over the years, flown
mostly with great success.

It is highly probable that those who are expert in this field have written about, built, flown &
discussed the merits or otherwise of some or all of these models. As a practitioner who is
absolutely not skilled in the art of such models, I am certainly not equipped to comment –
adversely or favourably, on any one of the designs but it might be of interest to our community
to give them an airing before we forget all about this particular category of our hobby, which
in the past has given a great deal of pleasure to the original designers & fliers & to our
generation of vintage model aeroplane modellers. I am in the process of digging out original
articles which – where possible, will include a thumb nail of the plan. For these, I shall be
indebted to our Hon. Librarian, Roy Tiller. There are doubtless other designs from the same
era, but those named above are – as noted above, extracted from our own plan library.
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The first of these is the Yorkshire Pudding, which to the best of my knowledge, never made an
appearance at MW – I stand to be corrected! Hopefully another next month.
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An old time image from Italian days gone by; text is Google translation:

It's 1933. The famous photographer Robert Doisneau immortalised this distinguished
grandfather of the time throwing his rubber band model in front of an elegant and slightly
incredulous lady.

And another – note the formal dress code in both cases!

Gustavo Clerici with the elastic model with which he won the Bonmartini Cup held in Rome towards the end of 1929.
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There is the regular annual BMFA Auction to be held at Buckminster on Sunday 3rd November,
with viewing on 2nd Nov. The latter date coincides with the BMFA AGM. There is a further
auction at the same location to be held on 24th November, again with viewing on the preceding
day. These are now well established & very successful events.

The catalogue for the 3rd Nov has some 465 items currently listed with the regular selection
of engines & kits.

The engines include a multiplicity of Oliver Tigers & replicas in various capacities, pretty well
all looking in great condition.

For anyone wishing to stock up, a quick skim indicates quite a few desirable items. You can view
the catalogue on-line at Catalogue 3rd November 2024 V2 , it has photos of each entry.
Facilities exist for in attendance bidding, on-line bidding & pre-bidding.

The 77th Annual General Meeting of the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers Ltd is to be
held on Saturday 2nd November at BMFA Buckminster and online via Zoom Conferencing, at
1.30pm. For full details see https://agm.bmfa.uk/

Roger Newman

Secretary’s Notes for November 2024 - Ray Elliott

Croydon Coupe Europa / SAM 1066 Competition Salisbury Plain 13th October

This competition was blessed with almost perfect weather; sunny intervals, light (but variable)
winds and a temperature of around 10-11C.. With the wind forecast to vary from northerly in
the morning to south easterly in the afternoon it was decided that the best place to set up
control would be at the southeast corner of the trimming field. This plan was thwarted as on
arrival we found that the farmer had cows grazing on the trimming field with both access
tracks blocked by an electric fence.

The only option was to set up at the airstrip and that is what we did. This worked OK generally
but there was an issue with a barbed wire fence on the south side of the airstrip when the
wind was from the north, and then in the afternoon with the trees to the northwest with the
south-easterly breeze.

Flying got underway a little after 10, due to all the shenanigans, with a mini rush of entries; we
ended up with 6 in F1G (Coupe Europa), 4 in Mini Vintage and 2 in Combined Vintage/Classic
Glider. No entries in Vintage Coupe and Combined Vintage/Classic Power.

Although entries were low each contest was keenly fought. F1G became a two-horse race
between Alan Brocklehurst and Roy Vaughn with both maxing out.  Unfortunately, Roy’s model
DT’d into the aforementioned trees on his 3rd flight and he decided not to get out another
model for the fly off. This left Alan to make a token flight to win. Ben Hobbs was third.

Roy managed to find and retrieve his model after the contest.

Mini Vintage featured 2 rubber models and 2 gliders. The winner was Dave Cox flying a Nord,
Nick Peppiatt second with a Pinocchio and Dave Etherton third with his Satu.

Dave Cox won Combined Vintage/Classic Glider with Dave Etherton second.
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Results
F1G Coupe Europa

1st. - Alan Brocklehurst 360 + 128
2nd. - Roy Vaughn 360
3rd. - Ben Hobbs 310
4th. - Martin Stagg 106
5th. - Chris Chapman 105
6th. - Paul Masterman 48

Mini Vintage
1st. - Dave Cox 5.58           Nord
2nd. - Nick Peppiatt 5.29           Pinocchio
3rd. - Dave Etherton 3.58 Satu
4th. - Paul Masterman 1.47           Bazooka

Combined Vintage/Classic Glider
1st. - Dave Cox 5.41 Nord
2nd. - Dave Etherton 4.12 Satu

The Flitehook Trophy for F1G teams was won by Bristol and West.

Croydon DMAC would like to thank the London Area of the BMFA for their support for the
Coupe Europa.

Benn Hobbs launches his F1G with Roy Vaughn on the clock

Ray Elliott
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Rubber: L.G.1 – quirky older time model with construction not using balsa

Power: Handley Page 115 for Jetex from the stable of Doug Mc Hard
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Footnote “borrowed” from Wikiepedia. The Handley Page HP.115 was an experimental delta wing
aircraft designed and produced by Handley Page. It was built to test the low-speed handling
characteristics to be expected from the slender delta configuration anticipated for a future supersonic
airliner.

The HP.115 was designed during the 1950s as part of the wider supersonic aircraft research programme
that was sponsored by the Ministry of Supply. At the time, both the delta wing and supersonic flight
were  relatively recent innovations. By 1956, the Supersonic Transport Committee had been deemed
necessary to build a demonstrator to prove that the slender delta wing design was not only suitable for
high speed flight but would also be reasonably functional at lower speeds as well. Initially, work centred
around an unpowered glider, but it was determined that a self-powered aircraft would be less expensive
(?). Accordingly, Handley Page was selected to produce its proposal, the jet powered HP.115.

On 17 August 1961, the sole HP.115 performed its
maiden flight; flight testing of the wing commenced
shortly thereafter. A separate research aircraft,
the BAC 221, was also built to study the high-speed
aspects of the wing research. Over a relatively
lengthy period of experimental flying, the HP.115
proved itself to be relatively capable and provided
significant data regarding delta wing
characteristics during the take-off and landing
phases.

The aircraft itself was withdrawn from the test programme in 1974 and subsequently preserved; it is
presently on static display at the Fleet Air Arm Museum. The HP.115 had helped validate the properties
of the slender delta wing, leading to a similar wing being adopted for Concorde, the Anglo-French
supersonic airliner that entered service during the 1970s. (My foot footnote: it seems the HP 115 is now
in the reserve collection housed at Cobham Hall - opposite the Museum & not on permanent display)

Glider: Hervat old timer HLG from the USA – guaranteed to develop one's chucking muscles.

Roger Newman



41

Aeromodeller Departed: Peter Hall - Chris Redrup

Peter Hall 1935-2024

I am sorry to have to announce that Peter Hall passed away in hospital on the 11th October,
suffering from pneumonia.
Peter was a longstanding and much loved member of Crookham Contest Modellers, competing
successfully in a number of rubber competition classes, although his main love was always Coupe
d’Hiver. Peter excelled in this class, regularly flying his own design models to success both here
and in France.
Everyone who knew Peter will have fond memories of him as a quiet, charming and amusing
friend who was generous with both his time and his knowledge.
He will be greatly missed by us all and we send our sincere condolences to his wife Sue.
Details of the funeral will be announced as soon as they are available

A more detailed appreciation of Peter’s interesting and varied life is being prepared by his
friends for the next edition of the New Clarion.

Chris Redrup
Chairman CCM

Events and Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2024
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 24th Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 25th Sunday

March 10th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 29th Good Friday Northern Gala, Barkston

April 1st Monday Croydon Wakefield day + SAM1066 - SP
April 13th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
April 14th Sunday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
April 28th Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

May 19th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 25th Saturday FF Nationals, Salisbury Plain
May 26th Sunday FF Nationals, Salisbury Plain
May 27th Monday FF Nationals, Salisbury Plain

June16th Sunday BMFA 4th Area

July 7th Sunday BMFA 5th Area
July 21st Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 3rd Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
August 4th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
August 18th Sunday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
August 18th Sunday Southern Area BMFA Gala, Odiham

September 1st Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 14th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 15th Sunday Equinox Cup, Sculthorpe
September 28th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain
or September 29th Sunday

October 6th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 13th Sunday Croydon Coupe Europa + SAM1066 - SP
October19th Saturday Midland Gala, Venue, North Luffenham
October 26th Saturday Petit Classique de Brum, North Luffenham
Or October 27th Sunday

November 5rd Sunday Buckminster Gala, BMFA Centre
or November 17th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites

SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim-rc.club
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email members@sam1066.org to let us know your new
cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor John Andrews


