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This newsletter is published bi-monthly to feature model 
aircraft building and flying and to report on aeromodelling 
events  in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Contributing material and requests for inclusion on the distri-
bution list may be forwarded to — 

John Lamont 
Unit 5, 1326 Main Road, Eltham, 3095 
Ph: 03 9431 0044 
Mob: 0415 384 823 
E-mail: jlamont2@bigpond.com 
 
 

As the weather slowly improves more events are 
taking place and the content of AMN  is increasing. 
I find it more difficult to travel to country venues 
these days and extend my thanks to those who 
send photographs and reports of the more distant 
aeromodelling  events. 
 
 
John Lamont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  On the Cover. 
Ron Clark's 3.4m wingspan, scratch built, Avro Lancaster  
powered by four Saito FG -21 four stroke engines. 
     

    From the Editor 
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   MARCS  at  BOUNDARY ROAD   

                 circa 1965 - 1967 

(Photographs by Rob Dickson) 
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                                      Rob Dickson passed on this photograph of a pair of Bristol Bulldogs  at a display at RAAF Laverton in 1934.  

In the late 1950's or early 1960's I attended an airshow at RAAF Base Laverton which featured the F-86 Sabre, Avro 707A, Winjeel and Gloster Meteor. Laverton had 

grown by then with numerous hangars and paved runways for the modern jet aircraft. The Rolls Royce Avon powered F-86 was built by Commonwealth Aircraft 

Corporation at Fisherman's Bend as was the CAC Winjeel. The AVRO 707A was a 1/3 scale aircraft built in the UK to test the aerodynamics of the proposed Avro 

Vulcan delta winged bomber . The large aircraft flying in the background looks like an Avro Lancaster.  

EARLY AIRSHOWS  

AT  

RAAF BASE LAVERTON. 
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Ringmaster Fly-a-Thon 

2022 

This year saw a good turn-out for the 2022 Worldwide Ringmaster 
Fly-a-Thon participation from the KMAC and CLAG flyers on the 
weekend of October 1st and 2nd after last year was impacted by 
many of us having restrictions on getting out. While CLAMF was 
hosting some NSW visitors for a few racing and speed events on the 
weekend as a fill-in for the washed-out NSW State Championships, 
those people who were simply looking to have a few low-pressure 
flights with some friends dusted off their Ringmasters.  
 
There was a small group out and about at Knox on Saturday in 
beautiful conditions, with a good crowd enjoying brilliant sunshine on 
Sunday although it became a bit breezy later on Sunday afternoon. 
The Gippsland chapter of KMAC (known as CLAG i.e. Control-line 
Aeromodellers of Gippsland) made good use of the sports fields in 
the middle of the Moe racecourse and there were a couple of flights 
put in at the Doncaster club field. 
 
 All up, there were thirteen pilots who put in fifty-five flights using 
eleven different models. Gary Whitbourn's Ringmaster Junior joined 
a bunch of traditional S1 variants fielded by Bernie Cosgriff, Ken 
Maier, Colin Collyer, Bruce Mackay, Phil Thomas, Graham Keene, 
John Goodge, Ron Jones and Steve Vallve, with Reeve Marsh flying 
a later S1A type. Others who had a fly of the available models were 
Peter Lemm and Alan Whitbourn.            
                                       
                                       Report and photographs by Reeve Marsh 

                   Phil Thomas and his son preparing to fly at KMAC . 

         "CLAG" flyers, left to right: Graham Keene, John Goodge, Ron Jones.  "KMAC" group, left to right:- Bruce Mackay, Gary Whitbourn, Peter Lemm,     

Les Varga.  

                                                         "KMAC" flyers. 



 6 Australian  Model  News 



 7 Australian  Model  News 

FORT WORTH  

"THUNDERBIRDS" 
60th ANNIVERSARY AIRSHOW 

If you are reading this then I hope you thoroughly enjoyed our 
anniversary party on October,1st.  At  one point there were over ninety
-five vehicles parked in the parking lot and along Joe Joplin lane; in 
fact, in a drone video of the field you could see that cars continually 
arrived throughout the afternoon.  
 
The airshow was both colourful and entertaining and I received a half 
dozen comments from people who were unaffiliated with the club. Our 
club members put on a dazzling display comprising of warbirds, 
gliders, helicopters, turbines and more, plus we had free snow cones, 
funnel cakes, free drinks and an engrossing airshow announcement 
program.  
 
We have put on several airshows in the past and three of them were 
for the 40th, 50th and now this 60th anniversary. If we include other 
large and public events that we have hosted at the field, it is my 
opinion that this ranks as the best one we have ever done. To look 
around at the spectators and to see people of every background; from 
the young children playing with their snow cones to the senior citizens 
sitting on the benches enjoying the perfect weather and the airshow.  
Everyone involved worked professionally and diligently to make this a 
proud moment for the club, but there was payback for all Thunderbirds 
who participated in one way or another.  To cap off the evening, at 
5:30pm In’N’Out Burger catered 150 meals. There was plenty of food 
for everyone and many members went back for seconds, and possibly 
even thirds as I was informed. This was a real treat and not something 
we had never done before. It was well received and truly a fitting end 
to the long day hosting our visitors.  
 
More than one member approached me to say, “We should do this 
every year!” Indeed, it is a thought but it is a huge undertaking and an 
expensive one at that; however, it takes a lot of time to organize and  if 
you are interested in running a show next year, then let us know at the 
upcoming club meeting. We also want to hear your thoughts and 
constructive criticism.  

                          Chris Berardi 

A group of men with a common thread interest in aviation formed a 
radio control airplane modelling club known as the Fort Worth 
Saracens. This club morphed in 1962 to become the Fort Worth 
Thunderbirds. Sixty years later the Fort Worth Thunderbirds has 
become one of the premier radio control modelling clubs in the 
country. 
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"THUNDER OVER BENBROOK" 

  JET FLY-IN 

      More pictures from the Fort Worth  "Thunderbirds" Club. 
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It certainly has been a frustrating year for aeromodellers weather 
wise with rain and flooded fields and this happening again for the 
Seaplane Weekend. In past years we have had to contend with Lake 
Hume being near empty or with too much water. This year it was the 
latter as, prior to the planned event, the lake had risen to 97% full, a 
level that  allows the event  to still be run, though in a restricted area. 
 
With the lake at this level, it was decided that the event would be 
run, however, in the weeks before the event the lake started 
dropping as the authorities released water to allow for a large 
expected inflow from predicted rainfall. 
 
The lower level exposed a muddy area right on the water’s edge 
where the pit area and pilots’ box would be located but the vagaries 
of the weather again changed everything and the lake started rising 
again just before the event. This covered the muddy foreshore 
leaving a grassy area making it ideal for flying our model seaplanes. 
 
The weekend brought the best weather we had experienced for 
weeks, sunny conditions with almost no wind and a smooth lake. 
Twenty four participants really enjoyed a weekend of flying, 
displaying several wonderful aircraft. Most pilots were local members 
but there were also some visitors from Wangaratta and Canberra. 
The TCMAC has been successful in negotiating access to the lake 
from the authority that controls the area and we now have use of the 
site for flying from 3pm on Saturday all through summer. Keep an 
eye on the TCMAC website for information regarding dates for these 
activities. 
                                                                  Report by David Balfour.  
                                                        Photographs by  Dan Davies 

ALBURY  FLOAT  FLY 

2022 

        Peter Graeber, Ken Osborne and  Tim Knight with Ken's PBY- 5A "Catalina". 

                             Rob Hulett with his four engine "Ugly Stik". 
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                              David Tulk with his Piper J3 "Cub" on floats. 

                                   Ron Hammond's "Carbon Cub" lifts off.                                            John Nicholas' “Sea Dart”. 

                                David Tulk's J3 "Cub" returning  to the shore. 

                                                                                                           Rob Hulett also flew this "Seamaster" 

                       Peter Graeber's Sikorski S- 43 amphibian on the step.      The rescue boat "Kumagutsa" crewed by  Chris Henry and Alwyn Brunton.  
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          David Balfour's DHC-2 "Beaver" in Qantas livery. These aircraft flew in New Guinea on domestic services in the 1950’s. 

                                                                                      A spectacular photograph of one of natures amphibians cruising by. 

                   Chris Henry preparing to take off with his "Ugly Stik".                                 Owen Gibbens launching his model. 
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TINGALPA MAC  

WARBIRDS and BIPLANES DAY 

Adrian Hellwig's Nieuport 28 won the 70"- 90" wingspan Class and the Peter 

Cutler Memorial Trophy. 

        Malcolm Clark's Focke-Wulf 190A won the under 70" wingspan Class. 

            Noel Stewart won the over 90" wingspan Class with his Fokker D.VII. 

 

The Dave Summers Cup was won by Ron Dobbie and his Brown B2 Racer 

"Miss Los Angeles".  
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  GREENSBOROUGH  MODEL  AIRCRAFT  CLUB 

In the midst of our long stretch of poor weather Friday 18th of 
November was a calm sunny day and I went to GMAC for what I 
thought was to be a meeting of  control line flyers.  
 
It was soon apparent that others were taking advantage of the fine 
day and a nice collection of different types of model took to the air. 
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SHORT  

SUNDERLAND 

Andrew's model, a profile aircraft built from foam sheet and powered by four small electric motors, is easily recognised as one of 

the large WWII flying boats used in Allied efforts to counter the threat posed by German U-boats in the Battle of the Atlantic. 

Andrew  Halstead's 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U-boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Atlantic
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New Zealand 

                        
Modelling 

Free flight scale both indoor and out door is very popular in New 
Zealand and these photographs are reproduced from "Slipstream" 
the bulletin of the Aukland Model Aero Club. 

  Stan Mauger winding his Nesmith Cougar built by the late Angus Macdonald 

Stan Mauger brought two models destined for the Nats. His CO2 Monocoupe Velie is Gasparin 120 powered 

and the Kit Scale Cessna below it has already been flown outdoors at previous Nationals. 
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Dave Jackson fitted in an impressive flight with his ultra light and ultra slow 

flying F1L . 

Big and little Eastbourne Monoplanes. Richard Fallas’s larger model is 
Gasparin 120 powered for Kit Scale. Alan Reed’s model was flown in Peanut 
Scale.  

 
      An A.V.RoeTriplane and a Caudron Biplane, two rather ambitious models built by Anthony Hope Cross, were still at testing stage.  

 Tony Woodroofe judging Stan Mauger’s Keil Kraft Auster Arrow for static points. 

After some perseverance Ken Smith was rewarded with a great flight with his 

VMC Cessna 140. He is seen loading rubber into the model with his Modelair 

Hornet in the foreground.  
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                                                                                                      The Lanzo "Bomber" is a popular chioice. 

                                    Mike Mulholland launching his "Playboy".                                   Trevor Glogau and 1939 "Streamliner.  
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                               Bryan Treloar with his 1936 "Red Zephyr".              Joe Bradbury (centre)  Stew Cox (left) and Kevin Daly (right).   

                                 David Wilkins taking off with his "Demon".                Ian Crossland’s elegant 1939 "Mercury" homing in on the spot . 

                                          Trevor Glogau's "Hurricane".                                   Trevor Glogau's 1949 Keil Kraft "Falcon". 

(Photo by Ross Gray) 
(Photo by Ross Gray) 
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AUSTRALIAN  PATTERN  ASSOCIATION 

at  

GREENSBOROUGH MAC 

RESULTS
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Melbourne Cup weekend saw Rick and I escaping from our 
flood ravaged little town to Naracoorte where we were hoping 
for a couple of days where we do not have to wear gum boots 
and rain coats to go outside. All the way across we saw signs 
of flood damage in both small and large towns, it has certainly 
been a trying time for many. On a brighter note, arriving at the 
field on Friday, it was pleasing to find it in excellent condition 
and although it was cool and windy there was no sign of rain.  
             
Saturday dawned overcast and windy, however this did not 
deter the hardy who spent most of the day in the air. Saturday 
night saw the local members put on an excellent three course 
meal which was attended by about twenty-five visitors and 
members. 
             
Sunday saw a lovely sunny and calm morning which enabled 
the less powerful planes to get in the air. These conditions 
lasted until around 12.30pm when a thunder storm hit, 
causing all to very quickly pack up and start heading home.  
               
Our thanks to the members at Naracoorte for once again 
hosting a great weekend and we look forward to seeing you 
all next year at the same time. 
             Pam Pimblott 

NARACOORTE  FUN  FLY   

2022 

                                       Rick Pimblott's ''Draco'' and ''Tiger''. 

            Hugh Ballinger with his "Raven" powered with an 80cc petrol engine. 

                                     Mike Sewill with his Supertiger 3000.                                  Anthony Wood with his Arrow "Tiger". 
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    John Gericke with his scratch built F-108 powered by two 800w ducted fans.                     John Gericke with his scratch built ''Skewing Experimental". 

                                                                              Hugh Ballinger with his MXS-R powered by a 50cc twin cylinder engine. 

                    Duncan Cawthorne with his "Tiger" powered by an OS 95.                                 Foster Taylor with his Modelteck "Magic". 
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Prior to his passing Gary Sunderland was constructing a large scale 
model of the CAPRONI Ca3 which has since been in the care of Rob 
Dickson. With a wingspan of 3.56m the airframe is well advanced and 
Rob is now offering the aircraft, at no cost, to a modeller prepared to 
complete the build. The model was to be powered by three 0.91ci four 
stroke engines - a tractor in each of the tail booms and a pusher in the 
rear of the centre nacelle - and is a challenge waiting to be completed 
and flown. 
 
Interested parties can contact Rob at 9300 2447.  

   CAPRONI Ca 3 



 29 Australian  Model  News 

      ARF  B-25 Mitchell 2.42m (95") wingspan 

      for two 0.91ci four stroke engines.   

                                       $400 

 ARF F4-U Corsair 1.81m (71.3")wingspan.   

                                 $200  

  FOR  SALE 

      Quality retract landing gear set for the B-25.                                                                        
                                       $250      

            CONTACT 
     Rob Dickson  
  Phone: 93002447 
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WHALE 

WATCHING  

  at  

   NAROOMA 

                                A whale calf enjoying some aerobatics.        A big tail span on show between  Montague Island and the mainland. 

                                                                                                     Mum was keeping a close watch on junior's antics. 

I spent a week at Narooma in October and took a charter boat trip to try to find some whales on their annual journey north. I t's not easy to 
photograph a whale when you don't know when or where it will appear but, thanks to digital cameras, if you take a lot of photos then you have 
a chance of getting some action.  
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