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Next Meeting:  
  

Thursday, March 22, 7:00 pm   
 

SARATOGA FIRE HOUSE 
Corner Saratoga Ave and Saratoga Hwy 

 

Park in rear and enter through front door 
 

For the Goodie Schedule - see page 2 
 

 

   in this  issue: 
 

P.2  -  … 2012 SAM WESTERN REGION EVENT CALENDAR   

P.3 -  … FEBRUARY MINUTES AND MARCH AGENDA 

P.4 -  … FROM THE RIGHT SEAT / FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING  

P.5 -  … MARCH 4TH WAEGELL SGMA RESULTS  

P.6 -  … CO OP CONTEST SPREAD SHEET 

P.7 -  … 2012 SAM 21 ROSTER 

P.8 -  … ANNOUNCING THE 36TH ANNUAL SAM 21 RANCH ROMP   

P.9 -  … SAM 26 SPRING OPENER - TAFT 

P.10  … OFFICER ROSTER AND 2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Ah, Spring... The flying season begins for another year.  
Use the above pictures to remind yourself  to get busy completing 
Winter building projects and checking all your equipment to make 
sure it’s in shape for the coming flying season.  

                                      March 2012  # 015cwc 

  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Society of Antique Modelers                                                          Chapter 21 

   AMA Charter Club No.1470 

 SAM             CLIPPER 

( official 
newsletter of  

the  
“BlackJack” 

Club) 
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2012 Meeting Dates 
7:00 p.m.  

@ SARATOGA FIRE  
DEPARTMENT  

Corner Saratoga Ave &  
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy 

 

2012 “GOODIE”  
Schedule 

Here are the choices for the year, by  
“accident” excusing those who normally do 
not attend meetings on a regular basis.  

If you cannot  accommodate this 
schedule, then it will be your  responsi-
bility to “volunteer”/coerce another 
member to take your place.   

And, If you feel ‘The Call‘ (and aren’t 
on this list), please call one of the unfortu-
nate souls on the list and offer to take their 
place.   
 
JANUARY       Gurney 
FEB           Roselle  
MARCH           Sargent 
APRIL           Alan Peterson 
MAY         Leopold 
JUNE               Lewis 
JULY         Marshall 
AUGUST         Chichilitti  
SEPT         Henry Smith 
OCT         Saso  
NOV         Vanderbeek 
DEC          Dowling 
Standby: Noel Eberhardt 

      2012  WEST COAST  EVENT SCHEDULE           
Revised 2-9 -12 cwc       (Italics are  PRELIMINARY Dates—Subject to Change!) 

Month Sat Sun                          Event     
JAN  1       
JAN   14            15              1/14-15  SOUTHWEST REGIONALS, Eloy Az   
JAN   21 22 ... 
JAN   28 29            1/28 SAM 21  BANQUET— HOLDER’s Country Inn, Cupertino 
 
FEB   4   5       
FEB 11 12      
FEB 18 29  
FEB 25 26    
 
MAR   3   4            Sunday Only - SGMA Spring Contest FF/RC Waegell Field              
MAR 10 11   
MAR 16 17 
MAR 24 25            SAM 26  SPRING ANNUAL RC  Taft, Ca   805-739-0329    
                                    Fri/Sat  SABBATINI COLLECTO—Fresno  559-287-1717  
APR 7   8            (Easter Sunday )Sat Only NCFFC Sierra Champs - FF/RC  Waegell         
APR 14 15  
APR 21 22  
APR 28 29           SAM 21 Speed 400/1/2A TEXACO contest - Dwarfs 
 
MAY   5   6             
MAY 12 13           (Sunday is Mother's Day) 
MAY 19 20           SAT 5/19  WINGS Of History OPEN HOUSE   
MAY  26              27               
 
JUNE  2               3              Saturday Only - Western States Champs - FF/RC Waegell Field 
JUNE  9 10            SAM 21 RANCH ROMP - SCHMIDT RANCH  
JUNE       16 17            Monday  6/18 Father's Day  
JUNE 23 24            Saturday Only - NCFFC Champs Waegell field  
 
JULY       4                              Wednesday 7/4  Independence Day  
JULY 7   1 
JULY 14 15 
JULY 21 22   
JULY 28 29            SAM 30 Annual  - Schmidt Ranch      
 
AUG   4   5  
AUG 11 12  
AUG 18 19           
AUG 25 26 
 
SEPT   1   2             Monday 9/3  Labor Day 
SEPT   8   9             Sunday Only- SGMA Combo - O.T RC Assist, Waegell field  
SEPT 15 16  
SEPT 22 23             21- 23 SAM 27 CRASH & BASH  Schmidt Ranch 
SEPT                       30 
 
OCT   6   7             2nd - 7th - SAM Champs, Muncie Indiana 
OCT 13 14   
OCT 20 21             SAM 21  S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—DWARFs 
OCT           27 28              Sunday Only- SGMA Fall Contest- O.T RC Assist, Waegell field   
                                        SAM 26 - JOHN POND COMMEMORATIVE XXXVII,(37th) Taft, CA 
NOV   3   4              SATURDAY NOV 3rd -  SAM 21 MECA COLLECTO                                                                        
NOV 10 11  
NOV 17 18   
NOV 24 25            Thursday 11/22 Thanksgiving Day  
 
DEC   3   4   
DEC 10 11  
DEC 17 18  
DEC 24 25            Tuesday 12-25 Christmas Day 
 
JAN                  1                NEW YEARS DAY 2013 

VISIT SAM 21 Website:  
www.SAM-21.ORG       

January 26 
February 23 
March  22 

April 26 
May 24 
June 28 
July 26 

August 23 
September 27 

October 25 
November 17 

  (due to Thanksgiving Con-
flict) 

December 15 
 (due to Christmas Conflict) 
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MINUTES OF SAM 21 MEETING   MARCH 2012 AGENDA  

 President Brian Sargent called the February 23, 2012 
meeting to order at 7:02 PM.   

Thirteen members were present and there was one 
guest, Ken Martinez, who said he would join the club (and 
later, did).  The January minutes, as printed in the newslet-
ter, were approved by voice vote.  Treasurer Lescher 
Dowling advised that the club is still solvent.  The number 
of club members remains at 45.   

Competition Director Dave Lewis passed out some fliers for the 
upcoming SGMA Waegell Field contest on March 4.   Several people 
indicated they would try to make it (if the weather holds).   

OLD BUSINESS:  Walt Gurney gave a final report on the club ban-
quet held last month.  After some discussion, it was decided that we 
might return to Holder’s Country Inn next year. 

Brian Sargent suggested that we have a club “swap meet” in the 
near future and it might include a raffle, silent auction, buy, sell, etc.  
Then it was suggested that we have it at a pizza parlor. This is not to be 
confused with the club’s Collecto we usually hold in November each 
year.  No decision on the question at this time.  He also wanted to hold a 
“summit meeting“ of interested members. 

Lescher Dowling brought up the question (from last month) of 
“junior membership”.  After some discussion, it was decided that mem-
bers of the club would pay for associate club membership ($15) out of 
their own pocket to sponsor or mentor a young person who was inter-
ested in old timers.  Associate membership would give them the monthly 
club newsletter. Fred Landman has a 12 year old grandson and we will 
offer this deal of associate membership to him.  Lescher will follow up.  
Bill Vanderbeek said that he had mentored a young man in AMA/FAI 
free flight but the young man is now attending YALE and probably didn’t 
have time for model airplanes.   

NEW BUSINESS:  Ted Kafer brought in some boxes of dope and 
thinners donated to the club by Bob VonKonsky’s wife Nancy.  What 
was left will be disposed of at our “swap meet” ,  Collecto or raffle . 

Then we had a long discussion as when to hold our club annual 
contest this year at the Schmidt Ranch.  Bill Copeland even brought out 
an Old Farmer’s Almanac print out to see what the weather would be.  It 
was finally determined to go for June 9/10, 2012.  Jake Chichilitti will 
again be the CD and Bill Copeland will get the flier out ASAP. The date 
was confirmed by Miriam Schmidt via telephone. 

Bill Copeland then passed out a matrix sheet so we could all fill in 
the spaces for the work to be done at our contest.  He thought that we 
could help other clubs that needed our help.  Dave Lewis asked if this 
included sending our club funds to other clubs for funding their contests 
and why don’t they put on a Fun Fly rather than a contest?  After much 
discussion the matter was put off for a month. 

Bill Copeland then brought up the subject of the cost of sending out 
by mail a copy of the newsletter.  He noted it was close to $2.00 an issue 
which includes paper, printing and the postage. The cost of e-mailing the 
CLIPPER each month is nothing by comparison.  Some discussion about 
members who haven’t paid their 2012 membership 

SHOW & TELL:  Fred Terzian passed around several photos and 
old newspaper clippings chronicling the history of the Oakland Cloud 
Dusters model airplane club which is now celebrating its 75th anniversary 
of its founding in 1937.  Fred didn’t know he had this stuff in his garage 
but dug into old boxes when his washer overflowed.  Gary Leopold 
passed around an Atwood Champion bought on E-Bay for $61. 

Jake Chichilitti showed his very small R/C electric Gee Bee R-2 
racer, but has not flown as yet. 

Henry Smith showed his tiny paper flying wing and he is making a 
balsa version of it. 

Ken Martinez showed two partially built identical BUZZARD BOMB-
SHELLS, one for ½ Tex. with a Cox .049 and the other for Speed 400.             

 

  Respectfully submitted, Dave Lewis, Secretary. 

 
                 Meeting of 3/22/12 
 
    Call to order: Brian Sargent  7:00PM   
     

     Members present: 
 

                     Guests present: 
 

                     Introduction of guests. 
 
    Approval of minutes of the meeting of: 2/23/12 
 
    Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling 
 
    Membership report: Lescher Dowling 
 
    Competition report: Dave Lewis 
 
    Unfinished Business/reports:  
 
       A)   Chichilitti: Ranch Romp Planning  
       B)   All: Club swap meet, APRIL? 
       C)   Copeland: Co Op contest proposal 
       D)    Dowling: ‘Junior’ Membership 
 
    New business: 
 
       A)    Copeland: Dues increase for 2013 
        
         BREAK!!! 
 
    Show and tell: Open. 
 
    Program: TBD. 
 
    Refreshments - Brian Sargent  
    and coffee courtesy of Lescher Dowling 
 
    Next meeting: 4/26/12 at 7:00 pm Saratoga F. D.   
     
    Adjournment: 
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Those of you in the San Jose area 
are no doubt aware of the very 
strange “winter” we have had here. As 
I write this we are expecting to have 
rain for the next several days. We can 
certainly use the water, but it looks as 
though we may skip spring and go 
direct to summer? I am prepared to 
endure anything that will allow me to 
get some flight time on my airplanes that have been 
pretty much dormant for several months - need to get 
ready for the contests to come. 

Speaking of contests, I am still trying to get a  con-
sensus on the proposal to use the Co Op contest idea. 
The feedback so far has been mixed. In a discussion at 
last months ’21 meeting there were a lot of questions 
asked - and answered, but there was definitely two sides 
on the issue. I will attempt to answer some of them and 
provide a more detailed explanation of the intent as fol-
lows. 

The basic idea occurred to me as a way to continue 
the spirit of SAM as it evolved over time. That is to: pre-
serve and continue the construction and flying of as 
many of basically pre WWW II free flight designs as 
many of them are elegant in flight, particularly in the glid-
ing  phase of flight. The idea that modern radio systems 
had become light enough that they could be used to ef-
fectively convert ‘old time’ models to radio control was 
promoted by visionaries such as John Pond and others 
and proved to be attractive to those who built and flew 
free flight models in the, dare I say it, in the 30’s  and 
40’s,(I am one of those) but were no longer anxious or 
able to chase them down. A great idea whose time had 
come! 

It was not long before, guys being guys, developed a 
system of competition rules, and the ‘fun’ began. The 
result is what we see today in SAM. Now I’m all for see-
ing whose is biggest, fastest, loudest, and highest, but, 
somewhere along the line these attributes became the 
norm - if one wanted to ‘win’. I suggest that we have 
overwhelmed the SPIRIT of preserving the free flight per-
formance we once knew and loved in a quest for hard-
ware.  

During the discussion of the Co Op idea at the ’21 
meeting, one of our better known, real old timers, al-
lowed as how he and his associates used only two or 
three people to run a contest. I’m afraid those days are 
gone forever if we stick to the currently accepted formats 
for Old Timer events.  

Seems like there are two ways to hold a SAM event. 
One way is the way ‘26 does it with little beyond essen-
tial record keeping and a no host banquet; the other way 
is the style that has become 

… N o t e s  F r o m  

T h e  R i g h t  S e a t 

 

 From The February Meeting ... 

Right New mem-
ber Ken Martinez 
displays his “dual” 
Buzzard Bomb-
shells. He has 
constructed a 
fuselage and em-
pennage for a 
Speed 400 and 
another for 1/2 A 
Texaco. A single 
wing will fit both. 

Welcome aboard 
Ken! 

Above/Right: Henry 
Smith has appar-
ently reverted to his 
youth. He shows 
the “power” unit 
which he plans to 
use with your stan-
dard paper 
glider ??? We 
wonder if it will pass 
the AMA “decibel 
level” test? 

____________ 
 
 
Right: V.P Jake 
Chichilitti with 
his brand new 
Electrifly Gee 
Bee. Members 
were unable to 
convince him to 
test fly it at the 
meeting. We’ll 
expect a full 
report at the 
March meeting ... 

Continued on Pg 5 
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RESULTS FROM NFFC WAEGELL FIELD  SGMA CONTEST ON MARCH 4, 2012 

 

Event/Contestant           Model       Engine                    Wing Area                   Total Flight Time 

         

 TEXACO 

1)   Monty Pate             Dallaire Sports.           O.S. 60 ignition             1500                                 26:56                       

2)   David Saso             Sailplane                    O.S. 40 Schn.                 864                                   9:30 

 

 OHLSON SIDEPORT 
1)     Dave Lewis          Clipper                         O&R 60                         678                                   6:59 

 

 ELECTRIC-LMR 
1)     David  Saso          Bomber                           ?                                720                                   9:58 

 

 ½ A TEXACO 

1)     Monty Pate           Air Commander             Cox                                   ?                                 18:02 

  

C LER 
1)    Dave Lewis           Bomber                         O.S. 40H                       900                                    3:30 

2)    Dave Saso            Sailplane                       O.S. 40 Schn.                864                                    2:54 

 

 ANTIQUE 
1)    Dave Lewis           Bomber                         O.S. 40H                       900                                     8:13 

 

 The weather was perfect with no wind and about 75 degrees.               

 Ed Note: Report courtesy of Dave Lewis, Competition Coordinator  

’standard’ for ’21, ‘27, and ‘30 which has included such 
’niceties’ as the pancake breakfast (in the ’Club house’), a 
lunch BBQ each day, until recently a Saturday night din-
ner, a drawing with some fine and usually useful prod-
ucts, cash prizes, keepsake trophies or ribbons, and often 
bundles of balsa. On top of the usual record keeping and 
financial expenditures a great deal of effort was required 
to gather supplies and arrange for the manpower to man 
the required tasks. Not all of the Nor Cal Chapters could 
foot the expenditures required and the manpower to fill 
the work roster. 

As a result, as of this writing, the schedule at the 
Schmidt Ranch shows only two events for 2012 - ‘21 in 
June and ‘27 in September. To me, this does not bode 
well for the future of SAM here in Nor Cal. 

Three options appear to remain on the table: 
1) Go with the current schedule of two contests. 
2) Revise the format of contests to the simplest form 

a’la the ’26 example (which may or may not en-
courage additional Chapters to host meets). 

3) Form a Cooperative scheme where Chapters with 
a ready supply of manpower and financial stability 
join with Chapters lacking those resources on a 
volunteer basis to provide sufficient “backing” for 
any Chapter to host a contest.   

I suggest that option 3, a co-op solution, will do the 
most to promote SAM continuing as a viable organization 
in our area.  

To test whether your Chapter has the resources to 
host a meet - assuming you have the interest - use the 
spread sheet on page 6 to gauge the level of tasks that 
can be reasonably performed by your chapter and 
what additional manpower or resources may be needed 
to make your contest possible. Then you can appeal to 
the other Chapters for volunteers to complete the re-
maining tasks. I would make it clear that volunteer sup-
port should include the loan of funds if necessary. 

I am aware of, and understand, the continued loss of 
membership and the difficulty of recruiting new members 
and suggest we find new ways to find new members and 
emphasize recruiting in all Chapters.  

The options appear to be: recruit, or die … (I have 
already been to enough funerals).  

I submit that if we continue on our current path, Nor 
Cal SAM will become a splintered organization that will 
just be a loose group of SAM supporters with their own 
self interests foremost.  

That does not foster the Spirit of SAM! 
I will be most interested in your response(s).  
 

(I have now officially climbed down from my Soapbox) 

Continued from Pg 4 
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Spend the weekend at the Ranch - Schmidt that is.  
 

Mark your calendar NOW!             The Date: June 8,9,10, 2012 

Beginning with a “fix your own” pancake breakfast each day, cruise through the 

 Pilots meeting, fire up your favorite “Old Timer” or just relax, conversing with your  

contemporaries on the lawn, under the friendly shade trees 

Many ‘famous’ SAM competitors will be there to share the secrets of their success 

Lots of great Drawing Prizes, great BBQ lunch each day for $5.00 - your choice of a 
juicy hamburger, or a spicy hot dog 

Complete Contest details will be available in the April Issue of the ‘21 Clipper 

You’re Invited! 

 

Left:  
Just to whet your competitive 
appetites a little, you can 
expect to see this fine, Wayne 
Conner built Quaker Flash 
with a Brown Junior for 
power, on the prize table. 
Some servos are all you will 
need to get it flying ... 
 

(Courtesy of Jake Chichilitti) 

V I S I T  T H E  S A M  21 W e b s i t e :  W W W . S A M - 2 1 . O R G        
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THE 30TH ANNUAL SAM 26 SPRING SEASON OPENER AT TAFT, CA  
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Here’s Your Copy of the March, 2012 SAM 21 Clipper 
(Read at your own risk!) 

 

45 cents 

First Class            

PRESIDENT:   Brian Sargent:  15575 Upper Ellen Road Los Gatos, CA 95033  Tele: 408-353-1977 E-Mail: bhsargent@gmail.com  
VICE PREZ:    Jake Chichilitti: 509 Cambridge Street  Belmont, CA 94002 Tele: 650-595-8105 E-Mail: jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com 
SECRETARY: Dave Lewis:       2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051   Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net               
TREASURER: Lescher Dowling: 1122 Merrimac Drive Sunnyvale, CA 94087  Tele:408-739-0652 E-mail: lescher2@aol.com 
EDITOR:         Bill Copeland:  4863 Primrose Lane, Livermore, Ca  94551  Tele: 925-321-1552; Toll free - 1- 866-672-2672; E-mail:bnbent@pacbell.net 

Competition Coordinator: Dave Lewis:  2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051   Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net   

SAM 21 - 2012 Membership Application Form   
 
   Check one:                 NEW Member                      RETURNING Member       
 

   Check one:                  FULL Member  $25               ASSOCIATE Member $15 (newsletter only) 
 

  SAM No._____________________ AMA No. _______________ 
                                         (Req’d if full) 

  Name: ___________________________________________                         
 
  Address __________________________________________ 
 
  City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 
 
  Phone: ____________________________ 
 
  Email Address: __________________________ 

Mail to Treasurer: 

    Lescher Dowling  

  1122 Merrimac Drive 

  Sunnyvale, CA 94087 


