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Next Meeting:  

Saratoga Fire House 

Goodies  ()  

See Page 2 For Annual Goodie Schedule 
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2020 Meeting Dates 

7:00 p.m.  
@ SARATOGA FIRE   

DEPARTMENT  

Corner of Saratoga Ave &  

Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy 

 

January 23 

February 27 

March  26 

April 23 

May 28 

June 25 

July 23 

August 27 

September 24 

October 22 

November 19 

(For Thanksgiving) 

December 17 

(For Christmas) 

2020 “GOODIE”  

Schedule 
Here are the assignments for 2020, ex-

cusing those who normally do not attend 

meetings on a regular basis.  

If you cannot  accommodate this 

schedule, then it will be your  responsibil-

ity  to “volunteer”/ coerce another mem-

ber to take your place. Don’t say you 

weren't  warned.  

And, if you feel ‘The Call‘ (and aren’t on 

this list), please call one of the unfortunate 

souls on the list or the ‘Standby’ and offer 

to take their place.   

JANUARY              Eberhardt  

FEBRUARY        Martinez 

MARCH               Shekell 

APRIL    Dowling 

MAY  Leopold 

JUNE               Lewis 

JULY            Eberhardt  

AUGUST         Gurney 

SEPTEMBER         Poco 

OCTOBER        Chan  

NOVEMBER    Sargent 

DECEMBER Dowling 

 

From The Prez... 
The way it’s been as I write this message, I struggled 

to find something positive to say about this past year. 

So I think back about what my grandparents went 

through and it makes me feel it’s not that bad. They 

started out life with WWI, the Spanish Flu, the 

collapse of the stock market, bringing about the 

Great Depression, followed by WWII.  About the time 

things started looking up, the Korean War kicked into 

gear followed by the Cold War and the Vietnam 

conflict.  To spice things up a bit more, the hippies 

showed up. 

To end it all, the Middle East conflict began. All of you 

out there have also experienced most of this as well.  

So to think it’s bad — nah. The stay-at-home order 

only gives us time to build more planes.  There is no 

shortage of supplies, unless you want to cover your 

plane in TP or paper towels. No contests to fly; 

therefore no crashes. You all should have plenty of 

planes for next year’s contest season! With the 

vaccine right around the corner and the ending of 

2020, things are looking up.  With all that being said, I 

would like to personally wish each and every one of 

you a very Merry Christmas and a healthy and Happy 

New Year!       

Sarg 
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Important Club 

Announcement.. 
SAM News: 

SAM CHAMPS 2021 is planned for Muncie. The 

dates of 13-17 September have been requested, but 

have not been confirmed by AMA. Other than that, 

2021 may turn out to be a very unpredictable year for 

almost anything.  

2021 Eloy: 

BREAKING NEWS FROM ELOY: This applies to the 

SAM RC portion of the Southwest Regionals. 

Bob and Walt Angus have decided to cancel the RC 

contest due to a heavy hit in the area with the COVID

-19 virus. However, the field will be open to flying on 

a fun fly basis without their presence. They will 

instead sponsor a speed 400 postal meet on the 

same three days –January 16-18. On Saturday the 

event will be a 120 second run, Sunday 90 

seconds, and Monday 60 seconds with 10 minute 

maxes each day. You can fly any, or all three 

days of the event, and report results to Walt 

at SAM26walt@gmail.com, or 480-200-8832, or 

since it is postal how about making it less work for 

him with a written report to P.O. Box 73215, Phoenix, 

AZ, 85050.  

As of 12-12-2020 the FF portion of the SWR is still 

scheduled as active on the AMA website schedule.  

 

It was suggested that SAM21 will reduce the 

2021 membership fee to $10.00 ( both Full and 

Associate Memberships) as long as we do not 

have a general meeting. The major expenses are 

the monthly meeting room rental fee and 

supplies for the meetings. Some of 

the funding also goes towards the contests and 

Annual banquet. The officers will revisit the dues 

situation in October 2021. 

Please use the renewal form on the last page of 

the Clipper to renew your SAM21 membership. 

Both AMA and SAM memberships can be 

renewed on-line.  

SAM:  
http://www.mysamstore.com/  click on the upper 

left "Join/Renew Membership" 

It will redirect you to a renewal form. Fill in the form 

and click on the "submit form" button. The next page 

will be to select the online/print option. After that it will 

direct you to Paypal page to pay the dues. 

AMA:  

https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/enroll    

click on the left "Renew A Membership" blue box and 

follow the instruction. 

If everything is normal, you will see an 

announcement of the SAM21 White Elephant 

Gift Exchange Party somewhere in the Clipper. 

The Party is not going to happen this year. So 

save all your wonderful gifts till next year. 

 

European SAM Champ 

I gathered the information from multiple sources, 

the 2021 European Championship will be held 

from June 20-25, 2021. SAM78 (CZ) will be 

hosting the Championships at Czech Heaven 

near Brno, CZ. The website for European 

Championships registrations will be open in 

February, 2021. 

Of course, it will be all depended on the COVID-

19 situation. The COVID is on the rise in most 

Europe.  Let hope this event will realize. 

2021 SAM21 Officers 

The officers of SAM21 all in agreement to 

stay on the positions as elected for another 

year. Election will be held  in late 2021. 

White Elephant Party 

mailto:SAM26walt@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday Lescher! 

We knew we could not have a December meeting 

and the SAM21 tradition of celebrating Lescher 

birthday! The Man is turning 98 on December 28th. 

So VP Tom delivered a Chocolate Birthday Cake to 

Lescher before the COVID shut  down. 
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From Lescher; 

 

Hi, Brian, 

Here is shot of me with the RICH chocolate cake 

Tom brought me with the appropriate birthday count. 

of " 98".   

In the background you can see part of our Christmas 

tree.  Here is also a full shot of the Tinker Toy Tree, 

made from three sets of gumbo Tinker Toys.  It 

stands 5'6" high and does not have all its ornaments 

on because it isn't Christmas yet.  At night, with its 

lights on, you can't tell it from a real Christmas tree. 

 

Lescher 
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. This is from last year’s meeting/birthday 

celebration of Lescher’s 97th Birthday. The 

man loves his CHOCOLATE cake! 
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New Member 
SAM21 welcomes a new member, Mark Heckman, 

he is also a member of PCC, Peninsula Channel 

Commanders which Gary Leopold, Ken Martinez and 

Brian Chan are members. Mark has been in PCC for 

40+ years, so he is well qualified for the oldtimers’ 

club! He had job titles like president, editor… He also 

acquired Gary’s San Jose and has been enjoying 

the leisure part of the hobby! Just don’t fall asleep 

while you’re flying! Welcome to SAM21, Mark. 

Mark poses with Gary’s San Jose at PCC. 

Mark with no-mask (pre-COVID), pose with a 

glider of his own design. 

Eloy Postal Contest 
Because of the cancellation of the Eloy R/C events 

due to COVID-19 complications,  Bob and Walter 

Angus will instead sponsor a speed 400 postal 

meet on the same three days – January 16-18. On 

Saturday the event will be a 120 second run, Sunday 

90 seconds, and Monday 60 seconds with 10 minute 

maxes each day. You can fly any, or all three days of 

the event, and report results to Walt 

at SAM26walt@gmail.com, or 480-200-8832, or 

since it is postal how about making it less work for 

him with a written report to P.O. Box 73215, Phoenix, 

AZ, 85050.  

A last minute add to the postal contest: Fly Electric 

Texaco with 2 flights for 1 best. 

Carbon vs. Glass Fiber 
Many have use carbon fiber products to strengthen 

their models. There are many dealers sell the BLACK 

fiber glass material as carbon fiber, even most of 

them can’t tell the difference between the two 

materials. The glass fiber products are much softer 

than the carbon fiber stuff! if Do you know how to tell 

carbon fiber rods from black glass fiber rods? 

The simple way to tell the two apart is the glass fiber 

rods are usually shinier, the carbon fiber rods has a 

dull finish. The sure way to tell is to test it with a 

piece of 180-240 grit sandpaper. Sand the end of the 

rods with sandpaper, if the end turns white  , it is 

fiberglass. If the rod end remains black and the 

powder on the sandpaper is black, it is carbon fiber. 

Wear a respirator instead of a dust mask when 

sanding fiberglass and carbon fiber. You don’t want 

the dust get into your lungs. 

mailto:SAM26walt@gmail.com
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It’s A Wrap For 2020! 
Events & People We Miss in 2020…. 

Collecto, Christmas Party, Fun Flies, Contests, Chit Chats, Miriam’s Pancakes, 

Crashes, Bill and Gary. 
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PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent:  15575 Upper Ellen Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033  Tele: 408-656-3662  E-mail: bhsargent@gmail.com  

VICE PREZ:   Tom Faith:    1132 Roy Avenue San Jose, CA 95125 Tele: 408-267-0645  E-mail: seaspider@att.net 

SECRETARY: Alan Peterson:  1115 Seena Avenue  Los Altos, CA 94024  Tele: 650-941-6557  E-mail: alansoars@aol.com 

TREASURER: Cliff Shekell: 2473 Briarwood Dr. San Jose, Ca. 95125  Tele: 408-269-5065 E-mail: tedbear1@pacbell.net  

MEMBERSHIP:  Steve Roselle:  16114 Janet Way, Grass Valley, Ca 95949  Tele: 650-465-1996  E-mail: sroselle@earthlink.net 

CHIEF EDITOR:  Brian Chan:  113 Starlite Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402 Tele: 650-867-8813 E-mail: SAM21editor@gmail.com 

COMP. COORDINATOR: Brian Sargent:  Same as  President, See above. 

 

Mail Form To Treasurer 

Cliff Shekell 
2473 Briarwood Drive 

San Jose, Ca 95125 

SAM 21—2021 Membership Application Form 

       

Check one: RETURNING MEMBER NEW MEMBER 

FULL MEMBER $10.00 ASSOCIATE MEMBER $10.00 (Newsletter only) 

Make Payment to  SAM21 

SAM No. ___________________ AMA No. ______________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ 

Phone: (            ) ______________ Cell: (            )_________________ 

Required for Full membership 

SAM membership can be renewal on-line. 
Go to http://www.mysamstore.com/     click on "Join/Renew Membership" onthe upper left . It will redirect 
you to a renewal form. Fill in the forma and click on the "submit form" button. The next page will be to select 
the online/print option. After that it will direct you to Paypal page to pay the dues. 


